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Dear Hannelie,
Thank you so much for your efficient and friendly service.
It is much appreciated.
Kind regards,
Roger Schrodetr
Baie dankie Hannelie vir die uitstekende en voortreflike
diens. Dis hoogs gewardeerd.
Groete,
Kobus Van Staden
Good day Hannelie,
Thank you so much for your prompt and professional
assistance. I really appreciate it.
Kind regards,
Alex Donaldson
Thanks again Hannelie, as always, really appreciate your
help and kindness.
Kind regards,
Mike Pereira
Hannelie,
Dankie. Dis ‘n plesier om iemand soos jy in die kantoor
te hê.
Groete,
Jansen Webb

YOUR LETTERS

Thanks Hannelie, you’re doing a fantastic job in these
very unusual circumstances!
Kind regards,
John Flanagan

Hi daar Hannelie - baie dankie vir my endorsement. Jy is net
so betroubaar en effektief soos altyd. Dis so plesier om jou
te deel… one of a kind, ek waardeur dit baie.
Groete,
Clint
Dear Hannelie,
Thank you so much for this and also please thank
Mr Jennings. Without your kindness and support, where
would we be? Looking forward to seeing you on the golf
day.
Kindest regards,
Roger Powell
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Goeie dag Hannelie,
Baie dankie vir al jou moeite, weet dit word opreg
waardeer.
Ek kan jou verseker dat jy een van min mense is wat
altyd vriendelik is en moeite doen met jou kliente word
opreg waardeer.
By voorbaat baie dankie.
Groete en strekte,
Wouter van Heerden
Hannelie, you are truly amazing. Thank you for taking
the time to tend to all my queries.
Radika Krippen

Dear Hannelie,
Many thanks for your quick service. Always a pleasure how
well you look after us members.

Wow, what service.

Kind regards,
Albrecht Piro

Groete.
Kenny O’ Connor

Baie dankie Hannelie.

Hi Hannelie
Thanks for all yours and Jason’s assistance in arranging the
shoot. Much appreciated. With sterling individuals like you
both in the organisation, one can understand why KZN Hunters'
is the best hunting association in the country.
Regards,
Yusuf Mahomedy
Goeiemôre Hannelie
Baie dankie vir jou flinke diens en goeie nuus so vinnig, dis baie
raar in SA deesdae, ek waardeer dit opreg!
Groete,
Gerrit Loubser
Dear Hannelie,
Thank you for your super efficiency in these times, when
nothing seems easy.
Take care,
Kit Bottriell
Hi Hannelie.
Once again, I thank you for your help. You and the whole
Hunting Association are wonderful. It would be impossible
without you.
Best wishes,
John Weehuizen
Dear Rose,
Please accept hereby my cancellation of my membership to the
KZN Hunting Shooting and Conservation Association.
As you are aware, I have relocated to the Southern Cape
already in November 2019 and I have now joined the Southern
Cape Hunting, due to this move.
I thank you and Hannelie for exceptionally good service that
was always rendered with a smile. I shall surely miss your
professional and friendly assistance when called upon.
I wish you all the best in the future.
Kind regards,
Louis Joubert
Afternoon Hannelie
Thank you so much for your response - it pleases me to join
such a caring family where you are advised correct when you
get out of line.
Well appreciated
Regards
BM Qwabe
Hi There Chris
All good my side thanks. I trust likewise with you?
Thanks for this response to CHASA. Fast, generous and
thorough as always from you.
Have a great weekend,
Stephen

LOVE AND WOE
Milton Mkhize		
Dennis Tarboton		
Charles Norris		
Peter Klusener		
Evan Williams		
Ron Kitney		
Johan van den Berg

Yusuf Desai
Frikkie Koch
Mothilal Dubree
Gerhard Kruger
Christiaan de Jager
Mike Cohen
It is with great sadness that we
announce the unexpected passing of
Johan van den Berg on 10 October
2020. He will be sorely missed by all
who knew him and by the hunting
community he passionately served
over many years.

Johan was known for his dedication
and commitment to ethical
hunting and his accomplishments
in the hunting fraternity speak for
themselves. Johan has served on many organisations:
KZN Hunters (exco / vice-president and life member), KZN
Hunters - Zululand Branch (chairman), Zululand Hunting &
Conservation Association (founding member / chairman),
PHASA (exco), and also a founding member of the newly
formed Custodians of Professional Hunting & Conservation
South Africa and served on the exco. He qualified as a
professional hunter under the great teaching of the late Ian
Goss.
Johan is survived by his wife, three sons, five grandsons and
a granddaughter.
His presence will be sorely missed.
R.I.P.
On Sunday, August 9, 2020, Dennis
Tarboton passed away at the age
of 62 after a brief, but heroic, fight
against cancer. Despite being aware
that Dennis was unwell and having
chatted to him several times whilst he
struggled to regain his health, the sad
news of his passing was unexpected.
A larger than life figure with an
infectious smile, Dennis was well
respected and a close friend to
many. A passionate hunter, Dennis
contributed significantly to the Association and served for
several years on the Durban Branch Committee where he
assisted with organising branch socials and with the running
of senior hunter courses.
Our friendship was forged in hunting camps and on the
shooting range where Dennis was always first to arrive, so
great was his love of hunting and the outdoors. Always well
prepared and a legendary bush chef, Dennis was happiest
around an open thorn wood fire where he enjoyed nothing
more than a laugh and a chuckle with friends and family.
His catering and hospitality were renowned, as was his
generosity to his friends and deep love for his family.
Adventures shared and hunting trips undertaken are simply
too many to mention. What can be recalled is fellowship
shared and that friendships formed around campfires last
a lifetime. Dennis invested time where it matters most, in
people and conversation. His life was lived to the full and
without regret.

Lekker namiddag.

The laughter and good cheer will be remembered each year
when we who called him our friend return to the hunting
camps he loved so dearly. May he forever rest in peace.
Dennis is survived by his wife Carol, son Lloyd, two daughters
Stacey and Sian and 4 grandchildren Mia, Liam, Jack and
Kaede.

Willie Vermaak.

Our sincere condolences to the family.

Hannelie, baie dankie, ek waardeer dit. Dankie vir julle goeie
diens en harde werk wat julle aan lede lewer, ons sien dit raak.
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NEW MEMBERS

A special word of welcome to the following members who have joined us from 19 November 2019 - 27 November 2020.
We hope to see you at some of our Association's activities. Please do not hesitate to give your Branch Chairman a call in
order to get involved with your local Branch or Association activities

