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EDITORS NOTE: 
 

As an organisation that is permitted to deal with all indigenous mammals, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians and even invertebrates, we are committed to giving each and every patient, 

no matter what they are, the very best care we can to ensure they can be returned to 

the wild. 

But not all wildlife is viewed in equal terms, or at least with a neutral respect for their role in 

the environment. Some species have the ‘cuteness’ factor, while others are viewed as 

repulsive. Yet this categorization is only a human observation, and as such, we humans do 

certain species a huge disservice by inadvertently labelling them as less desirable, less 

appreciated and less wanted than others.  

One small example is that of spiders and sunbirds. One is decidedly less appealing than 

the other. A sunbird in a garden often brings feelings of delight, a spider, not so much. But 

these two species are tied together. Sunbirds actively feed small spiderlings to their chicks, 

and even before the chicks arrive, spiderwebs form an essential bonding medium for 

delicate moss-covered sunbird nests.  

Another contentious species is the Vervet Monkey. This species more than any other can 

cause social media wars, with clearly defined lines between those that loathe the sight of 

the monkeys, and those through whose eyes these small primates can do no wrong. 

Sadly, both extreme viewpoints can often cause more harm than good to the wellbeing 

of the monkeys themselves.  

Nature itself is balanced, and that is what we should all aim to be. No single creature is 

saint nor sinner, and the greatest gift we can give our wildlife is a neutral appreciation for 

exactly who they all are, the specific roles they fulfil in the environment, and their essential 

value in the cycle of life.   
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ADMISSION STORIES: 

 
 

 

 
One of our first patients for February required some very careful handling. An adult 

Rinkhals grabbed by dogs had the end of its tail de-gloved. Daily treatments required our 

staff to kit up in goggles (to avoid the venomous spray the snake spits) snake tongs (to 

keep a safe distance between handler and patient) and snake tubes (to safely secure 

the patient for treatment). Not the easiest patient to work with! Thankfully the next 

reptilian patient did not require such complicated handling, and the Midlands Dwarf 

Chameleon, also with a damaged tail tip, was easily treated and able to be returned to 

the area it was from in Nottingham Road.  

 

Two more chameleons, the more common Flap-necked Chameleons, have joined our 

long-term cases as both of them (both females) have damage that will take some time to 

heal. The first case, from the Bisley area, has a head wound that will need constant 

treatment till healing is complete. The second, from the Ashburton area, has an injured 

foot that will also take some time to heal fully.  

 

A species we very rarely see admitted to our centre (just because they are so rare) was 

the juvenile Cape Parrot that came in after a dog grabbed it while it was munching on 

an apple in a Bulwer farmer’s orchards. Thankfully the injuries sustained were minor (a bit 

of feathers and skin torn off on the back) and the feisty young bird has made a fantastic 

recovery under care.  

 

Another fairly rarely seen (or admitted) species is a Forest Buzzard picked up in Underberg 

on the side of the road with significant head trauma. A ruptured ear drum and eye on the 

right side of the head has sadly left the Buzzard with loss of eyesight in that eye. It will take 

time for the bird to fully recover from the trauma, and further tests will need to be done 

before it can be established if the bird will be able to survive again in the wild.  

 

ADMISSIONS: 

 BIRDS – 99                  RAPTORS – 8                  MAMMALS – 12                REPTILES – 13  
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We currently have several different antelope lambs under care. A Bushbuck lamb, a 

Blesbuck lamb and a Grey Duiker lamb all came in during February to join the antelope 

nursery squad. So far so good, and all the newcomers are thriving.  

 

The new additions of antelope lambs have been accompanied by the admission of 

several baby birds blown out of nests in storms. Our baby Bronze Mannikins alone number 

10 tiny, constantly hungry mouths adding to the cacophony in the baby bird section of  

the clinic.  

 

RELEASE STORIES: 

 

   
 

Three little Woodland Dormice who were orphaned after their mother was killed thrived 

under our care and were able to be released at a safe location in the same area they 

came from.  

 

A Southern African Python of approximately 2.5m in length made a brief stop over at the 

centre between being rescued from an irate community after it decided their chickens 

were on the menu, and being released into the safety of a nature reserve where it will 

have the option to dine on more natural prey.  

