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EDITORS NOTE: 
 

Knowledge, if not shared, is impotent. The true value of knowledge 

lies in its ability to grow in fertile and receptive minds, and its real 

efficacy is expanding our ability and understanding when applied to 

the environment around us.  

The patient who attracted the most attention during November was 

a baby Aardvark who had been picked up in the Colenso area, found 

wandering alone in the daylight, severely emaciated, dehydrated 

and hypothermic. Sadly, this little patient, so severely compromised, 

did not survive. But the lessons we learnt from vets, caregivers and 

experts around the world while undertaking his care were 

immeasurable.  

This patient also highlighted two types of people in the wildlife 

industry - those with a passion for teaching and sharing knowledge, 

and those who (although insisting they are expert on the subject) do 

not wish to teach or share knowledge, opting rather to compromise 

the well-being of a patient because it is not directly under their care 

than divulge their knowlege to those caring for the patient.   

Ironically, these very people stop being the ‘experts’ others go to for 

advice, since they are not forthcoming with help, and others, more 

approachable and completely open to sharing and collaborating, 

step in to fill the void with their knowledge. These latter people 

perpetuate the growth of knowledge, research and understanding, 

their names remembered for longer and with more respect because 

of the difference they make in the world.  

ADMISSION STORIES: 

    
 

 

NOVEMBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  100 

Large birds:  36 

Raptors:  7 

Small mammals: 16 

Large mammals: 13 

Reptiles:  8 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  25 

Large birds:  2 

Raptors:  7 

Small mammals: 4 

Large mammals: 0 

Reptiles:  1 

 

NOTICES 

COURSES/EVENTS: 

Christmas Charity 

Challenge (bass fishing 

comp) – Saturday 14 

December 2019 – Albert 

Falls Dam - R300pp – 

Please contact Gareth 

Keough on 0827791111 for 

details 

Junior Custodians Kids 

Club – Saturday 14 

December, 10h00 – 12h00 

– make your own Christmas 

cracker – no charge for 

Custodians. 
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Our first arrivals for November were four Side-striped Jackal pups 
from the Pongola area. These youngsters had been found sopping 
wet in a culvert with no sign of their mother anywhere. The 
youngsters were picked up and taken to a vet who then contacted 
the FreeMe team to arrange transfer to our facility, where they will 
be raised for release back into the Zululand area.  
 
Another young animal affected by the severe storms we experienced 
during November was a Little Sparrowhawk chick blown out of a 
nest in Pietermaritzburg. Our intention was to try and reunite this 
youngster with his family. Our first attempt to locate the family was 
unsuccessful, but last week a resident called to say they had seen the 
mother being followed by a fledgling, and our team went out to 
successfully return the chick (now flying strongly) to his family.  
 
A juvenile Tree Hyrax had a lucky escape from a bird of prey and 
was rescued by a group of hikers who witnessed the failed 
predation attempt. The little Hyrax is still on milk (although they 
can forage from very young) and doing well under our care.  
 
A very unusual admission was that of a Tropical Shearwater picked 
up in school grounds in Pietermaritzburg, where it had been chased 
into net fencing by a belligerent group of Hadedas. This ocean-going 
bird may have strayed inland to escape the heavy storms off our 
coastline. After being given the all-clear from the vet at Ushaka 
Marine World, the bird was taken out to sea again and released.  
 
A Large-spotted Genet kitten added to our nursery of babies this 
month when she was found by farm workers in a field and picked 
up. She was then handed to Chris, who contacted FreeMe for help. 
With no way of knowing her exact point of origin, she will be hand-
raised at FreeMe and be released once she is a self-sufficient adult.  
 

RELEASE STORIES: 

    
 

November kicked off with the release of the remaining 29 Amur 
Falcons which had remained under our care over winter. With the 
flocks on their way back, and with plenty of rain and termite alates 
(‘flying ants’) and other insects around, it was time to let the Amurs 
out of their enclosure.   
 
We also had several Spotted Eagle Owl releases take place in 
November, with two young Spotted Eagle Owls being released into 

 

OCTOBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  68 

Large birds:  9 

Raptors:  11 

Small mammals: 6 

Large mammals: 4 

Reptiles:  5 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  2 

Large birds:  1 

Raptors:  5 

Small mammals: 0 

Large mammals: 1 

Reptiles:  3 

 

NOTICES 

THANK YOUS: 

Blankets for Baby Rhinos 

– Donation of blankets, 

nests and long-life milk. 

Getaway Girls – Raising 

funds for FreeMe Wildlife. 

Cut Papers – Sponsorship 

of our brochures. 

Wild Heart Wildlife 

Foundation – Donation of 

clinic equipment and 

supplies.  

Urban 68 – for raising 

funds through the sale of 

their ‘FreeMe’ pizzas. 
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Howick from a soft release pen, another being released straight 
back into home territory after recovering from a concussion (he hit 
a vehicle) and two more being returned as self-sufficient adults to 
their natal territory after being hand-reared at FreeMe following 
the death of their mother. To add to the owl releases, a White-faced 
Scops Owl was also successfully released into a new home territory 
after its broken wing had healed and it was flying strongly again.  
 
Two more Scrub Hares went to join the first two released in 
Zululand in the Mfuleni Conservancy as part of a reintroduction 
project for the species in the area.  
 
The African Spoonbill chick that had come to us all the way from 
the Drakensberg after it had been blown out of its nest was fully 
grown and ready for a return to the wild. We released it at a dam 
we have previously used for Spoonbill releases, and where other 
Spoonbills are often seen.  
 
It was time also for our young Rock Hyrax to be returned to the 
wild. This young animal, now fully grown was released onto a 
rocky outcrop in the Dargle Valley where a Rock Hyrax re-
introduction program is currently underway.  
 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

   
 

Brian Maphanga did a fantastic isiZulu talk to the learners at 

Curry’s Post Primary School on his experiences as a wildlife 

rehabilitator. Brian has been with FreeMe for many years and is a 

wealth of information.  

Our team also did a talk for the Senior Primary boys at St Charles 

College for their ‘Science Explosion’ week.  

The enviro club students from the Siyabonga Helping Hands for 

Africa groups in Imbali and Edendale completed their final section 

of their Level 2 Biodiversity Curriculum in between writing exams 

in November. The group from Imbali who completed their Level 1 

Biodiversity Curriculum also managed to fit in a field trip to the 

African Raptor Centre before the program closed for the year.  

 

SEPTEMBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  72 

Large birds:  12 

Raptors:  11 

Small mammals: 8 

Large mammals: 15 

Reptiles:  2 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  1 

Large birds:  0 

Raptors:  6 

Small mammals: 2 

Large mammals: 2 

Reptiles:  1 

 

NOTICES 

PROJECTS/RESEARCH: 

South African National 

Biodiversity Institute 

(SANBI) – Collection of 

biological samples for the 

national ‘bio-bank’ 

Lead Toxicology in 

Vultures – Linda van den 

Heever – BirdLife South 

Africa 

 