4

Michael Luke

Ackerman

Edmund Phillip

Griesse

Anthony Alan

Arde

Troyden

Grobler

James Peter

Armstrong

Seth Troyden

Grobler

Graham Francis

Austin

Jackson James

Groening

Debbie-Lee

Baldock

Samson Mandlenkosi

Gumede

Lenard Carl

Beisheim

Wasilah

Haffejee

Quentin Charles

Beningfield

John West

Hendriks

Simphiwe Solly

Beqezi

Thokozani James

Hlatshwayo

Surette

Bertram

Enzo Luciano

Hulley

Gustav

Bertram

Hendrik Willem Johannes

Jacobs

Humuyan Shezad

Bhinder

Ballaram

Jagadaw

Herbert Mandla

Biyela

Jason Lloyd

Joubert

Maphosela

Biyela

Llewan

Joubert

Jaco

Boyce

Llewellyn

Joubert

Christopher Dean

Brits

John William

Kelly

Frans Pieter

Brooks

Frank Latrobe Geiger

Kelly

Sithembiso Colin

Cele

Nqaba Ephraim

Khoza

Alvin

Chetty

Mkonjiswa

Khoza

Mahomed Ahmed Saeed

Chohan

Meluleki Welcome

Khumalo

Peer Anthony James

Christopher

Wilhelm

Konig

David Robert

Clewlow

Eugene

Koster

Shaun

Coetsee

Lukas

Kruger

Jade Amber

Cole

Riaan

Kruger

Erika

Collett

Venay Pritham

Lachman

Carel Philip

Cook

Gerrit Jacobu

Loubser

Michael Courtney

Cooper

Gideon Jacobus

Louw

Bruce Ashley

Cotterrell

Benjamin Charles

Lusso

James David

Crowe

Joseph Peter

Lusso

Stephen John

Cuff

Tamir

Machpesh

Carlos Alberto

da Silva (Jnr)

Ernest Mcabangeleni

Magwaza

Carlos Alberto

da Silva (Snr)

Meshack Bhekithemba

Makhathini

Etienne

de Jager

Tracey Lynne

Mapstone

Elrich

de Jager

Paul Miguel

Marcelino

Wynand Johannes

de Jager

Senzo Khayelihle

Mate

Stephan Clement

de Robillard

Simon Goodwill

Mathenjwa

Louis Werner

de Valence

Mbongeleni Jeremiah

Mathenjwa

Ian Godfrey

Dickinson

Vimbi Nelson

Mbele

Sanele

Dlamini

Vezi Naphtal

Mbense

Ntokozo Lucky

Dlamini

Thembinkosi Musawenkosi

Mbona

Velaphi Amos

Dludla

Rodney Derick

McClean

Alexander Sydney

Donaldson

Ndukwana Assel

Mdlalose

Simon

Driemeyer

Andile Siyolo

Menyo

Marcel Henri

du Preez

Hermanus Nicolaas

Meyer

Muziwenkosi Mncengiseni

Dube

Friedel Valentin

Meyer

Clive Henry

Dwyer

Pieter Jacobus

Meyer

Jacobus Stephanus

Eicker

Siphiwe Dazmond

Mhlongo

Joel Karrigen

Elliott

Mzikayise

Mkhwanazi

Trevor David

Elrick

Molahlehi Petrus

Moloi

Jaco

Els

Faheem

Moolla

Msawenkosi

Fakude

Mkhonto

Mosery

Eugene

Ferreira

Lethaba Esaea

Mosoche

Garth

Fitzpatrick

Madevu Makhehlane

Mpontshane

Douglas Hoy

Fletcher

Gimson Molweni

Msweli

Fly Fishers Association

Truaman Sbonelo Wiseman

Mthalane

Zoe Catherine

Gladwin

Siphiwe Kaizer Phumlani

Mthembu

Gary Dennis

Gomes

Sipho Peter

Mthethwa

Jacobus Johannes Christiaan

Grabe

Mondli Emmanuel

Mthethwa

Shelton Owen

Grant

Sipho Ndoda

Mthiyane

Josh James Dennis

Grant

Bhekisigcino Johannes

Myeni

Christo Louwrens

Grewar

Emmanuel Nkosinathi

Myeza

Wiseman Mdoiseni

Mzobe

Bradley

Nagoorsamy

Krishna

Naidoo

Amshanathana

Naidoo

Maqanda Alpheus

Ndlovu

Qedukukhuluma

Ndlovu

Richard Sikhumbuzo

Ngcobo

Masosha Joseph

Ngidi

Gidion Raymond

Ngubane

Sabelo Khumbulani

Ngwane

Lwazi

Nhlangulela

Sithelo

Nxele

Qhude Nkosikhona

Nxumalo

Benjamin Vernon

Osborn

Noel

Otto

Geoffrey Treffry

Paynter

Richard

Perumal

Owen James

Peters

Ruben Hein

Potgieter

Bhekani Muzokhanyayo

Qwabe

Anesh

Radhekisson

Kriben

Reddy

Brett Struan

Robertson

Struan Henry

Robertson

Ahmad Muhammad

Salejee

Heather Gail

Schoeman

Roger Werner

Schroder

Mark Jurgen

Schutte

Alistair Clyude

Schwegmann

Mziwendoda Wiseman

Shandu

Lungani Antony

Shandu

Gugulakhe Victus

Shezi

Nhlanhla Joshua

Sibeko

Bhekinkosi

Sibiya

Hlulukwenza Christopher

Sibiya

Shaun Douglas

Skinner

Martin Christiaan

Slabbert

Joseph Lodewyk

Solms

Zach

Swart

William Glynne

Taute

Lindokuhle Nduduzo Charles

Tembe

Marc Collin

Tolmay

Byron Stuart

Tonkin

Ashton Hugh

Tucker

David-Louw

van der Westhuizen

Johan Coenraad

van der Westhuizen

Wouter Meiring

van Heerden

Meiring Charles

van Heerden

Nelanius Lanser

van Heerden

Willem Petrus

van Niekerk

Christiaan Mauritz

Van Rheede van Oudtshoorn

Cornelius Johannes

van Rooyen

Josia Frederick

van Zyl

John Daniel

Veitch

Ulrich

Viljoen

Jan Frans

Volschenk

Kyle

Wilken

Reece Adriaan

Wilken

Willem Hendrik Roedolf

Wilken

Brett Kevin

Winter

Trevor Laurence Dick

Wolmarans

John Michael

Woods

Shaun Vernon

Worthmann

Michael Kheli

Xulu

Neverdie Mzochithwayo

Zondi

Zonele Elliot

Zungu

About Us

With offices countrywide, Legally Armed (in association with
Martin Visser Attorneys Inc.) has assisted over 50 000 satisfied
clients in the last 14 years. We provide a one-stop service regarding
the administrative process of the Firearms Control
Act 2000 (Act 60 of 2000) that includes the following:
- New firearm licence applications:
• To guide potential firearm owners through a firearm 		
application by submitting proper motivations and 		
compulsory supporting documentation.
- Competency certificates
- Renewal of firearm licences and competency certificates
- Accreditation of businesses, eg: businesses in the hunting
industry, so that firearms can be obtained
- Import and export permits as well as facilitating the
complete firearm import/export process
- Estate firearms:
• Service delivery agreement with well-known estate
		 handlers all over the country regarding the transfer of
		 estate firearms so that estate files can be finalised
• Transport and storage/safekeeping of estate firearms
- Legal assistance:
• Appeals and reviews on refused/unsuccessful
		 applications
- SMS renewal reminder system
- Referral to your closest accredited:
• Firearm Training Provider
• Hunting Association
• Sport Shoot Association
• Collectors Association
• Firearm Dealer
• Shooting Club
- Preferred service provider for:
• Wildlife Ranching SA

5

2020 EXCO & BRANCH REPORTS
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
BY BRUCE AMBROSE
include the firearms control act, inflation,
emigration and the ever-increasing crime
and corruption. All of these have, in one
way or another, had a negative impact
on our Association and none of these are
going to get any easier into the future.

