
 

 
 

SAGA Release: PROTEST ACTION 

by John Welch 

The events, last week, in the Free State town of Senekal, has, once again, drawn our attention to the 

importance of our constitutional rights and to do what is right within our constitutional dispensation.  

SAGA unequivocally advocates the right of free, responsible and law-abiding citizens to keep, bear and 

lawfully use firearms. Law-abiding citizens do what is right in accordance with the Constitution and the 

law. Despite having previously alluded to various constitutional rights and freedoms, let me remind 

members of those relevant to public protests. Our Constitution provides that:   

9. (1) Everyone is equal before the law and has the right to equal protection and benefit of the law.  

(2) Equality includes the full and equal enjoyment of all rights and freedoms. To promote the 

achievement of equality, legislative and other measures designed to protect or advance persons, 

or categories of persons, disadvantaged by unfair discrimination may be taken.  

(3) The state may not unfairly discriminate directly or indirectly against anyone on one or more 

grounds, including race, gender, sex, pregnancy, marital status, ethnic or social origin, colour, sexual 

orientation, age, disability, religion, conscience, belief, culture, language and birth. 

16. (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which includes—  

(a) freedom of the press and other media;  

(b) freedom to receive or impart information or ideas;  

(c) freedom of artistic creativity; and  

(d) academic freedom and freedom of scientific research.  

(2) The right in subsection (1) does not extend to—(a) propaganda for war;  

(b) incitement of imminent violence; or (c) advocacy of hatred that is based on race, ethnicity, 

gender or religion, and that constitutes incitement to cause harm. 

Section 17 of the Constitution of South Africa provides that “Everyone has the right, peacefully and 

unarmed, to assemble, to demonstrate, to picket and to present petitions.” In addition, the Regulation of 

Gatherings Act of 1993 prescribes in detail the conditions for peaceful protests, more specifically that 

none of the participants should be armed, either with firearms or other dangerous weapons. Should one 

not wish to adhere to these conditions, one should rather not participate in any protest marches or 

gatherings.  

SAGA understands that all law-abiding and responsible citizens have reached a saturation point with 

regards to crime in general, and specifically, with violent crime. Accordingly SAGA understands, but does 

not condone, the sentiments expressed and actions performed by those protesters in Senekal, when the 

alleged perpetrators appeared in court following the blatant disregard of human rights (his right to life) 

of a young farm manager. Since SAGA was not privy to a direct eye-witness’ account of what had 



 

 
 

happened, what viewers saw and heard, left a bitter taste in that the images appeared not to portray 

peaceful protest.   

SAGA members are aware that government is not sympathetic towards citizens freedom to possess 

firearms. None of these exclamations and actions contributed one iota to promote such freedom.   

In these stressful and difficult times we ask for calm and constraint. We ask that all our citizens refrain 

from making derogatory and inciteful remarks and that all efforts must be made to promote peaceful 

coexistence with others. This does not mean you must be meek and mild – within the ambit of the law 

you have the right to personal protection and the protection of others. It takes an effort to build 

relationships, however, we are obliged to do so. Let us all play a role in preventing crime and let us all 

build a nation we are proud of.  

 
 


