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CHASA (The Confederation of Hunters' Associations of South Africa) conducted a survey among South African hunters 
during May 2020 on the hunting of animals and the use of the meat thus obtained. The reason for the survey was to 
obtain factual information so that a properly founded position could be formulated regarding the consumption of 
venison by local hunters. The questionnaire was made available to all the major hunters 'associations for distribution 
among their members and also distributed via social media to hunters who do not belong to hunters' associations. An 
excellent response was received from hunters and a total of 6684 useable questionnaires were returned. To the best of 
our knowledge, this is the best response ever achieved with a survey among South African hunters. This excellent 
response makes it possible to extrapolate the results and thus obtain results for the total local hunting industry. 
 

The results of the survey reveal some very interesting facts. 
 

• As expected, the survey confirms that local hunters make an enormous contribution to the South African game 
industry. A conservative estimate based on the information obtained from the survey indicates that South African 
hunters hunt more than 2.25 million animals annually. This makes local hunters by far the largest clients of 
landowners who own game. Previous research that has been done estimates that local hunters contribute about 
R11.6 billion to the South African economy. Information from this survey confirms the huge contribution of local 
hunters. 

• The fact that hunters hunt this number of animals underlines the contribution that hunters make to the 
management of game numbers and therefore also to conservation. By controlling game numbers, overgrazing is 
prevented and it is ensured that the utilization of grass, trees and shrubs that form the basis of all animal 
production takes place sustainably. 

• The meat obtained by hunting is mainly used for own use by the hunter's own family circle. However, meat is 
also made available to the wider family group, friends and staff and also donated to churches or welfare 
organizations. 

• In addition to the above use of venison, there are a significant number of hunters (14.06%) who process meat 
and who then market the products informally. This consumption ranges from small quantities processed and 
marketed by individuals up to home industries where slightly larger quantities of meat are processed and 
marketed informally. It is important to note that this practice has been around for many years and that it provides 
a market for the game that landowners produce. It should also be borne in mind that these processing operations 



 
 

 

enable hunters to hunt larger quantities of game, which contributes to the creation of a game market. In a 
country with limited jobs, this contribution by hunters must be recognized and legislation and policy must 
encourage these activities rather than restrict them, as this creates jobs. 

 

Following the information obtained from the survey and briefly summarized above, CHASA has taken the following 
position with regard to the use of venison: 
 

• We recognize the rights of hunters to preserve their cultural uses of venison and will protect and promote these 
rights; 

• We reject any attempt to place restrictions on the number of game hunters may hunt; 

• We demand that the practice whereby hunters informally make meat available to family and friends be 
recognized; 

• We recognize the practice of hunters who process venison on a limited scale and trade on the informal market; 

• We support the principle that venison sold on formal markets (eg chain stores) must comply with the 
requirements of the legislation and that venison operators can play an important role in this. 
 

CHASA will work with other role players in the industry to support these views and will communicate our views to the 
authorities in a responsible but determined manner. 
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