As we move into the next period of our
Association’s history, there are many
things to reflect on and even more to
look forward to.
In the past, you have heard me say
that we are a ‘great Association’. This
is because your EXCO has tried to
understand our role, tried to stick to our
agenda and tried to monitor the everchanging nuances of the wildlife sector
and firearm ownership, whilst trying to
be reactive to the needs of our members.
All of these activities – and many others
– are necessary foundation stones for a
successful association.
But all along the way, there have been
just so many ‘pot holes in the road’. These

However, we have achieved a lot in
recent years. Sport shooting has been
added to our scope of activities and this
is growing very well. All members are
encouraged to participate – especially in
.22 events and have a lot of fun without
busting the budget.
Our finances were a little concerning
about 2 years ago. But through rebudgeting and strict expense controls, we
have managed to return the Association
to a sound position. During the past
year, we have suffered from reduced
membership and reduced hunting, golf
days, advertising and other incomes.
Efforts must be made to manage these
elements into the future.
The Wildlife Management (damage
causing animal control and anti-poaching)
Unit was formed and they have made a
significant impact on these areas. They
have built sound relationships with
stakeholders in the industry and lead the

way in dealing with the many issues that
landowners are facing.
The two areas where we are still deficient
are Fund Raising and Marketing. Very
fortunately, we have received an offer
late last year from member Jurie Welman
to assist with these two functions.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 caused us to
put a hold on various initiatives that Jurie
wanted to introduce during 2020. As soon
as we are able to, we will resume the
planning of these initiatives.
I am stepping down as President, which
has been a thoroughly enjoyable stint
that has given me much pleasure and
enjoyment. It has also left me greatly
encouraged about the Association and
its future.
To the members of EXCO that have done
so much for the Association over the last
few years, I thank you and wish the new
President all the very best. I am confident
that we will remain a ‘great Association’
and will continue for many years to
come - to have a positive influence in
the wildlife sector whilst meeting the
needs of the membership.

CONRAD KLIPP OUR PRESIDENT FOR 2020/21
• Conrad holds both Dedicated Hunter
and Dedicated Sport Shooting status
• Being a hunter and at that stage a
Bisley shooter, the technicalities
of shooting and hunting were a
prime interest.

We welcome Conrad Klipp as our
President for 2021/2022. Conrad is
well known to many members,
however below as a form of
introduction to Conrad you will find
a brief profile of his passion for
wildlife, hunting and sport shooting.
• Conrad joined the Association July
1983.
• Served on Exco under the presidency
of both Rob Acutt (1996-1998) and
Max Meyer (1999 – 2001).
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• Conrad formed “Team Waidmannsheil”
from a group of local hunters and
shooters to participate in the shooting
events hosted by KZN Hunters. This
had many successes with this team
over many years in both the King’s Cup
and the Nyala Shoot.
• The hunter style shoots have garnered
much interest in recent years and
formats are now prescribed by
CHASA and are constantly evolving. In
December 2019 Conrad attended the
first Exco meeting as the KZN Hunters
Sport Shooting representative. After
making some progress and being on
the cusp of departing for Bloemfontein
with the KZN Team for the first time
in a few years, then the Covid-19

lockdown enforced a many month
delay in our sport shooting events.
• Early in November he attended a
CHASA Sport Shooting Bosberaad in
Port Elizabeth as the representative
for KZN. The Terms Of Reference of
the committee were finalized and
much progress was made toward
reinstatement of the national
competitions and formalizing
the events.
• Conrad has served for many years
as the Chairman of the AGM trophy
measuring committee, as well as
Chairman of the Dalton Rifle and
Gun Club.
• As a hunter in Africa, Conrad has
hunted a wide variety of game from
grey duiker to buffalo in South Africa,
Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and
Zambia. He has also hunted Red Stag,
Roe Deer and Wild Boar in Germany
and Sweden.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
BY CHRIS JENNINGS

TYRO handgun shoot. For details on
how to qualify for Sport Shooting status
please contact your Branch Committee
for information. One of the positive
benefits of attaining accredited Sports
Shooting status is that firearm licences for
Dedicated Sport Shooting purposes are
valid for 10 years.

There is little doubt that 2020 will be
remembered as possibly the most
disruptive period in the history of our
Association, as well as in the private lives
of many of our members.
MEMBERSHIP:
At the time of this report our
membership totalled 2 245, which is 147
less than the number reported for the
same period in 2019. During the current
year we re-instated 64 members who
had previously resigned and signed up
146 new members. Based on the figures
above we have accumulated around
three new members each working
week. There are various reasons for
the decline in member numbers, the
majority of which has been the migration
to Associations that offer a cheaper
membership fee structure – some of
which offer less benefits than we do.
As similar challenges face the majority
of Associations affiliated to CHASA, the
Executive regard this as a priority and
it is receiving attention at the highest
level. Emigration has accounted for a few
members and unfortunately 20 members
(that we are aware of) have passed away
during this reporting period. We offer our
sincere condolences to family, friends and
loved ones of these members.
Currently we have 1 077 adult members
who have successfully obtained
Proficiency status (57% of adult
members). In addition 12 junior members
have successfully completed the Senior
Hunters course. 939 adult members are
registered as Dedicated Hunters (49% of
adult members) and 12 junior members
have successfully obtained Dedicated
Hunter status with specific motivations.
We have accredited 31 members with
Professional Hunter status in terms of
Section 16A of the FCA. In addition,
with CHASA authorising our Association
to accredit qualifying members with
Sport Shooting status, we now have 143
members who have Dedicated Sport
Shooting status and 41 members who
have successfully completed the NRA

Members are encouraged to undertake
the practical training for Proficiency status
as this is the minimum requirement for
hunting on any Ezemvelo Controlled
Hunting Area, and is also becoming a
requirement from the majority of land
owners with whom we are currently
arranging hunting opportunities. Besides
the additional knowledge you will gain,
the courses are great fun and you get to
meet fellow members and hunters from
the Association.
Members who wish to be accredited as
Dedicated Hunters in order to own in
excess of 4 firearms and do not wish to
take advantage of hunting opportunities
administered by the Association can
now do so. The practical shooting test
has been revised and simplified for
this specific accreditation. Likewise,
members who wish to be accredited for
Dedicated Sports Shooting only can now
do so by passing the recently introduced
Dedicated Sport Shooting exam, which
means they do not have to first qualify for
Dedicated Hunter status – which was the
process in place previously. Please liaise
with your respective Branch Chairman,
or the office for more information in
this regard.
For information: we have prepared 407
(226 in 2019) endorsement letters for fire
arm applications for members in support
of their personal applications to CFR iro
new applications and renewals.
HUNTING
The Association arranged and
administered various hunting
opportunities for our members during
2020 and a big thank you to Geoff
Muller and his Team for the pre-season
preparations at Kameelkop. As usual,
Hannelie ensured the process went as
smoothly as possible with regards to
all hunting opportunities – including
Kameelkop, which presented us with
some unique challenges this year.
Once again, a special word of thanks
to Karel Landman who very generously
donated, on behalf of the Karel Landman
Trust, annually and on an on-going basis
24 non-trophy Warthog and 6 days
accommodation in one of his bush camps
for Junior Hunter hunting opportunities.
Unfortunately COVID-19 interfered with
the smooth running of this opportunity

