
  
 
 
This is our first WESSA KZN Youth Newsletter reporting on the activities of our youth volunteers. Thanks to Joshua 
Goldman for starting the conversation and reporting on the International Coastal Cleanup events as well as the 
Youth Climate Strike. Thanks also, to Kaliope Geldenhuys for her report on Mandela Day and the Sustainable 
Development Goals in action. As WESSA Membership in the KZN Region, we are working to build our youth 
volunteer base with the aim of facilitating Local Initiates For the Environment at a grassroots community level. 
 
Margaret Burger  
Chair WESSA KZN 
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Harnessing the Power of People to Fight Ocean Trash  
September 21st was the 33rd International Coastal Cleanup. This is a global event that originated in Texas in 1986. 
After operating for more than 30 years the founder, Linda Maraniss, is amazed at how much momentum and 
traction the International Coastal Cleanup has built up, spreading across over a 100 countries, including South Africa. 
When Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife joined the global campaign in 1996, 460 people removed 9 tonnes of litter from 33 kms 
of beach. Over the past 23 years, the International Coastal Cleanup has grown to the extent that in 2018, according 
to a Plastics SA Report, 19 563 volunteers assisted along 4 300 kms of South Africa’s coastline.  

WESSA KZN Youth Newsletter October 2019 │ www.wessalife.org.za  │ kzn.chair@wessalife.org.za 
 

  

  

https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/
http://cleanupandrecycle.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2018-RSA-International-Coastal-Cleanup-Report.pdf
http://www.wessalife.org.za/
mailto:kzn.chair@wessalife.org.za


The Beachwood Mangroves action, where half the WESSA Youth team assisted, was shared by other groups and 
organisations. The hosts of the project were Plastics SA and Wildlands, with Tuffies providing the durable plastic 
bags. Along with the WESSA volunteers at the Beachwood Mangroves, were over a 1 000 other volunteers all on a 
mission to achieve – if only momentarily – a plastic-free beach. Determined to clean up as much plastic as possible, 
WESSA teams tackled both the Beachwood Mangroves and Treasure Beach.   
 

  

 

WESSA KZN Youth arrive at Treasure Beach to participate in International Coastal Cleanup Day 2019  

Siphiwe Rakgabale, Natania Botha, Mvuyisi Nzimakhwe, Siphumelele Maphumulo,  
Nkululeko Mzobe, Sbonela Sikhakhane, Kaliope Geldenhuys 

 
Upon arrival at the Beachwood Mangroves, WESSA’s team of volunteers received garbage bags and gloves and 
immediately got started. The objective was to collect and audit the different types of waste. We were blessed to 
have great weather and working as a team, 5 full bags of litter were soon collected. Trash found on the beach 
included: cigarette butts; bottles; lollipop sticks; food packaging; plastic and polystyrene containers. People were 
cleaning up all along the coast from under the Ruth First M4 Bridge, over the uMngeni, and all the way to Virginia 
Beach, where Sea Shepherd South Africa were also hosting an event.   



 

At the Beachwood Mangroves are  WESSA volunteers left to right: Ikaneng Kkine, 
Sphelele Qhinga, Joshua Goldman, Thembeka Mkhwanazi and Emmanuel Dlomo 

 
The second team, based at WESSA Treasure Beach, had a fantastic turn out. Situated at the end of Marine Drive on 
the Bluff, Treasure Beach battles with the build-up of plastic pollution. Regular clean-ups organised by WESSA help 
by preventing, as far as possible, this litter ending up back in the ocean and impacting marine ecosystems. The 
struggle against the scourge of plastic is bigger than the local community however, and requires an all-out effort and 
focus from society as a whole if we are to fight the linked crises of climate breakdown and plastic pollution. People 
joining forces as a community to remove plastic from our coastlines gives a sense of hope by taking positive action, 
but the  problem must be tackled at source if we are to make a real difference.  
 

 

Documentation was also done using Clean Swell, an app developed with the purpose of identifying the types and 
quantity of litter picked up off the beach. Ocean Conservancy built Clean Swell to track the amount of plastic being 
collected. The International Cleanup takes place once a year but the Clean Swell app is used all year-round. It allows 
smartphone users to record each item of trash they collect, then send this information to a global Ocean Trash 
Index, said to be the world's largest database of marine debris. The data helps identify trends. The images can also 
be shared via Facebook, Twitter and email to spread the word about the need to reduce wasteful, unnecessary 
consumption and clean up our mess!  

https://www.facebook.com/WESSAKZN/photos/a.553333675171195/553337435170819/?type=3&theater
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffkart/2019/04/18/clean-swell-app-contributes-to-worlds-largest-marine-debris-database/#2e80f8d0273d


Plastic, Plastic Everywhere  
International Coastal Cleanup Day 2019 was a day when people everywhere came together to make a difference and 
show they care about the environment. Volunteers from all walks of life pulled together as a unified force to clean 
the beaches. The effort has contributed greatly towards removing waste from the Durban coastline that otherwise 
would have ended up back in the ocean. However, our efforts must continue and accelerate to the level of a State of 
Emergency. Most of the waste collected comprised of plastic, which is generally made from petroleum and is not 
biodegradable. Therefore, unless it has been incinerated (in which case it will then have released toxic chemicals into 
the atmosphere), every bit of plastic that has ever been created still exists. Most plastic can only photo-degrade that 
is, break down in sunlight into smaller and smaller pieces, eventually becoming individual molecules of plastic. This 
means that in the only 50 to 60 years that we have been mass producing it, plastic is now everywhere ― in our 
water, the air, our soil, our food and our bodies. 
 

