
FREEME KZN WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTRE – FEBRUARY 2020 

 

Telephone: 033 330 3036 Website: www.freemekzn.co.za Email: admin@freemekzn.co.za 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE: 
 

Trying desperately to treat a poisoned Barn Owl during January just brought the horrors of 

rodenticide and insecticide poisoning home. After several days of trying everything 

possible to keep the owl alive, we unfortunately lost the battle.  

What few people realise is that poisons do not target a single species, nor do they simply 

‘disappear’ from the environment. How do you dispose of a poison? Flush it? No, then it 

ends up in the water. Burn it? No, it will release toxic chemicals into the air. Bury it? No, it 

will contaminate the soil.  

So, the question remains then, if a poison is not so easily disposed of, what suddenly 

makes it less harmless when it enters a victim’s body? Well, nothing actually. It still remains 

a hazard to the environment, and potentially effects and impacts a whole host of other 

creatures along the line, even to the extent of ending up stored in tiny amounts in the 

body fat, bones or organs of a top predator, slowly weakening their immune system 

function over time.  

The FreeMe Wildlife team is currently working with Kailen Padayachee from the FitzPatrick 

Institute of Ornithology on his study to research the accumulation of environmental toxins 

in birds of prey, to gain a far better understanding of the long term effects poisons have 

on the environment, and the long-term impact they have on those species found at the 

top of the food chain.  

And if environmental contaminants (pesticides and heavy metals) are found in other 

indicator species, how many of us are unknowingly accumulating minute amounts of 

these contaminants too, and what will the impact be on us over our lifetime? After all, 

nothing we do to the environment is without consequence to us.  
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ADMISSION STORIES: 

  
 

 
New Year’s Day saw the admission of several new patients, starting with a Southern Brown 

Egg-eater which had been injured by a cat as she was laying her eggs. Despite our best 

efforts, we sadly lost the mother snake, but we are incubating the eggs in the chance 

that they will hatch and at least her babies can be saved. 

 

A very unusual admission in the form of a European Honey Buzzard followed shortly after 

the snake. These migratory raptors make an arduous journey shortly after fledging in 

Europe and sometimes arrive in South Africa in poor condition. This young bird was 

already too weak and emaciated to bring back and died while undergoing emergency 

first aid treatment with us.  

 

Egyptian Geese don’t always choose the best nesting places. Where possible, we try not 

to remove goslings from under parental care, but in the case of six goslings trapped on an 

upstairs service shaft at Grey’s Hospital, there was no way they could follow their parents, 

and so had to be rescued and brought through to FreeMe to be raised.  

 

A tiny Large-spotted Genet kitten was admitted with severe burns. Her mother had 

dropped her while escaping the burning of a fire break. She was fortunate to be picked 

up, but we have no idea of what happened to her mother. Her treatment is going to be 

long and ongoing, but so far, she has shown remarkable strength and has been 

responding well to treatment.  

 

We currently have two Spotted Eagle Owls under our care. One came in with such a 

severe concussion it had affected his hearing and eyesight. We need to give the swelling 

in his head time to subside before it can be established how severe the damage is. The 

second owl was found caught in a barbed wire fence in Hilton. A barb was still 

embedded deeply in his wing on admission and had to be carefully removed. So far, the 

puncture wounds and tears in the wings are healing well and we are hoping he will be 

released again soon.  

ADMISSIONS: 

 BIRDS – 108                RAPTORS – 8                  MAMMALS – 21                 REPTILES – 11  
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RELEASE STORIES: 

 
 

 

 
Thankfully the adult Long-crested Eagle that came in from the Seven Oaks area after 

being hit by a truck escaped with minor injuries. A fractured scapula healed quickly with 

rest, and as soon as the bird was flying strongly in our flight enclosure, she was taken back 

to her home territory and released. She was not the only Long-crested Eagle released in 

January as it was also time for the Long-crested Eagle chick which had been hand raised 

at FreeMe to take his first flights to freedom. Released on site at FreeMe, we will be able to 

support and monitor this young raptor in his transition to independence and adulthood.  