this year and only one outing was
possible. For further information on this
initiative please contact your Branch
Chairman, or the office. A report on this
initiative can be found under the Youth
portfolio. For interest and information
– revenue collected on behalf of the
provincial treasury for 744 hunting
licences issued from the office during the
year totalled R16 166.00. During 2019
the stats were as follows: 465 licences
totalling R9 544.00. This indicates that in
spite of the various COVID-19 restrictions
members were able to get out and to
participate in some active hunting.
Further information regarding this
portfolio can be found in the report
submitted by the Hunting Committee.
NYALA NEWS MAGAZINE
The Association’s Nyala News magazine
continues to be of a high standard and we
continue to receive many compliments
on the quality and content of the
editorial. Special thanks to the Fire Tree
team for their hard work and dedication
in ensuring the magazine retains a
professional image. Many thanks to
the advertisers and contributors who
have submitted interesting articles and
photos to ensure the content is varied
and interesting. Please remember, this is
your magazine and we are continuously
looking for suitable content for each
edition so please submit whatever you
can to assist us in producing a magazine
we can all be proud of. The next edition
is due in December and for the first time
will unfortunately not include highlights
of our AGM as this has been postponed
due to the restrictions related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
WEB SITE AND FACEBOOK
The Website and Facebook page has been
upgraded and although it was a joint
effort to achieve this, special mention
needs to be made of the work done by
Hannelie and Willem de Valance and
the team at Fire Tree to maintain and
update the information. In addition to
the updating of important information,
we receive adverts for the sale of hunting
and shooting related items as well as
hunting opportunities. Members are
urged to check the Website/Facebook
page regularly to take advantage of these
offerings.
NYALA GOLF DAY
This popular event had to be rescheduled
due to COVID-19 and is planned to take
place at Mt Edgecombe CC on 16 April
2021. Further information will be made
available early in the new year.
AFFILIATION AND MEETINGS
The Association is a respected member of
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various Organisations and Forums and is
represented on the following:
CHASA – The Executive continues to
meet and lobby with both National and
Provincial Government departments,
Private Sector and International partners
to promote and ensure we continue to
enjoy the Freedom to Hunt. In addition,
CEO Stephen Palos has been as active as
the COVID-19 restrictions have permitted
in building relationships with decision
makers in Government. Due to COVID-19
restrictions only 2 Board meetings were
held in 2020 – one in February and the
other, held virtually, in September. CHASA
also represents affiliated Associations,
such as ourselves, at the Hunting
and Wildlife Association of SA Forum
(HAWASA), which is chaired by Stephen.
PROVINCIAL HUNTERS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE – No consultation during
2020. This was traditionally a Forum
consisting of representatives from the
major hunting related Stakeholders
in KZN, which met with Ezemvelo
KZN Wildlife. Ezemvelo KZNWL have
been tasked by Dept of Environmental
Affaires to establish a Provincial KZN
Wildlife Forum. It is envisioned that,
once this Forum is established, it will
represent additional stakeholders in the
broader industry – with the inclusion of
representatives from HAC.

SAPS/CFR have been reluctant to
continue engaging with the Hunters
Forum. CHASA has recently been in
discussions with the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee responsible for
SAPS/CFR and there are indications that
these crucial meetings could resume in
the not too distant future. We are indeed
fortunate that this Forum is chaired by
CHASA CEO, Stephen Palos.

TRUE GREEN ALLIANCE – We are a
Corporate Member of this organisation
that very actively promotes sustainable
use, including hunting, and is dedicated
to counteract propaganda used by animal
rights and anti-hunting lobbyists. Please
consider joining the TGA, either in your
individual capacity - or if relevant, one of
the other membership categories offered
by them.

SAGA – SA Gunowners Association.

EWT – Endangered Wildlife Trust.
Specifically active with Oribi Conservation
and combatting the practice of illegal
hunting and trafficking of these and all
other vulnerable wildlife species.

WESSA – Wildlife and Environment
Society of SA.
FREEME KZN – Wildlife Rehabilitation
Centre. We are members in the
“Corporate Custodians” category in
support of the good work they do in
preserving and conserving our indigenous
wildlife. In so doing, FreeMe now has a
better understanding of what we as an
Association stand for and how we can
assist them in achieving their goals.

IN CONCLUSION - I would like to sincerely
thank our President, Bruce Ambrose and
the members of FINCO and EXCO for the
support the office and I personally have
received during the past year. Bruce has
stepped down after 6 years as President
– which equals the time served by Dr
Player during the period 1975-1980.
Bruce’s advice, guidance and input has
made my task so much easier and has
benefitted the Association in ways too
numerous to mention. Fortunately Bruce
will continue as a member of EXCO, in
the portfolio of Past President, for the
ensuing year.

SACAN – Partners in combatting illegal
poaching with dogs and general poaching
activities. Members are encouraged
to join this organisation which offers a
“911” reaction service to any emergency
situation.
WRSA KZN – Due to the COVID-19
Pandemic the KZN AGM was postponed.
However, we continue to receive valuable
information on the activities of the local
branch as well as from the national
office. We are hopeful that, due to our
mutually beneficial relationship, we will
have additional hunting opportunities for
members and I trust our association with
KZN and the national committee of WRSA
will be long and mutually rewarding.

NATIONAL HUNTERS FORUM – this
includes the SAPS/CFR Consultative
Forum and consists of CFR accredited
hunting and shooting Associations
and other Stakeholders in the hunting
and firearms Industry who meet to
discuss challenges of common interest.
Unfortunately, during the past 4 years

A special word of thanks to our office
ladies, Hannelie and Rose, for the
dedication and support I have received
from them during this year – it has
been a team effort ensuring the level
of service to our members remains
high and that it is carried out in a most
efficient manner, in spite of the logistical
challenges that we faced due to the
COVID-19 restrictions.

MEMBERSHIP BREAKDOWN AS AT 20 NOVEMBER 2020
BRANCH

ORD

LIFE

SNR

JNR

HON
LIFE

WIFE

HON

CHILD
U 12

ASSOC

0/SEAS

COMP

TOTAL

DURBAN

409

96

167

80

9

13

2

21

2

2

6

807

ZULULAND

192

15

46

28

3

6

1

5

0

0

0

296

ALFRED COUNTY

120

9

42

15

1

1

3

7

0

1

1

200

DRAKENSBERG

97

5

19

9

0

3

1

0

0

0

0

134

VRYHEID

58

12

12

11

1

0

0

5

0

0

0

99

UPPER TUGELA

56

4

12

6

0

4

0

1

0

0

0

83

NEWCASTLE

59

4

15

8

0

5

0

5

0

0

0

96

MIDLANDS

270

23

75

53

3

7

6

13

1

1

0

452

GAUTENG

35

9

18

6

2

3

1

1

0

0

0

75

1296

177

406

216

19

42

14

58

3

4

7

2242

TOTAL

STATISTICS AS AT 20 NOVEMBER 2020
Members with Dedicated Status 		
Members with Proficiency Status 		
Members with Professional Status 		
Members with Dedicated Sport Shoot Status 		
Members who did the Tyro Shoot		
8

940
1078
31
148
48

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2020
BY AHMED HAFFEJEE

postage) for the year (2019: R244 316),
which resulted in a net revenue to the
Association of R47 874 (2019: R22 241).
There has been a substantial decline
in print volume due to members not
electing to receive the publication which
is paid for separately.

