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EDITORS NOTE: 
An environmental catastrophe is hovering over the earth. Conservationists, environmentalists and scientists are all incredibly 

worried over the drastic decline in insect numbers globally. Insects form the biggest biomass on the planet, and form the prey 

base for an incredible number of other animals. The value of insects was no better demonstrated than with an incident 

involving swallows and swifts at FreeMe KZN. These tiny birds started being brought in to the centre in overwhelming 

numbers from the midlands area. Reports coming in were off massive die-offs across KZN from the Drakensberg to Greytown 

and down into the midlands. We are still investigating all possible causes, but the presentation of the swallows and swifts was 

all the same – these tiny birds were extremely emaciated, with absolutely no body fat, and when post mortems were 

conducted on those that died, not food in their digestive systems. Swallow and swifts hunt on the wing, and their diet is 

almost exclusively insects. Something had effected the insects, which in turn had affected the swallows and swifts. No-one 

had noticed the absence of the insects, but the knock-on effect on the swallows and swifts most certainly created alarm.  

ADMISSIONS: 
 

Large mammals – 4  
 
Small mammals - 11 
 
Large birds - 54 
 
Small birds - 114 
 
Raptors - 10 
 
Reptiles - 10 

During January we received a companion for the little 
Blesbuck lamb that we are raising at FreeMe KZN. 
CROW (the Centre for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife) 
contacted us asking if we would take on another 
Blesbuck lamb that had been admitted to them. Raising 
baby animals with companions of their own species is 
always optimal, so we immediately said yes.  
 
An odd case in January was that of the Cape Eagle Owl 
that was picked up on a farm in Swartberg, unable to 
fly. On admission to FreeMe KZN, it was discovered 
that the owl had somehow got its own wings tangled 
across its back! Luckily it was an easy enough problem 
to fix, and the owl is now in a recovery pen, waiting for 
damaged feathers to re-grow before release. 
 
A very unusual admission was a juvenile Giant Golden 
Mole, which is listed as Endangered on the Red Data 
list. A dog had killed its sibling, but fortunately this little 
guy was rescued. An interesting find was that this is 
proof of them occurring in the Hilton area, which is not 
an area originally listed as being a part of their 
recorded distribution.  
 
We have had a fair number of tortoises, such as the 
juvenile Leopard Tortoise, admitted to FreeMe KZN. 
These tortoises are often picked up illegally in reserves 
and taken home as ‘pets’. This is not legal or ethical as 
often these little reptiles are not cared for correctly or 
escape the confines of their cage or yard in urban areas 
and face being ridden over by cars, becoming part of 
the illegal trafficking of wildlife or the illegal ‘muthi’ 
trade. Permits are therefore required to keep 
indigenous tortoises as pets. Please do not remove 
these little animals from their natural habitats. 



A young Peregrine Falcon which was admitted 

after being struck by a car in Howick, made a 

fantastic recovery and was able to be released 

straight from the raptor recovery pens at 

FreeMe KZN. 

Eleven Egyptian Goslings raised at FreeMe KZN 

were ready to be released and were sent off 

quite happily to a protected environment in the 

Wartburg area, where they have been spotted 

on several occasions since the release doing 

well.  

The Egyptian Goslings were followed soon after 

by a release of seven Spurwing Goslings that 

had been raised at FreeMe KZN. These were 

released onto a dam on a Biodiversity 

Stewardship Site in the Karkloof area. 

Another of our young Servals was released in 

January too. This young male was released after 

being raised at FreeMe KZN for almost a year, 

into a safely protected, private game reserve.  

RELEASES: 
 
Large mammals - 0 
 
Small mammals - 6 
 
Large birds - 35 
 
Small birds - 46 
 
Raptors - 2 
 
Reptiles - 2 

PROJECTS 
The Owl Box Project kicked off to a good start in 
January with boxes being installed on the South 
Coast, North Coast, Estcourt, and the Midlands.  
 
Although installing boxes at this time of year can 
be a bit of a challenge with the weather, having a 
box in place well before the owl breeding season 
coming up in winter is a good option, as it gives 
the local owls time to check out the new real 
estate.  

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
Another fun Kid’s Club was held in the January school holidays. The 
activity involved painting wildlife themes on T-shirts. The results were 
very artistic! 
 
Training of Educators from Siyabonga Helping Hands for Africa 
resumed this year with Level 2 of the Biodiversity Curriculum. The 
educators are now trained to start teaching the Level 1 Biodiversity 
Curriculum to their own students while completing their Level 2 
training.  



COURSES AND EVENTS 
Our first Custodian Insight is planned for the 27th of February at 2pm at FreeMe KZN. As part of the research FreeMe KZN 
assists with, DNA and sample collection plays an important role. Custodians are invited to join our team for the afternoon as 
they collect research samples. Booking is important, so please email custodian@freemekzn.co.za to book your place.  
 
There is another Snake Awareness Course provisionally planned for Saturday 30th March. If there are any Custodians 
interested in booking for this course, please email custodian@freemekzn.co.za to put your name down in the meantime. 
 
There is also a short course planned for April on Owls. No date has been set yet, but with the arrival of owl breeding season 
during the winter months, the course will give a short overview of owls, as well as practical advice on what to do when 
baby/fledgling owls are found. If you would like to put your name down for that course, please email 
custodian@freemekzn.co.za in the meantime. Full details will follow at a later stage.  

Tel: 033 – 330 3036 
General: admin@freemekzn.co.za 
Custodians: custodian@freemekzn.co.za 

NPO no: 066/704 
PBO no: 930032928 

Facebook : FreeMe  Wildlife Rehabilitation KZN 
Website: www.freemekzn.co.za 

PUBLIC SUPPORT 
We are very grateful for the donation of a new 
printer for the office, supplied by Connect 
Office Solutions. This will definitely help with 
the constant workflow in the admin office. 
 
Another welcome donation was the sand and 
stone needed to complete our new aviary 
projects (for water birds and bats), which was 
kindly donated by Midmar Building Supplies.  
 
We owe a big thank you to Bat World Sanctuary 
for donating ‘The Rehabilitation and Captive 
Care of Insectivorous Bats’ by Amanda Lollar to 
us. The comprehensive manual will definitely be 
put to good use.  
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