 

An unusual amphibian admission for January was a Foam Nest Frog that accidently 

caught a ride up from Zululand to Howick with a holiday maker. After a short quarantine 

period to check it was not a carrier of the deadly chytrid fungus which has decimated 

amphibian populations across the globe, it was given the all clear and taken back to 

Zululand for release.  

 

RELEASES: 

 BIRDS – 27                RAPTORS – 4                  MAMMALS – 4                   REPTILES – 3  

PROJECTS/RESEARCH: 

Yellow-billed Kite Research – Bill Howells is studying the moult pattern changes in migrating 

Yellow-billed Kites, and FreeMe is assisting with data collection.  

uShaka Sea World – Sharing knowledge and collaboration.  

Caracal research - Post release monitoring of a Caracal released in the Zululand area which 

was fitted with a tracking device.  

Owl/Bat box project – 12 Spotted Eagle Owl boxes, 1 Wood Owl box and 2 Bat boxes installed 

in January 
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Zululand was the focus of several releases during January, and the release of the frog was 

accompanied by the release of a Nile Crocodile removed by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife from 

an unsafe location in Pietermaritzburg, three more Scrub Hares as part of our Scrub Hare 

reintroduction project, and an adult male Caracal who had spent a few months 

acclimatizing to the area in a release boma.  

 

A young Purple-crested Turaco hand raised at FreeMe was taken for soft release in 

Pietermaritzburg on a property with lots of natural forest visited often by other Purple-

crested Turacos. The soft release process will allow the young bird to settle into the area, 

while being supplementary fed, until it is completely independent.  

 

Stress severely compromises adult antelope. They easily get a condition known as capture 

myopathy that pushes their body into a severe state of shock, compromising organ 

function irreparably. An adult female Grey Duiker hit by a car was very lucky that the 

impact knocked her unconscious, allowing us to work on her without stressing her. She 

was treated for stress and concussion and left to recover in peace and quite in a 

recovery boma. She responded well to the treatment and was safely released back 

where she was found a few days later. 

 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

 
 

A lot of fun was had at our Junior Custodian Insight on nests and nestlings. Understanding 

the different kinds of nestlings is an important part of the knowledge our wildlife 

rehabilitators must have in order to correctly raise nestlings brought in. Nest types, dietary 

THANK YOUS: 

Artlure Angling Club and Googan Baits - raising funds for FreeMe Wildlife from their Christmas 

Charity Challenge fishing competition.  

Blankets for Baby Rhinos – for continued support with blankets, wheaty bags and knitted bird 

nests.  

Peter Divall – for sharing his knowledge on cytology and different techniques and uses of our 

microscope.  

Moores-Pitt Free-range Poultry – raising funds for FreeMe Wildlife from their Charity Bass 

Challenge fishing competition. 
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requirements and social needs are all very important aspects of hand-raising baby birds.  

And of course, making bird kites just added a fun activity to the Insight.  

The 12 Biodiversity Program run at Siyabonga Helping Hands for Africa Care Centres in 

Esigodeni (Edendale) and Imbali has started with a new group of educators and their 

enviro club kids starting level 1. Our previous two groups are going into level 2 and level 3 

of the program respectively.  

 

COURSES/EVENTS: 

Custodian Insight – Post Mortem. Thursday 06/02/2020 at 14h00 at FreeMe Wildlife Centre. Free 

for Custodians. Booking: adminsupport@freemekzn.co.za 

Introduction to Raptor ID Course. Saturday 15/02/2020 - 09h00 – 12h00 at FreeMe Wildlife Training 

Centre. R200 for Custodians. Booking: projects@freemekzn.co.za 

Custodian Insight – Tortoises and Natural Foods. Thursday 05/03/2020 at 14h00 at FreeMe Wildlife 

Centre. Free for Custodians. Booking: adminsupport@freemekzn.co.za 

Fountainhill Estate Bush Camp - 14/15 March 2020 at Fountainhill Estate, Warburg – R600 for 

Custodians. Bookings and information: projects@freemekzn.co.za 
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