The members serving on the Finance
Committee for the current year were
Ahmed Haffejee (FINCO chairman),
Bruce Ambrose, Chris Jennings and Barry
Miller. The day to day administration
was dealt with by Rose Haring and
Hannelie Wagner. The Auditors for the
year were Viljoen & Partners.
The Audited Financial Statements for
the Association was completed and
published on the members’ section
of the Association’s website on 11
November 2020 An SMS message was
sent to all members advising of this.
A summary of the salient aspects of the
results is as follows:
NOTE 1 – REVENUE:
With reference to the Detailed
Income Statement on Pg 16 of the
Annual Financial Statements (AFS),
Membership income has decreased by
R 30 309 (2%) to R 1 417 897. There
has been a reduction in membership,
which is starting to exert pressure on
membership fees charged in order to
fund the Associations operating costs.
Ordinary membership fees increased
by 7% over the previous financial year.
Membership fees make up 88% (2019
– 80%) of the Association’s revenue
and can be categorized as fully paid
fees (ordinary members), reduced fees
(junior, senior, wife members) and nil
fees (honorary, life, child members).
Revenue also includes an amount of
R143 449 (2019: R266 557) received
from members as a payment for
Nyala News. The costs of producing
the publication totaled R 95 575 (incl.

The sales of regalia & hunting income
amounted to R50 272 (2019: R101
000) the reduction in income signifying
the impact of the Covid pandemic on
membership activities. The regalia
inventory level has increased slightly
to R130 537 (2019: R127 658).
NOTE 2 – OTHER INCOME
Other Income is detailed on Pg 16 of
the AFS.
Branch receipts are amounts generated
from branch activities. These amounts
are not used for the general operation
of the Association and must therefore
be viewed in conjunction with branch
expenses on Pg 17 of the AFS. Branches
are authorised to raise funds and
to spend those funds on branch
activities subject to branch committee
governance. In the current year branches
raised a total amount of R103 704
(2019: R135 080) including interest
received and expended R128 948
(2019: R126 489). This is included in the
results of the Association. The effects of
COVID-19 has also hampered activities
at branch level.
As you are all aware, there has been a
number of appeals made for voluntary
contributions by members – spanning
donations from ordinary members to
voluntary payments by Life and Senior
members. These appeals have raised
an amount of R 27 426 for the current
year (2019: R123 858). Members are
sincerely thanked for their generosity,
which has played a large part in assisting
to stabilise the financial wellbeing of
the Association.
CHASA affiliation and contributions
of R163 472 (2019: R165 360) are
paid to CHASA for fully paid members
(i.e. excl. junior, life & honorary
members). Members pay a levy as
part of their membership fee to
recover the cost.

NOTE 3 – OPERATING EXPENSES
Operating expenses are detailed on
Pg 17 of the AFS. Costs have decreased
8%. Association costs have been well
managed by Chris and his team. Every
effort continues to be made to curtail
expenditure including, where possible,
initiatives are implemented to reduce
costs. Our gratitude is expressed to the
Management team for the time invested
and sacrifices made especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring the
smooth operation of the Association.
NOTE 4 – OPERATING DEFICIT
Given the tough conditions under which
we have operated in the financial year
the Association regrettably reports a
deficit for the year of R 16 160 (2019:
a surplus of R 362 848).
BALANCE SHEET
The Balance Sheet is reflected on Pg 7
of the AFS with detailed explanatory
notes on Pgs 10 to 15.
All the movements on the Balance Sheet
are detailed in the Notes with no notable
changes in policy or disclosure.
The valuation of the property increased
to R1 500 000 (2019: R1 400 000). The
Executive Committee are of the opinion
that the amount of R1 500 000 closely
represents its market value.
LOOKING FORWARD
The annual budgeting objective of the
Association is to achieve profitability just
above break-even in order to accumulate
a small reserve margin each year and
thereby, build the strength of the
Association's balance sheet.
The results for 2020 reflect that the
Association has lost some ground
gained in the previous financial year.
The management team is working
towards ensuring that the Association
generates a surplus in the 2021 financial
year. The year on year continual decline
in membership does however pose
challenges that needs to be managed
and overcome.
Thank you to the team I have worked
with over the past year and best wishes
for the year ahead.

A summary of the salient aspects of the results is as follows:
INCOME STATEMENT

NOTE

2020

2019

2018

2017

YEAR ON YEAR

Revenue

1

1 611 618

1 815 763

1 741 237

1 690 124

11% - Reduction

Other Income

2

395 055

774 593

658 783

558 538

49% - Reduction

Operating Expenses

3

1 978 752

2 144 553

2 011 829

2 206 194

8% - Reduction

(Deficit) / Surplus

4

(16 160)

362 850

279 234

(61 564)

104% -Reduction
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HUNTING COMMITTEE REPORT
CHAIRMAN: BRUCE AMBROSE

experience the accommodation and
review the farm (after a recent fire).
Following discussions with the new
management, the condition of the
camp has improved and will continue
to be improved.
A recent on-site meeting with the new
management regarding the future
relationship between the Association
and the community was held and all
indications are that the community, as
well as the new management, want us to
continue into the future.

There were a number of delays and
disruptions to hunting this year, primarily
from COVID-19. In spite of a late start,
hunting did take place at most venues.

1. COVID-19 REGULATIONS.
The office issued the necessary Travel
Permits on behalf of Kameelkop to
members who hunted there during
the period that permits were required.
Licences and related documentation
were issued as necessary. The office
is fully compliant in regard to all other
COVID-19 requirements.
2. EZEMVELO AND AGM AUCTION
HUNTS.
The 2020 auction hunts at Phongolo CHA
were cancelled because of challenges
at Ezemvelo and of the influence of
COVID-19. These have been carried over
until next year. The office has negotiated
that the hunt concessions at Phongolo
be extended for another year, which will
mean that the contract will end on 31
August 2025.
3. KAMEELKOP.
The start of the hunting programme
was delayed by COVID-19. The 2020
schedule was moved to accommodate
the COVID-19 disruptions and was strictly
adhered to but a few hunters did not take
up their opportunity. Consequently, the
turnover was lower than previous years.
The community has decided to engage
with a management team from Dundee
in order to maximise the income
potential of Kameelkop – and the other
assets held by the community. This will
mean that the Association will have
less responsibility with regard to the
general and operational management of
Kameelkop, but will retain the hunting
administration function.
Mixed feedback has been received from
members who recently hunted on the
farm. After a number of complaints,
Chris and Bruce visited Kameelkop to
10

