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EDITORS NOTE: 
 

Some days at the Centre are quiet, but most days are hectic from 

start to finish. With a 24-hour helpline, and an entire province to 

service, our team works 24/7/365.  

Because of the high volumes of wildlife admitted through our doors 

on a daily, weekly and monthly basis, we cannot stress enough how 

small sacrifices made by the public to get compromised animals to 

us really help.  

On any given day we can get callouts from as far away as Mkuze, to 

Estcourt, to Pietermaritzburg, and in cases like this, the challenge is 

collecting animals from their various points across the country and 

getting them back to the Centre as soon as possible. 

Not all animals can be caught, boxed and transported by a member 

of the public, and we understand this, and understand that these are 

the priority calls where our team needs to respond. But to those 

people who catch, box and transport birds and other small wildlife 

through to us, we cannot thank you enough.  

Not only does your sacrifice of time and fuel allow us to focus our 

efforts on priority cases, but it also ensures that both patients reach 

the Centre, and veterinary care, in an optimal amount of time.  

ADMISSION STORIES: 

    
 

October started with the admission of an adult White-faced Owl 
which had been handed in at the Pmb SPCA. The owl has made a full 
recovery under care and is due for release soon.  This was not our 
only unusual owl admission for the month, as it was soon followed 

 

OCTOBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  68 

Large birds:  9 

Raptors:  11 

Small mammals: 6 

Large mammals: 4 

Reptiles:  5 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  2 

Large birds:  1 

Raptors:  5 

Small mammals: 0 

Large mammals: 1 

Reptiles:  3 

 

NOTICES 

COURSES: 

Nothing booked yet for 

November/December, but 

Custodians will be notified 

via email if this changes.  
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with the admission of a Verreaux’s Eagle Owl chick which had been 
ousted from its nest by another pair of raptors. The chick was given 
the all clear, and with the parent owls still in attendance, the chick 
was sent back home, where its ‘human family’ did a fantastic job of 
creating a temporary nest so that the chick was safe while its 
parents continued to raise it. 
 
Another young animal admitted to the rehab during October was a 
Bushbuck lamb confiscated by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife after it was 
found tied up on the back of a bakkie. The lamb is doing well and 
growing nicely. An adult Striped Polecat was another interesting 
case admitted in October. A healthy adult male, he had been hit by a 
car on the road to Rosetta. Thankfully the break in his back leg has 
healed well, and he will soon be ready for release into his home 
area.   
 
Baby birds continue to arrive at FreeMe during October, and 
amongst these were several Fiscal Shrike babies, who are being 
raised together. Another baby bird admitted was a Long-crested 
Eagle chick whose nest was mistakenly destroyed when the trees in 
a plantation area were felled. This young raptor is doing well, and is 
being hand fed using a puppet, and has a mirror in his box, to lessen 
the human impact.  
 

RELEASE STORIES: 

    
 

An adult female Caracal trapped as a poultry thief was settled in a 
pre-release boma in the Zululand area, where she will be released 
into a game reserve far away from the temptation of domestic prey.  
 
We were also able to release a Dwarf Chameleon back into a safe 
garden area after it was picked up in the Dargle area with an injured 
eye. Another reptile safely released in October was an African Rock 
Python picked up in a heavily populated area of Pietermaritzburg. A 
more suitable release site was selected in a nearby game reserve.  
 
The adult female Jackal Buzzard admitted with a broken wing a few 
months back made a complete recovery and was taken back to her 
place of origin in Underberg for release, where she flew off strongly. 
She was not the only Jackal Buzzard released in October and a 
juvenile Jackal Buzzard found on a road in the Pevensey area was 
checked over, given the all clear, monitored for a few days and 

 

SEPTEMBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  72 

Large birds:  12 

Raptors:  11 

Small mammals: 8 

Large mammals: 15 

Reptiles:  2 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  1 

Large birds:  0 

Raptors:  6 

Small mammals: 2 

Large mammals: 2 

Reptiles:  1 

 

NOTICES 

THANK YOUS: 

Emma – Donating her 

birthday money 

Scotty Rogers – Raising 

funds for FreeMe Wildlife 

for his birthday.  

Artlure Angling Club – 

Holding a fund-raising 

fishing competition. 

Blankets for Baby Rhinos 

– Donating supplies for our 

wildlife babies.  

Andy Copastagno – 

Donation of grass bales for 

bedding material 
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released where he was picked up.  
 
A young Spotted Eagle Owl picked up by some kids playing in a 
plantation area was returned to its nest site after it was flying 
strongly. We involved the kids in the release as part of educating 
them on owls and when and why not to pick baby owls up.  
 
The South African Shelduck which had been raised from a tiny 
duckling was finally ready for a life back in the wild, and a lovely 
release site was found with plenty of dams and other waterfowl, 
where she swam off happily to explore her new surroundings.  
 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

   
 

Two Bat Rescue Courses held in Howick and in Mkuze were well 

attended by concerned members of the public, who will now 

become part of our ‘Bat Response Group’. Armed with the correct 

information and skills, these valuable members will be able to 

attend to call outs for bat pups and go through the process of 

returning them to their mothers.  

Another course held at FreeMe was the Wildlife Babies course, 

which is designed to give members of the public a basic 

background knowledge on the most common baby animals found, 

and how to establish if they need to be rescued or not.  

Our team was also involved in several talks again in October, 

including presentations for PADCA homes in the Pietermaritzburg 

area, a presentation at the annual Fountainhill Estate Research 

Symposium in Wartburg, a presentation arranged by the Soil 

Analytical Services Centre at Cedara, and a presentation for the 

Bird and Wildlife Club in Eshowe.  

The learners at Siyabonga Helping Hands for Africa took part in 

various environmental activities during October as part of their 

Biodiversity Curriculum programs. These activities included water 

quality studies, building mini eco-systems and dissecting owl 

pellets for prey analysis 

 

AUGUST STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  39 

Large birds:  6 

Raptors:  4 

Small mammals: 12 

Large mammals: 8 

Reptiles:  0 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  12 

Large birds:  1 

Raptors:  3 

Small mammals: 3 

Large mammals: 4 

Reptiles:  0 

 

NOTICES 

PROJECTS: 

Long-crested Eagle 

Project – Machawe 

Maphamala – University of 

Kwazulu-Natal PhD study.  

Raptors as sentinel 

species to monitor 

environmental 

contamination in South 

Africa – Kailen Padayachee 

from the FitzPatrick 

Institute of African 

Ornithology. 

 


