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EDITORS NOTE: 
 

Empowering people to become actively involved in animal rescue is 

one of the things FreeMe Wildlife strives to achieve. Members of the 

public are most often on the frontline of wildlife rescue. In a lot of 

cases injuries necessitate the transport of the animal through for 

veterinary care, but sometimes the entire rescue and release 

operation can be undertaken by the member of the public under the 

guidance of our team.  

With this in mind, we not only run courses on wildlife rescue 

throughout the year but are online 24/7 to respond to calls for help. 

If it can be established that the animal in question is not injured, the 

correct protocol is to try and return the animal to a natural, safe 

state without the additional and unnecessary stress of capture and 

transport.  

We have subsequently been able to assist people to gently persuade 

antelope stuck behind fences to find the way out, reunite fledgling 

birds of all species with parents, and return bat pups to their 

mothers, just to mention a few scenarios.  

These are what we term win-win situations. The animal is kept 

where it belongs, we are able to assist remotely with an optimal 

outcome, and the member of the public is always filled with an 

immense sense of pride and accomplishment in being an animal 

rescuer.  

ADMISSION STORIES: 

    
 

One of our new arrivals for December was a baby Grey Duiker 
which was found wandering down a road in Nottingham Road with 

 

DECEMBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  63 

Large birds:  35 

Raptors:  6 

Small mammals: 35 

Large mammals: 6 

Reptiles:  9 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  18 

Large birds:  13 

Raptors:  4 

Small mammals: 13 

Large mammals: 3 

Reptiles:  2 

NOTICES 

COURSES/EVENTS: 

Junior Custodian Insight – 

Thurs 09/01/2020 at 

14h00 – Nests and 

Nestlings – booking: 

adminsupport@freemekzn.

co.za 

Charity Bass Challenge – 

Saturday 18/01/2020 – 

Albert Falls Dam - R300pp 

– Please contact Alistair 

Moores-Pitt on 082 466 

0311 for details 

Custodian Insight – 

Thursday 06/02/2020 at 

14h00 – Post Mortems – 

booking: 

adminsupport@freemekzn.

co.za 
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no mother in site. Attempts to reunite the baby Duiker with its 
mother proved futile, so it will remain under FreeMe Wildlife’s care 
until old enough to be released.  
 
The Duiker was not the only young animal admitted in December 
and was followed shortly by a very young Jackal Buzzard (recently 
fledged) which had been picked up, shoved into a tiny cage and was 
being offered for sale. Thankfully kind members of the public 
confiscated the bird and arranged for its transfer to FreeMe Wildlife, 
where it arrived a bit battered and bruised, but thankfully still in 
reasonable health.  
 
Another baby admitted was a Slender Mongoose pup with a distinct 
limp in her hind leg. X-rays revealed damage to her growth plate, 
but thankfully because of her age, she will be able to adjust to this 
slight handicap and go on to live a natural life.  
 
December saw an influx of bats, both adults and pups, come in. Bats 
need to be returned to their colony (they are not readily accepted 
into other colonies) so every effort is made to find out the location 
of roosts and return pups to mothers, and adults to colonies.  
 
One of our more intriguing admissions in December was that of a 
Common Flap-necked Chameleon with head damage. After 
consulting with several reptile experts and enthusiasts, it was 
concluded that the injuries to the head were consistent with a bird 
attack! We hope with time the injuries will heal and the chameleon 
can be released.  
 

RELEASE STORIES: 

    
 
The start of December saw two more of our Scrub Hares being 
released at Mfuleni Conservancy in Zululand as part of a 
reintroduction program for the species in the area. So far, the 
releases have gone well with camera traps picking up the released 
hares on a regular basis. 
 
Staying in the Zululand area, Mun-Ya-Wana Conservancy became 
the new home for the three Black-backed Jackal pups successfully 
hand-raised at FreeMe Wildlife as part of a jackal reintroduction 
program in the area after the jackal populations were decimated by 
distemper.  

 

NOVEMBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  100 

Large birds:  36 

Raptors:  7 

Small mammals: 16 

Large mammals: 13 

Reptiles:  8 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  25 

Large birds:  2 

Raptors:  7 

Small mammals: 4 

Large mammals: 0 

Reptiles:  1 

NOTICES 

THANK YOUS: 

Harvard House – Funds 

raised from their annual 

golf day.  

Kwawula Game Estate – 

Donation of animal care 

supplies.  

Greater Edendale Mall – 

Supply of staff diaries and 

pens for 2020. 

Karkloof Canopy Tours – 

Continued fundraising 

support.  

Ron Tavener-Smith – 

Donation of Dewalt Radial 

Arm Saw.  
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The Striped Polecat which had been under our care for two months 
recovering from a broken leg, was fully healed and able to be 
released back into the area he came from.  
 
An adult male Black Sparrowhawk which came in from the Howick 
area with a concussion after chasing a pigeon into a window was 
released on site at FreeMe Wildlife after a few days recovering. He 
was not the only sparrowhawk released as we had finally been able 
to locate the mother and sibling of the Little Sparrowhawk that had 
come in from Pietermaritzburg as a nestling, and the errand 
youngster was happily reunited with his family.  
 
Staying with birds of prey, two of our Spotted Eagle Owls settled 
into a soft release enclosure were released on the 17th of 
December, and have subsequently been seen on the property, still 
returning for the odd supplementary feed.  
 
An adult Yellow-billed Kite picked up in the Howick area with 
suspected rodenticide poisoning recovered after intensive 
treatment. It takes at least 4 weeks of treatment to counteract the 
anti-coagulant action of most rodenticides, and this is successful 
only if the poison victim is found in time. This kite was one of a 
lucky few to survive the scourge of rat poison.  
 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

   
 

Our Kids Holiday Club was a lot of fun as the focus was on hand-

made Christmas crackers which were also environmentally 

friendly.  

A new trainee facilitator will be joining the Siyabonga Helping 

Hands for Africa team this year, so the current facilitators took 

advantage of the break in training in December to get the new 

facilitator up to speed with the 12-month Biodiversity Program.  

December also saw the awards ceremony take place for the 

facilitators and students currently engaged in the first two years of 

the 12-month Biodiversity Program at the Siyabonga Helping 

Hands for Africa centres in Edendale and Imbali.  

 

OCTOBER STATISTICS 

ADMISSIONS: 

Small birds:  68 

Large birds:  9 

Raptors:  11 

Small mammals: 6 

Large mammals: 4 

Reptiles:  5 

RELEASES: 

Small birds:  2 

Large birds:  1 

Raptors:  5 

Small mammals: 0 

Large mammals: 1 

Reptiles:  3 

NOTICES 

PROJECTS/RESEARCH: 

Raptors as Indicators of 

Environmental 

Contaminants – Kailen 

Padayachee – FitzPatrick 

Institute 

Urban/Rural Parasitical 

Components in Water and 

Rock Monitors– Dr 

Courtney Cook – Water 

Research Group – North-

west University.  

Wild Tomorrow 

Fund/AWE Wildlife 

Tracking Systems – Post 

release monitoring of 

Caracal 