Some interesting stats for the 2020
season:
Number of hunters – 58
Number of non-hunters – 33
Number of animals harvested – 114
Amount paid over to Kameelkop –
R369 798.00
Missed shots @ R150.00 – R3 900.00

4. OTHER HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES.
These were advertised on our Website,
however due to COVID-19 some of
our regular destinations – such as
Northington - decided not to offer
hunting this season. Follow up with our
regular farms will continue for 2021.
5. DISCIPLINARY FEEDBACK.
After an exhaustive investigation, the
Crystal Waters matter is now closed.
No action was taken against the alleged
perpetrator, who resigned from the
Association before the process reached
its conclusion.
The matter of hunters sharing licences,
not having licences or TOPS permits
and shooting the incorrect animal
continued through this season. Should
any of these transgressions come to our
attention, we cannot turn a blind eye
to the contravention of the KZN Nature
Conservation Ordinance. We are obliged
to investigate and take the appropriate
action in order to maintain our standing
as a reputable and credible Association
and to enjoy our long standing and
cordial relationship with Ezemvelo.
Therefore, all known offenders can
expect to feel the punishment of the
Hunting Committee - without fear
or favour.
The message is simple and clear: Check
that all your documentation is correct
and follow the rules of the farm.

6. SPORTS SHOOTING.
All recreational shooting range
activities were shut down by COVID-19.
Recreational ranges remained closed
for a long time, whereas professional
ranges were opened very much earlier.
As a result, the CHASA shooting event in
Bloemfontein was cancelled much to the

disappointment of our shooting team.
After an extended time, government
advised that we could recommence
shooting, training and testing once again
(under strict operating conditions).
Unfortunately, this shut down severely
disrupted the shooting programme
for 2020.
We are attempting to hold the more
important Association competitions as
soon as possible.
A longer distance range for our
association members (mainly in the
greater Durban area) was again in the
spot light. The Broadway Shooting Club
range at Newlands West is quite suitable
for sighting in and practice up to 96
meters. It is clear that a longer (up to
400m) shooting range is desperately
required. Currently the standard CHASA
shoot requires 200m and the Veldskiet
distance is in the order of 350m. The use
of the recently extended Dalton Rifle
and Gun Club range could be an option
and may become available - details and
arrangements will be discussed with
their committee.

7. DCAC PROCEDURES.
There are well documented and
detailed procedure regarding DCAC.
Members have all been advised of these
procedures.
In a recent event in Ashburton, a
member was undertaking DCAC activities
and ran into difficulties with some of the
local Conservancy members. Because
the procedures were correctly followed
by him, the matter was quickly brought
to a close. Members who are involved
in DCAC activities are warned to follow
the correct procedure. Failure to do so
will handicap the office in protecting the
members involved.
This matter is now a separate portfolio
and stands alone. Therefore, it will be
excluded from this report in future.

8. ADDITIONAL HUNTING FARMS.
Bruce was approached regarding at least
2 farms in the Umkomaas Valley. The one
community has land with game and they
wanted us to get involved. They have
recently had at least 2 PH’s operating on
the farm (and both had apparently left –
reasons not known).
The second land owner is struggling
financially due to political ineptitude and
his attitude - so little progress is being
made.
After due discussion, it was agreed that
we would not get involved in either of
these opportunities.

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PORTFOLIO ANNUAL REPORT
BY NEVILLE VAN LELYVELD

• Animals such as Zebra, Baboon and
Vervets were culled by the team in
a professional manner and many
compliments were received by
Ezemvelo DCO’s and land owners
alike for the team’s professionalism,
compassion, ethics and efficiency. This
is an encouraging and very positive
reaction to what is often seen as a very
controversial, but necessary, activity.

APCN (ANTI-POACHING COLLABORATIVE
NETWORK)

Greeting to all members from the
Wildlife Management team - this was a
very challenging year for the team due
to the far-reaching effects of Covid and
related issues. I have structured the
report in point form for the ease
of reading.

DAMAGE CAUSING ANIMAL CONTROL:
• Various DCAC activities took place –
predominantly involving members
from Durban branch and the Midlands
branch.
• A few of these exercises did prove
challenging, with others going
smoothly – however, this is to be
expected due to the nature of this
activity. In one particular case the
team came under severe criticism
from various animal rightest groups.
Fortunately, since the correct
procedures as stipulated in the SACAN
TrackBox system were followed, there
were no negative repercussions for
the team. In fact we were supported
by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and their
legal department.
• A very important lesson for all our
members was learned regarding this
incident in that the procedures must
be followed to the letter – otherwise
the Association cannot protect any
member who is found to be
operating without following the
standard procedures.

In spite of the challenges caused by
Covid, the amazing team of dedicated
folk and organizations did not slow
down. The network grew beyond all
expectations in many locations – for this
I am truly grateful, honored, and find it
an amazing privilege to work with such a
committed team.
• Trackbox version 11 was developed
during the year via many virtual
meetings and team dedication. Just to
put this into perspective, the wildlife
section of Trackbox has been the
fastest developing and growing section
of the entire Trackbox system. Many
thanks particularly to the level 1 team
and in particular Brian Jones and the
SACAN team for all the work and effort
that was put in, as well as all the late
nights and tight deadlines that where
always met - with a smile. Very well
done!
• Due to the rapid growth of the APCN
it has now reached a point where the
lack of sufficient finances have started
to hamper our work. This is being
addressed by the team at present.
• Many thanks to EWT for spearheading
the education and public interaction
aspects of the network. Many thanks
to Jenny Botha and Samson Phakathi
for all the committed efforts and
passion that you have put into this
aspect of the Network.
• Many other educational activities,
team training exercises etc have been
planned for the New Year so please

watch this space as we are going to call
on members for assistance.
• I anticipate that there is possibly going
to be some opportunities for youth
training which will involve the APCN
and the KZN Hunters.

GENERAL
• Although the effects of Covid did
negatively affect the team, they
refocused and worked within the
constraints presented to them.
Technology developments, that are
becoming critical to the functioning of
the Wildlife Management portfolio of
the Association as well as to the other
Stakeholders that form part of the
team, became a priority.
• Unfortunately poaching and the
illegal hunting with dogs has been
on the increase due to the increased
levels of unemployment as a result
of Covid. The team, however, used
the lock down periods to their fullest
advantage and much was achieved
- particularly from a technologies
perspective.
Sincere thanks to all of our members
who became involved this year and
especially to our awesome team and
friends who have really bonded in
many ways and together we have really
changed the general perception and
opinion of the Association and hunters in
general. We now have folks approaching
us for help who, in the past, would never
be seen talking to us and today and they
are proud to be interacting with the
Association.
I would once again like express my
sincere gratitude to one and all and in
particular our awesome team who are
dedicated beyond belief. Thank you
all - it is a privilege to be part of such
a dynamic team. I would also like to
take this opportunity to wish the team,
their families and all of our members a
blessed Christmas and a great 2021.
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EXCO YOUTH PORTFOLIO ANNUAL REPORT
BY WILLEM DE VALENCE

It has been a real privilege for me to
continue to serve the Youth Portfolio on
EXCO during a challenging 2020 and it
gives me great pleasure to provide
my report for the year.

received evidenced by the participation
in discussions at our table after the
presentations. We also handed out the
Junior Hunters Handbook by
Tim Ivins to some of the learners. It
would be great to have more of these
opportunities at other schools within
the region to try and attract more
junior members.

