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EDITORS NOTE: 
 

The value of tagging rehabilitated wildlife has proved its worth over the last month with 

two previously admitted cases arriving at the FreeMe Wildlife centre. While some people 

feel that seeing a wild animal with an ear tag, tracking collar or ID ring is not aesthetically 

appealing, the benefits far outweigh the drawbacks.  

A good example of this is the adult male Serval re-admitted to the centre after being 

trapped as a poultry thief. This individual was one of two brothers hand raised from kittens 

at FreeMe. They were later released together in the Underberg area and spent an entire 

year surviving in a natural environment without incident before the one happened on an 

area where poultry was plentiful and easy to come by. Following their movements is 

possible because they are wearing tracking collars, and it is thanks to the contact details 

on the collar that the chicken thief was able to be safely returned to our centre. The 

Serval has since been re-released into a wilder area far away from the temptation of 

poultry prey, and we continue to follow his journey thanks to the tracking collar.  

The second example is that of a Spotted Eagle Owl previously admitted to the centre 

after being hit by a car on the Hilton College road. The owl, a juvenile at the time, 

recovered from this first incident and was fitted with a SAFRING ID ring prior to release in 

the same area (but well away from the road). This same individual, identified by the ID 

ring, was admitted this month, 5 months after the first incident, after being hit again by a 

car, this time on the Karkloof road, a rough distance of 7 kms, as the crow (or owl) flies 

from the point of release in Hilton. Despite the fact the owl was now a healthy adult, she 

sadly did not survive the internal injuries as a result of this second impact. We would never 

have known who she was, her history, or that she had been doing well after her first 

release, if not for the SAFRING ID ring. So, despite losing her this time, her story reassures us 

that our rehab protocols work, and encourages us to continue in the business of giving 

compromised wildlife a second chance at life in the wild.  
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ADMISSION STORIES: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mammal admissions in April started with a Little Free-tailed Bat that had been caught by a 

cat. Thankfully, this youngster was not too severely injured and has quickly recovered and 

is growing well. Not long after this, a tiny baby Blue Duiker was rescued by the Pmb SPCA 

after someone’s cat dragged it in and has subsequently recovered from some nasty 

head wounds and is growing well under our care. Four little Four-striped Mice added to 

the baby mammal admissions and are all doing very well.  

 

As far as bird admissions go, we have had two fledgling Klaas’ Cuckoos admitted during 

the month who are being raised together for release. Sparrows, Bronze Mannikins, Red-

eyed Doves and Lesser Striped Swallows were also among the baby bird admissions for 

the month.  An unusual admission was that of a leucistic Dark-capped Bulbul. The natural 

pigments missing from some of the feathers resulted in the bird having white wing and tail 

feathers. 

 

On the raptor front, four Barn Owl chicks have added to the nursery of baby birds after 

something happened to their parents, and the owners of the home where they were 

nesting in the roof realised something was amiss after hearing them calling for food for 

two days and not seeing or hearing the parents coming in to feed as usual. An adult 

female Fish Eagle is also presently under care after she sustained some serious puncture 

wounds during a territorial battle with a neighbouring pair.  

ADMISSIONS: 

 BIRDS – 41                  RAPTORS – 9                  MAMMALS – 11                REPTILES – 1  

PROJECTS/RESEARCH: 

Owl/Bat box project – All owl and bat box installations have been put on hold until lock down is 

lifted, but we are still taking in orders. Both Barn Owls and Spotted Eagle Owls have started their 

breeding seasons.  
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RELEASE STORIES: 

 

 

  

 
 

Releases have been difficult to undertake during the lock down period, but time was of 

the essence with one of the Servals admitted during April. This cat had been hand-raised 

at FreeMe Wildlife and released in the Underberg area, only to be caught a year later in a 

trap after it found an easy supply of chickens to catch. Thankfully, the tracking collar on it 

resulted in us being able to safely retrieve it. With no reason to keep a healthy wild animal 

in a recovery enclosure, we ensured that we had the necessary permits and authority 

letter to enable us to take it out to a new release site in a large Zululand reserve where it is 

not likely to indulge in chicken catching again.  

 

An easier release was that of the Common Buzzard that has been recovering under our 

care after a collision with a vehicle resulted in some muscle damage to its chest and 

wing. The bird had been picked up on the Karkloof Road, and so when the time came for 

release, it was easy enough to release it straight from the flight tunnel at FreeMe.  

RELEASES: 

 BIRDS – 10               RAPTORS – 1                 MAMMALS – 1                 REPTILES – 0 

THANK YOUS: 

‘Anonymous’ from Pmb – using his pocket money to buy milk for our baby animals.  

Wildlife ACT – sponsorship of tracking device for the Forest Buzzard.  

Public donations – we are incredibly grateful to everyone who has supported us with that ‘little 

bit extra’ during this difficult time. It keeps us going! 
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OUTREACH AND EDUCATION: 

 

 

  

 
  

The lock down has of course put an end (temporarily) to all our outreach work. Talks have 

had to be cancelled or postponed, Custodian Insights and Kid’s Clubs have been put on 

the back burner, and there is a temporary halt to the 12 month biodiversity program run 

at the Siyabonga Helping Hands for Africa care centres in Edendale and Imbali.  

 

We have been keeping our Junior Custodians busy at home though with all sorts of 

interesting activities and were very excited to receive some fantastic photos of the 

activities.  

COURSES/EVENTS: 

ALL COURSES, INSIGHTS AND EVENTS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 