Plastic Facts  
Plastic in the environment is swallowed by birds and fish and is destroying the ecosystems upon which all life 
depends. Here are some plastic facts:  

• Plastic constitutes 90% of all waste floating in the world's oceans.  

• Research in 2014 estimated that at that time, there were 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean.  

• In some areas, the amount of plastic outweighs the amount of plankton by a ratio of six to one.  

• Of the more than 300 million tonnes of plastic the world produces each year, about 10% ends up in the ocean. 
70% of that eventually sinks, damaging life on the ocean floor while the rest floats, ending up either in the large 
vortexes known as ocean gyres, or washing up on shores around the world.  

• More than a million birds and a hundred thousand marine mammals and sea turtles die every year from eating 
or getting entangled in plastic.  

• As plastic disintegrates, it becomes small enough to be ingested by aquatic organisms. At the same time, plastic 
polymers act like sponges and absorb DDT, PCBs and nonylphenols ― toxic substances known to cause hormone 
disruption in both animals and humans. These toxins and plastic waste then enter the food chain.  

• Marine plastics facilitate the spread of invasive species, which attach to floating plastic in one region and drift 
long distances enabling them to colonise other ecosystems. 

 

Global Climate Strike  
During the week 20─27 September, 7.6 million people in a 185 Countries 
took to the streets – the biggest climate mobilisation in history. The 
objective of the Global Climate Strike is to raise awareness and put 
pressure on politicians to acknowledge and act on the climate crisis that 
the Earth and humanity is facing. Demands include declaring an 
international climate emergency and that governments implement 
urgent and concrete measures to combat the threat of impending 
climate breakdown.  
 
In South Africa, climate strikes took place in 18 major cities including 
Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Johannesburg and Durban. In recent years, 
South Africa has experienced many weather-related disasters that have 
left us in a vulnerable state. We can no longer deny the seriousness of 
the situation we are facing and must immediately take action to move 
away from fossil fuels. In addition to carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution from coal-fired power stations 
kills more than 2 200 South Africans every year, and causes thousands of 
cases of bronchitis and asthma in adults and children annually. This 
costs the country more than R30 billion per annum, through hospital 
admissions and lost working days.  

South Africa has already warmed at a rate twice the global 
average, and climate change is making droughts more 
extreme and frequent. Over the past few years, the 
recurring and worsening droughts in Limpopo have 
resulted in severe water shortages, driving up food prices 
and leaving residents without tap water.  

Click on links: 2017 Centre for Environmental Rights 
(CER) Report Broken promises: the failure of the 
Highveld Priority Area Infographic Eskom’s coal-
fired power stations make us ill and kill thousands 
of South Africans every year 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/02/how-worried-should-we-be-about-microplastics
https://globalclimatestrike.net/
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-09-17-00-for-communities-in-south-africa-climate-change-is-now
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-09-17-00-for-communities-in-south-africa-climate-change-is-now
https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Broken-Promises-full-report_final.pdf
https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Broken-Promises-full-report_final.pdf
https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CER_HPA-Infographic-web.pdf
https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CER_HPA-Infographic-web.pdf
https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CER_HPA-Infographic-web.pdf


 
 
The Youth of the Nation are in a state of distress, with protesters across 
South Africa demanding that the government take meaningful action. A 
message, shared throughout the Global Climate Strike is: “You will die of 
old age; I will die of climate change!“ This perfectly captures the feelings 
of today’s youth. They have realised that their future has been taken out 
of their hands by apathy, denialism, greed and narrow vested-interests.  
 

They have decided to take their future back by making the stand against climate change that the adults in charge – 
who are supposed to be responsible – should have made over 40 years. They have failed our current youth and 
future generations! Other posters at the protest action said: “Why are we studying for a future we won’t have!” and 
“The climate is changing, why aren’t we?“ highlighting the anger and intensity of the situation. In KwaZulu-Natal, 
strikes took place in Durban and Pietermaritzburg. In Durban, youth took to the streets and marched from the ICC to 
the City Hall.  
 
These are the four demands of the protestors in South Africa:  
1. The Government must declare a climate emergency  
2. South Africa must end all new coal, gas and oil mining projects  
3. The country must run with 100 % renewable energy by 2030  
4. Climate change education must become a mandatory part of the school curriculum  
 
Being part of the protest, it felt people were unified as a community for one purpose. Supporting the youth, were 
also older activists and spoken word artists who in expressing the issues in a creative way, helped to connect and 
motivate everyone at the strike. The energy and presence of the people was spectacular and accompanied by 
chanting, the message was delivered with clarity and power. WESSA was lucky to get some media coverage as a local 
news outlet asked WESSA volunteers their opinion on the Climate Strike. All round, it was a successful day without 
mishap, and a sense of hope that together we can push the government in the direction we must go if there is to be 
any chance of a decent future for South Africa and the world. We will continue to fight to make this a reality and for 
every South African to hold both people and planet in their hearts for a better world and future for all.   
 