Our junior membership did not grow
during 2020. Our junior membership at
31 August 2019 was 234 versus 214 at
the same time in 2020. We don’t see
any juniors at branch activities including
our monthly waterholes, shoots, training
and other activities. This is not a unique
challenge to our branch but throughout
the hunting and other associations in
South Africa. It is required to apply a
special effort to attract juniors to join
the Association and avail activities that
the juniors prefer. I would assume that
shooting and hunting would be
attractive for the juniors.

PHONGOLO DADS AND LADS/LASSES
It is with regret that this event was again
not possible in 2020 as for the last few
years due to the drought suffered at the
Phongola Nature Reserve Controlled
Hunting Area and the pandemic in 2020.
This opportunity may not be available
in the future due to a land claim on
this land.

Our goal in the Association remains
to train and involve juniors in all our
activities to ensure better ethical hunters
for tomorrow. The Association continues
to attract juniors to join the Association
to share our love for hunting and for our
beautiful country. A major reduction in
joining fees for juniors makes it possible
for juniors to join and this has allowed for
a steady growth of junior members.

WESTON AGRICULTURE COLLEGE
The Weston Agriculture College invited
the Association back to participate in their
annual career day. Hannelie and I attended
this event where I presented our role in
hunting, shooting and conservation and
the careers presented within each of these
disciplines. Our presentation was well

PONGOLO GAME RESERVE JUNIOR HUNT
This event was scheduled during the
pandemic lockdown. Two junior members
did participate in this hunt 28 June 2020
to 1 July 2020. Reece Meiring and
JJ De Valence both from the Durban
Branch participated in this hunt. Reece
managed to hunt three Impalas and JJ a
Nyala bull and an Impala penkop on
walk and stalk fashion. This event remains
a highlight on our calendar and we
are looking forward to the next events
in 2021.
It would remiss of me not to thank
Karel Landman from Pongolo Game
Ranch for his generous opportunity
to the Association. Please read the
full story in the Nyala magazine
with some pictures taken during
these events.

WILDLAND ‘DOPPIE VIR JEUG’ JUNIOR
HUNT
The Wildland ‘DOPPIE Vir Jeug’ project is
the Wildland hunting magazine’s youth
development project lead by Jan de Man.
This project is aimed at underprivileged
juniors whom never and will most probably
never hunt. We support this project by
availing some hunting opportunities
from our landowners for some of these
underprivileged juniors. Jan de Man was
already fully booked during 2019 and we
did not support this event as in 2018. This
event was not possible during 2020 due
to the pandemic and lockdown. We are
engaged with all stake holders here and
look forward to be part of this project in
2021 again. We must continue to look for
hunting opportunities and support from
our land owners and urge land owners
to contact me or any other committee
members should they be interested in this
or other junior hunting projects.
TRAINING
Dave Steyn is planning a Junior Hunters’
Course for 2021. All interested juniors
can get in touch with Dave Steyn for
more information.
Juniors, we need you to become more
active by joining our activities. This is
my outcry to call for you to support our
activities and to get your friends to join
as well. Durban branch has 214 junior
members and I am confident that we can
grow this membership and become
more active.
Yours in Junior Hunting, Shooting &
Conservation.

EXCO TRAINING REPORT
BY MITESH MAHARAJ

SENIOR HUNTERS COURSE
At the beginning of 2020, none of us could
have ever envisioned that this year would
be one of those years that none of us
would ever forget and that was because
of the COVID-19 Pandemic. This global
catastrophe interfered with our lives and
our planning.

changes, and the two Van Rooyen boys
had to drop out because of a clash of
commitments, and the Driemeyer school
boy of Greytown had a clash with Matric
Trials and could therefore not come. Also
Carmen agreed to teach Samson Phakathi
of Endangered Wildlife on a one-on-one
basis, and therefore he qualified ahead of
the larger group.

The original date that we had set for the
Senior Hunters' Course was in March. We
has 12 candidates on the list, but even
then there was talk of the crisis that the
world was facing and because of the
imminent threats of Lockdown and the
possibility that students could contract
the disease at the course, we decided to
postpone the course to June. That also
never happened because of the different
levels of Lockdown, and Carmen sent out
another provisional date for September.
We are so grateful that we could
eventually hold a most successful course
at Inkwazi in September. But unfortunately
there were therefore “casualties” along
the way because of the frequent date

So eventually in September the 8 faithful
remaining students arrived at Inkwazi
for the course. As was the case in the
past, some of the students never read
the directions correctly and were well on
their way to Ixopo before they realised
that they were lost and had to back track
to the Umkomaas river and re-read the
direction instructions. But that was all
part of the fun… and yes we did have fun
at the course. Hard work, hard studying
and much fun. This was an exceptional
group and we spoilt them out in the bush
and Sakkie gave them meals that they will
never forget, and boy did they eat!! It was
probably because it was one of the first
escapes from Lockdown into the bush that
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made them so hungry. All the students
passed with flying colours, and made
friendships that will carry on well into the
future. The group included a father-son
team, and several school boys which is
exciting because these are the hunters of
the future. Trainers and overseers were
Mithesh Maharaj and Sakkie van Vuuren.
Although the wonder of nature was
around us all the time, and we appreciated
it, Inkwazi proved to be more expensive
than in previous years because we
competed with another group that wanted
the venue for the same weekend and
so the person who leases the land from
the community, has suggested another
venue for us for 2021, and we still need to
investigate this option.

JUNIOR HUNTERS COURSE
The Junior Course is usually run in the July
school holidays but because of the messed
up school terms and different Lockdown
levels, this course was not
run during 2020.

Amphitheatre, Royal Natal, Maloti-Drakensberg Park, World Heritage Site

Maloti-Drakensberg Park

World Heritage Site
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UPPER TUGELA ANNUAL REPORT
BY OWEN GEEKIE

This past year has been very different to
say the least. We started the year well
with a successful AGM showing lots of
enthusiasm and promise for the year
ahead, especially in the Sport Shoot
department. Our committee was larger
than normal this year with each person
given a portfolio of activities to take
charge of.

which is held by Whylo distributers
under the auspices of KZN Hunters’
Upper Tugela and managed by
committee members Reggie Gerber and
Ralf Dedekind, was held in its usual
weekend (first weekend in March) and
was a great success. The shoot was sold
out in something like five hours
once the bookings opened.

First up was De Wet, Barbara and Danby
with the 2019 Ding Dong Gong shoot.
Our Vice-Chairman Marlo de Franca
managed to secure Safari and Outdoor
as a main sponsor for the shoot.
They were so pleased with what we
presented, that they have requested to
be the sole sponsor this year and that
we name our shoot for 2020 the “Safari
and Outdoor Ding Dong Gong shoot”.
The shoot was well supported but we
felt it would be a good idea to hold it a
little earlier in the year as it coincided
with the planting season making it
difficult for lot of people to attend.
We scheduled the 2020 ding dong
for September.

