
 
 

 

CHASA CEO, Stephen Palos’ Christmas 2020 Message,       21 December 2020 

To the Executive, Board, Members of CHASA and all fellow hunters and wildlife sector stakeholders 

At the end of this year, which has without a doubt been one like no other in the history of mankind, it is fitting for us, as hunters, to reflect on 

the world that was, the world that is, and most importantly what we want the world that will be, to be. Not one of us could have imagined, just 

before Christmas 2019 just how things would turn just a few months later. Even a month back, again things started to look like “normality” was 

again becoming a possibility only to have the latest surge of what now appears to be a somewhat mutated form of this cursed virus spring on us 

like a bolt from the blue. Clearly, 2021 looks now to be as challenging as 2020 was.  

Our first concern as hunters, and driven by the deepest sense of empathy which true hunters all have, is for all those who have suffered lost 

loved ones, or are themselves struggling with the illness and other suffering brought on by Covid-19. The first wave seemed to largely spare 

many of us with relatively few cases reported and serious cases and deaths hardly a factor. This recent second wave sadly has not been as mild, 

and a number of our members have been affected, including losses within the greater CHASA family of loved ones. Our sincerest condolences 

and our heartfelt prayers and sympathy goes to all who have been affected, not just within the CHASA fold, but to all of humanity that are 

dealing with this scourge. 

We must, however, also have faith in the one, ancient human heritage activity which bonds us together within CHASA, which is hunting. The 

confusing and frustrating regulations which governed the access to our beloved time in the field during this year will hopefully form the basis 

for a far more enabling access to our hunting areas during 2021. More than ever will the people whose lives and livelihoods rely on our custom, 

particularly in the rural areas, need us to be spending our time and our money on hunting. While the outlook for foreign hunters in 2021 remains 

rather questionable, the local South African hunter is a stable and willing participant and by far the greatest contributor, to our private wildlife 

economy. Most hunting regions have been blessed with better rainfall this year, and game should be plentiful and in good condition. We continue 

to pray that the few areas still desperately needing relief receive their rain soon.   

Anti-hunting sentiment, driven on a grand, global scale by animal-rightist dogma has not diminished through the Coronavirus crisis. Indeed, the 

prime drivers of this farce, the big animal-rightist NGOs have seized every opportunity to weaponize the crisis in their own favour. 

Opportunistically trying to tie this virus directly to every form of animal interaction, they have spread lies and fearmongered at a level never 

before seen. While we know the fundamental good that our hunting brings, from being the original cause of humankind coming together as a 

specie, learning to collaborate and prosper, and in the modern era a fundamental cornerstone of conserving our planet through the wise, 

sustainable use of its natural resources, they would rather have humankind living in a global fishbowl, consuming artificially and intensively 

produced foods and product, separated forever from the real nature and wildlife that we are so intimately a part of. We must continue to 

challenge this onslaught and use every opportunity to bring new participants, preferably at the youngest possible age, into our cherished way 

of life. I have coined a phrase which I hope touches some and helps to inspire our message; HUNTING KEEPS IT REAL. In this far too “plastic” 

world I do hope there is still a yearning for what is truly real. 

May you have a safe, peaceful and blessed Christmas and a wonderfully and productive new year. 

 

________________  

Stephen Palos - CEO 