Sign up as a WESSA member or supporter to find out how you can become involved and make a difference. If you 
would like to participate in future beach clean ups, join us at the Beachwood Mangroves every third Saturday. See:  
#CleanBlueLagoon and Umgeni Estuary Conservancy 
 
Joshua Goldman 
WESSA KZN Volunteer 

 

"We are doing this to wake up the 
leaders. We deserve a safe future.  

Is that too much to ask?" 
– Greta Thunberg – 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/238382846513514/
https://www.facebook.com/uMngeniEstuary/


Mandela Day   
WESSA Youth volunteers attended Johnson’s Workwear 67 minutes for Mandela Day on the 18th of July. This was 
done in collaboration with WESSA Treasure Beach Education Centre, with the 67 minutes dedicated to filling 
Ecobricks. The volunteers who assisted were: 
 
Londeka Zulu Khangelani Dlamini 
Sinenhlanhla Tineza Thembeka Mkhwanazi 
Sindi Nzama Zintle Nongaya 
Joshua Goldman Ncamisile Mchunu 
 
 

 

Left to Right: Londeka Zulu, Sinenhlanhla Tineza, Ncamisile Mchunu, Sindi Nzama, Margaret Burger, 
Treasure Beach Education Officer, Joshua Goldman, Khangelani Dlamini, Thembeka Mkhwanazi, Zintle Nongaya 

 

 
  

https://www.mandeladay.com/
https://greenpop.org/what-is-an-eco-brick/


Sustainable Development Goals Symposium  
On the 25th of July, WESSA Youth volunteers attended the Local Government Sustainable Development Goals 
Symposium, where they had been asked  to help demonstrate the SDG’s educational board game ‘GO GOALS’. The 
volunteers were: Thembeka Mkhwanazi; Muziwandile Derrick Chili; Sindi Nzama; Kaliope Geldenhuys; Zuzile Mpanza 
The aim of the Symposium was to provide a space to exchange knowledge, share best practice initiatives, 
programmes and projects that have been implemented at the local level. Over a hundred participants from all 
spheres of government, civil society, and non-governmental stakeholders participated in the Symposium, which was 
seeking to improve awareness and understanding of the SDGs, the Global Sustainability Agenda, and the role of each 
key stakeholder group in achieving them.   
 
The WESSA Youth volunteer facilitators were asked to assist with the UN-developed GO GOALS board game. Natania 
Botha, Head of Membership, arranged the facilitation, which involved each of the volunteers being present at the 
various tables, teaching and helping to make the game interactive and informative. Municipality workers were 
impressed and energised. Much conversation and entertainment was generated as a result. The volunteers 
remained as part of the symposium until lunch time and were able to sit in for various talks, which gave insight into 
the management processes of municipalities. Some were also able to network, share ideas, contribute and learn. 
The event was productive, and the volunteers enjoyed the opportunity it gave them to interact with high-powered 
professionals as well as learn more about the practical nature of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Kaliope Geldenhuys 
WESSA Youth coordinator 

http://www.mile.org.za/QuickLinks/News/Pages/news_20190725.aspx
http://www.mile.org.za/QuickLinks/News/Pages/news_20190725.aspx
https://go-goals.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


Benefit of Volunteering and Networking  
To round up, we have some good news – a success that could, in part, be attributable to our WESSA Youth volunteer 
program. Sinenhlanhla Tineza, one of our consistent volunteers, applied for a Groen Sebenza internship and was 
accepted into the WESSA Work Skills division in July.  She has a great deal of experience and is an exceptionally hard 
worker. We congratulate her and wish her well in her exciting new appointment.     
 
Kaliope Geldenhuys and Sindi Nzama are helping with volunteering at Treasure Beach as well as the Beachwood 
Mangroves and in the process, are learning a great deal from this practical, hands-on experience. They have already  
learnt much about Rocky Shores and are now tackling Geomorphology! Joshua Goldman undertook the long trip to 
Grahamstown to do a serious crash course on environmental learning, and Zamani Gwala continues with his 
Honours research on the coastal grasslands of Treasure Beach.  
       
Environmental work and learning are all encompassing!  WESSA needs all skill sets and as the KZN region we value 
the contribution each volunteer brings. 
 
Margaret Burger 
KZN Chair  
 
 

 
 
 

Learning and networking in action  
March: World Wildlife Day at Treasure Beach │ May: Sustainable Living Exhibition at the Durban Exhibition Centre 

July: Cycling at the Green Hub │ September: Botanical Society Plant Fair at the Beachwood Mangroves 
 

Youth Caring for the Earth 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geomorphology

