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EDITORS NOTE: 
It is very difficult for people not to ‘interfere’ with nature. 

Sometimes this is a good thing, but sometimes it is not. They key to 

knowing when to interfere, and when not, boils down to 

understanding the natural world around us.  

Before we make the choice to interfere, we need to always ask 

ourselves if what we are observing is natural or not. If we find a 

baby Duiker hidden in the long grass, lying very quietly and still, we 

need to first ask ourselves if this is natural behaviour? The answer 

would be yes, it is. Don’t interfere. But if we see a baby Duiker lying 

on the side of the road, bleating, bleeding or clearly distressed, the 

answer would be, no, this is not natural. Yes, interfere.  

Despite a permitted, legal rehabilitation centre with experienced 

staff being the best place to take compromised baby animals to, 

people must bear in mind that there is absolutely nothing that is a 

good enough substitute for a natural mother, or a natural 

upbringing. It is a sad reality, that no matter how good we are, how 

wonderful our vets may be, or how much time and effort gets put 

into a baby animal, we stand to lose more than we save.  

So, the question we must always ask ourselves first; the question we 

must teach our children and other to ask themselves first, is will the 

baby animal be better off left just where it is? Is it looking healthy, 

calm and well? Or is there something so terribly wrong, so very out 

of place, something so completely unnatural, that we simply have to 

interfere and remove it from mother nature? 

ADMISSION STORIES: 

   

 

SEPTEMBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  72 

Large birds:  12 

Raptors:  11 

Small mammals: 8 

Large mammals: 15 

Reptiles:  2 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  1 

Large birds:  0 

Raptors:  6 

Small mammals: 2 

Large mammals: 2 

Reptiles:  1 

 

NOTICES 

COURSES: 

12/10/2019 @ 2pm – 

Wildlife Babies – When to 

intervene – Cost R60 - 

Bookings essential – 

projects@freemekzn.co.za 

19 + 20/10/2019 – 

Introduction to Wildlife 

Rehabilitation – 2 day 

course – Cost R2400 – 

Bookings essential – 

projects@freemekzn.co.za 

09/11/2019 @ 8:30am – 

Snake Awareness Course – 

Cost R 750 – Bookings 

essential – 

projects@freemekzn.co.za 
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We are fully into baby bird season, and most of the 70+ small bird 
patients listed for September are baby birds. There are various 
reasons that so many baby birds get admitted, from nests falling or 
being blown from trees, to early fledglings that can’t fly properly yet, 
to dog and cat attacks. Regardless of the reasons though, the 
rehabilitators have their hands full caring for all these young birds.  
 
Baby birds are not the only infants being admitted, and we have also 
had several Scrub Hare Leverets, and baby buck being admitted. 
Sadly, many of these babies are picked up under the mistaken 
impression they are abandoned, but mothers of many species hide 
their babies (unattended) during the day, and they are often found 
by cats, dogs and people this way.  
 
Three Black-backed Jackal pups from the Dundee area also joined 
our bevy of young animals after all three had been handed in to a 
kind couple who brought them in to the centre where we will raise 
them and prepare them for a return to the wild. 
 
Not to be outdone, a baby reptile joined in with the baby birds and 
mammals admitted during September, and we now have a small Nile 
Crocodile under our supervision until it can be safely escorted with 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife officials to a new release site.  
 

RELEASE STORIES: 

   
 

We were delighted to be able to release the Wood Owl that had been 
admitted with Avian Malaria. The owl was taken straight back to its 
area and territory as soon as it had completed treatment for the 
disease and was back to its normal self.  
 
This was not the only owl released in September, as the two young 
Marsh Owls raised at FreeMe went back to their home area in 
Zululand for release, and two young Spotted Eagle Owls have been 
settled into an owl box for slow release into their new home.  
 
One of the wildlife reintroduction programs we are working on is 
the reintroduction of Scrub Hares to Mfuleni Conservancy, which is 
a newly protected wildlife corridor between Phinda and 
Isimangaliso. To start the reintroduction program, two of our 
rehabilitated Scrub Hares were successfully released there.  
 

 

AUGUST STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  39 

Large birds:  6 

Raptors:  4 

Small mammals: 12 

Large mammals: 8 

Reptiles:  0 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  12 

Large birds:  1 

Raptors:  3 

Small mammals: 3 

Large mammals: 4 

Reptiles:  0 

 

NOTICES 

THANK YOUS: 

Kevin Barnsley – Donation 

of pallets to store hay. 

Sign Co – Part sponsorship 

and installation of Converse 

film on veranda windows. 

Hills Pet Nutrition – 

Donation of animal food. 

N3 Fire Howick – Routine 

servicing of fire 

extinguishers. 

Howick Scrap Metal – 

Donation of steel wire for 

tortoise pens. 
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We also got to say goodbye to the little Cape Fox who was under 
our care for almost a year. Fully grown, and physically ready for life 
in the wild, we carefully selected a safe release site for her, not far 
from where others of her kind are regularly seen.  
 
The young African Harrier Hawk admitted with a broken wing was 
also fully healed and ready for release. This young raptor was 
settled into a pre-release enclosure where it will spend a few 
weeks getting to know the area before being released.  
 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

   
 

The snake handling and awareness course held by Pat McKrill at 

FreeMe Wildlife was well attended, and we are delighted that there 

are now more people out there who understand snakes better and 

know how to safely handle and relocate them. 

Our Junior Custodians had a lot of fun at the holiday club, learning 

all about tortoises, what their natural diet is, and how to assist with 

growing plants for the tortoises at FreeMe so that we can wean 

them off a ‘kitchen scrap’ diet and onto natural foods.  

The Siyabonga Helping Hands for Africa kids enjoyed a trip to the 

Beachwood Mangrove Forest in Durban. Learning about Mangrove 

forests is part of their Biodiversity level two curriculum. Their very 

exciting day out ended with a lunch on the beach.  

 

 

JULY STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  34 

Large birds:  7 

Raptors:  13 

Small mammals: 4 

Large mammals: 11 

Reptiles:  0 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  18 

Large birds:  5 

Raptors:  5 

Small mammals: 2 

Large mammals: 2 

Reptiles:  0 

 

NOTICES 

PROJECTS: 

Mfuleni Conservancy – 

Scrub Hare and Bushbuck 

Reintroduction Program -

Working with various 

stakeholders to repopulate 

this newly protected and 

developed wildlife corridor.  

Avian Haemosporidian 

Study – Dr Petra 

Sumasgutner from the 

FitzPatrick Institute of 

African Ornithology is 

studying blood parasites in 

migratory raptors. 

 


