KZN Hunters to the benefit of rural

communities

he redistribution of land

is a fact in the new South
Africa. All over the country,
including KwaZulu-Natal,
farms and/or reserves have
been transferred from pri-
vate ownership to local com-
munities. Some of the land
has been used for accommo-
dation and grazing while
other suitable parts have
been identified and turned
into so-called community
conservation areas. Local
communities are supposed
to utilise the natural
resources of the land
(wildlife in all forms) in these
conservation areas to their
benefit and, as we all know,
that can best be done
through a programme of sus-
tainable utilisation.

To make such a pro-
gramme work you have to
maintain the essential eco-
logical processes and life-
support systems (ecosystems
in all their diversity) and, of
course, preserve the genetic
diversity. That is often easier
said than done because of
the partnerships involved
and the different existing
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models of co-management in the com-
munity conservation areas.
Unfortunately, some of these com-
munity conservation areas face chal-
lenges that threaten to derail existing

¢ sustainable utilisation programmes or

make it difficult for the locals to
employ meaningful programmes in the
first place.

Like many countries all over the

| world, South Africa has also adopted

the UN’s World Conservation Strategy
protocols. The KwaZulu-Natal Hunting
& Conservation Association supports
these objectives and therefore the

| association has embarked on a pro-

gramme to engage with rural commu-
nities that have spare land available for
conservation matters. The association’s
involvement revolves around the prop-
er management of eco-tourism and
hunting programmes — the corner-
stones of sustainable utilisation. Most
community conservation areas in KZN
are not operating efficiently due to a
lack of properly trained staff, funding
and business expertise. Poaching and
many other difficulties also hamper
efficient management and prevent the
community areas from reaching their
full potential.

Getting involved in the management
of these conservation areas will not

only benefit the communities, but also
the members of KZN Hunters. How-

ever, active involvement in community
management is not for the faintheart-
ed due to the problems mentioned
before. On top of that communication
is often very difficult and the funding
requirements enormous. Although a
big challenge, KZN Hunters are taking
it one step at a time and are slowly
gaining experience for the road ahead.
Someone once said that to make a
small fortune out of game ‘farming’
(managing game in a conservation
area) you have to start with a big for-
tune. Well, KZN Hunters think they can
eventually turn the situation around.
Once all the available quotas can be
harvested, the accommodation occu-
pancy levels increased, and more off-
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season activities introduced, the
potential income levels of the commu-
nity conservation areas will increase
dramatically.

Currently, KZN Hunters are involved
with the management of just less than
5 000 hectares of community conserva-
tion areas and in the process of negoti-
ating the management of another
3 000 hectares. Ultimately, the aim is
managing at least 30 000 hectares. This
will not be limited to areas conducive
to hunting only, but will include other
attractions like bird watching, fishing,
hiking and mountain biking, to name
but a few. Members of the KwaZulu-
Natal Hunting and Conservation Associ-
ation will in future have a wide choice
of activities to choose from to enhance
the already attractive hunting opportu-
nities available to them.

Although many challenges lay ahead,
KZN Hunters are willing to continue
and look forward to 2011.

For more information: Siegfried
Kiihn, CEO KZN Hunters (031) 709
3904, fax (031) 709 3914 Website:
www.kznhunters.co.za.
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