 

February also saw the release of a rehabilitation male Caracal onto the Ukuwela 

Conservancy in Zululand. The Caracal was not the only Zululand release during February, 

and the Wahlberg’s Eagle admitted in December last year suffering from a Babesia 

PROJECTS/RESEARCH: 

Owl/Bat box project – 9 Spotted Eagle Owl boxes, 1 Wood Owl box installed in February.  

 

RELEASES: 

 BIRDS – 19                RAPTORS – 3                  MAMMALS – 4                   REPTILES – 5 
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infection was also finally returned back to the area after picking up sufficient weight and 

flight fitness again.  

 

A young African Harrier Hawk picked up in the Botanical Gardens was able to be 

returned after a short stay at the centre. This species of raptors has refined the art of 

pretending to be dead, so when a dog sniffed the fledgling out, going limp and lifeless 

was its natural form of defence. Luckily there was absolutely nothing wrong with the 

young raptor, and as soon as the newly grown flight feathers had hardened, it was taken 

back to the gardens and encouraged to fly off, which it did strongly after being 

persuaded faking death was not an option.  

 

The African Harrier Hawk was followed soon after by the return of an adult Spotted Eagle 

Owl to its territory in Creighton. The bird had been admitted with a concussion that had 

left it temporary blind and deaf. Supportive feeding, care and rest slowly led to the return 

of both eyesight and hearing and once the bird was fully capable of looking after itself 

again, it was released back where it was found.  

 

 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

 

   
 

  

THANK YOUS: 

Craig and Linda Behrens from the Wartburg BuildIt – for donating 20 bags of cement for our 

antelope boma extension project.  

Jethro and Winnie – Jethro decided to donate much needed milk for the baby animals under 

our care instead of receiving presents for his birthday! 

Rita Smith – for making neat, functional bird cage covers out of our old staff uniforms.  

Andy Copastagno – for his continued support supplying us with grass bales for our outdoor 

enclosures.  
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Three of our Custodians attended the necropsy on a Water Monitor at the beginning of 

February. Necropsies, post mortems or dissections are not everyone’s cup of tea, but they 

are a necessary part of the work we do at FreeMe Wildlife to gain invaluable information 

and insights into the internal anatomy of different species, and the types of injuries that 

lead to complications and death.  

Our team did several talks to groups during February including a talk on the Amur Falcon 

Rescue to the BirdLife Midlands Club at Woodgrove in Pietermaritzburg, another to the 

Escombe Women’s Institute in Pinetown on some of the projects we run, a talk on owls, 

rodent control and the Owl Box Project to residents of The Willows complex in Howick, and 

a presentation on the Scrub Hare Reintroduction Program to the St John’s Ladies Club in 

Howick. 

Our FreeMe Wildlife Course “Introduction to Raptor ID” was well attended and a lot of fun 

was had, especially with the guessing game on different bird of prey species. Custodians 

only pay costs for all our courses, so keep your eyes open for the next one! 

The 12 Biodiversity Program groups running at Siyabonga Helping Hands for Africa Care 

Centres in Esigodeni (Edendale) and Imbali were busy with several different subjects in 

February, depending on which level the learners are on. The level 1 learners did some 

background research on biodiversity as well as a field trip to Henley dam to see 

biodiversity in action, and the Level 3 learners are into the second part of their studies on 

pollinators. 

 

COURSES/EVENTS: 

Custodian Insight – Tortoises and Natural Foods. Thursday 05/03/2020 at 14h00 at FreeMe Wildlife 

Centre. Free for Custodians. Booking: adminsupport@freemekzn.co.za 

Fountainhill Estate Bush Camp - 14/15 March 2020 at Fountainhill Estate, Warburg – R600 for 

Custodians. Bookings and information: projects@freemekzn.co.za 

Junior Custodians Holiday Club – 28 March at FreeMe Wildlife from 10h00 – 12h00. Free for Junior 

Custodians (public R50 donation). Bookings and information: custodian@freemekzn.co.za 

Custodian Insight – DNA Collection. Thursday 08/04/2020 at 14h00 at FreeMe Wildlife Centre. 

Free for Custodians. Booking: adminsupport@freemeknz.co.za 
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