Things went pear shaped from there.
COVID-19 hit and we were all confined
to barracks. The very popular Kaching
gong shoot, which is run by Rob
Fortmann, had to be cancelled. The day/
night shoot was postponed and
we managed to hold it in August once
the restrictions were softened a bit.
Barbara Jacobs and Jansen Webb ran
another very successful handgun shoot
in September, where we managed
to attract many from the farming
community, members and nonmembers.

We held a successful .22 gong shoot in
December; a hand gun shoot in January
and a “Veldskiet” / “Tyro shoot”
in February. The annual Swarovski shoot,

The Ding Dong Gong shoot, which had
been scheduled to be held in September
was moved back to its original
date and is well on track for 21
November. The Fin Fur Feather is
happening this weekend (17 October)
and is very well subscribed at this stage.

As a branch, we haven’t fared too badly.
The Association as a whole is losing
members at an alarming rate. We
are trying various ways to combat this
but unfortunately, we too lost members.
We lost a few but managed to
gain a few as well. We are now 2 less
than this time last year.
Jan Human has done a sterling job, as
usual, keeping our finances in shape
and running or training. Thanks Jan.
Thank you to the rest of the Upper
Tugela committee members for all
the help and support. Thanks also to
those members who attend the shoots
that we organise. There is a lot of work
that goes into organising a shoot. As a
committee we spend hours planning
and organising activities and hours
maintaining equipment. So, it its really
good to see our members attending
but a little disheartening when there
more members of the other
associations there.
A big thanks to all the staff at head
office for the work they do behind
the scenes. Thanks to all on EXCO
for steering the Association.

MIDLANDS BRANCH ANNUAL REPORT
BY MITESH MAHARAJ

IXOPO - MARK ROBINSON
2020 started with a bang. As normal, we
have our trophy competition in January
as this creates a lot of excitement and
gets people starting to plan the coming
years hunting trips. We had twentyeight people at the waterhole and an
enjoyable evening was had by all.
For our February waterhole, we had a

Kudu horn judging evening and we had
about ten pairs of Kudu horns on display
which created a lot of interest and
debate about Kudu. This proved a nice
idea as I think the inexperienced hunters
learnt a lot from the discussions without
having to feel uncomfortable about
asking any questions. I think even
one or two of the older generation
learnt something.

JANUARY 2020 TROPHY COMPETITION
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And then our friend COVID-19
appeared, and since then we have
kept a low profile. In the early stages,
very little or no hunting was allowed
but as time passed, we were allowed
to start spending more time in
the bush. At the end of July we
organised a goose shoot and mid
August we had a pigeon shoot.

FEBRUARY 2020 KUDU EVENING

RICHMOND - ROBIN ENGLISH
One waterhole was organised at ‘The
Lazy Pig’ on 6/10/2020. There were
13 members in attendance. Some of
the members brought trophies to
be measured.
PIETERMARITZBURG - MITHESH
MAHARAJ, GAVIN LONGMORE AND
SAKKIE VAN VUUREN
The Waterholes in Pietermaritzburg
have been exciting, except for during the
period of the enforced Lockdown due to
the Corona Virus in 2020. We meet at
the Underwater Club in Pietermaritzburg
where our financial responsibility is the
upkeep of the grounds whilst the Skiboat
Club and the Underwater Diving Club are
responsible for the electricity and the
alarm system.
Our format for Waterholes was always
a talk, and a meal and a raffle which
brought in finances. Due to the Lockdown
we have had to pay out a lot and did not
have the financial input that
we used to have. This has given the
finances of Midlands a heavy blow.
Excellent talks and PowerPoint
presentations since September 2019
have been:
A talk by the FreeMe organisation that

does amazing work in rehabilitating and
releasing wild animals and so Midlands
became custodians for a period of 2 years
by giving a donation to them.
Another speaker was Ernest Victor who
gave us a PowerPoint demonstration
of his ability to make amazing chutnies
which he also sold that night, his
daughter Chante has been such a faithful
bar lady for us together with Willy even
though she is not a member. We are most
grateful to her. Wendy White a scientist
came to us in February and gave an
interesting talk on bats which she has
studied extensively for many years and
we learnt a lot. Arthur Colby, one of our
own, entertained us on more than one
occasion with topics such as “Setting up
your new rifle to be an accurate machine”
and also on another night he spoke about
accessories such as different types of
bipods. He has a wealth of knowledge
about firearms. And last but not least,
CW Lubbe told us how to keep our
mounted trophies in tip-top condition at
home, by using very practical methods.
Conservation, Although the following
technically falls into the next financial
year, we are going to mention it here
because it is an exciting venture for us
to follow to get into conservation and

into the public eye in Pietermaritzburg.
In October 2020 the Friends of Bisley
entertained us with a PowerPoint
presention about their amazing work
that they have done in the Bisley Nature
Reserve in Pietermaritzburg. This was
done by Peter West and team. We of
KZNHS&C had wanted to get involved
in Bisley as a conservation project,
when Gieppie van Rensburg was still
our Chairman, but all attempts came to
nothing at the time. Then last year the
lack of forage in the reserve had become
extremely critical and poaching had hit
such a high point so that the municipality,
who owns the land, allowed the Friends
of Bisley Nature Park group (FOBNP)
to form, and the wildlife vet Ryan van
Deventer has been called in twice
recently to free snared zebra. The FOBNP
has cut nature trails and mended fences
and the bird hide. On 18 October 2020
they held another snare removal day and
Mithesh Maharaj and Carmen Erasmus
of Midlands joined them and this will
hopefully enthuse others to get involved.
We of Midlands also donated money
towards the one snare removal of a Zebra
when the wildlife vet had to be called out
recently. We are also going to liase with
the Endangered Wildlife Trust via Samson
Phakathi who recently completed the
Senior Hunters Course with us, because
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he has extensive experience about getting
youngsters who used to be poachers,
involved in healthy alternatives. He
has already said he will give us advice.
There is an existing building in the Bisley
Reserve that could be used but it will
need to be renovated.

Thompson of King’s Firearms arranged
many prizes as well as sponsored
ammunition. We started on the expansion
of the clubhouse during October.

Unfortunately due to the interference of
the Corona Virus, the Nyala Shoot and
the Midlands AGM never occurred this
year. Both have been postponed to the
following year.

November 2019 - The Mascor Christmas
Shoot again drew many participants. Due
to a thunderstorm, shooting had to be
called off early. The downpour created
a few pools around the clubhouse and
young and old took a dip in the water.
Fantastic catering by Sampie and his
Mascor Team.

We were however able to run a successful
Senior Hunters Course at Nkwazi.
The frustration was that it had to be
postponed several times but eventually it
happened at the end of September with
Mithesh Maharaj as co-ordinator and
Sakkie van Vuuren as educator.

December 2019 - Again a huge storm
curtailed the shoot prematurely. Few
scores are available as hardly anyone
finished both exercises. Anton of TipTop
Lawnmowers kindly donated a STIHL
RE110 high pressure washer for a draw
after the shoot.

Unfortunately since September last year
we said goodbye to Gavin Longmore as
our Deputy Chairman due to his work
commitments, but thankfully Sakkie van
Vuuren stepped into the role.

DALTON - CONRAD KLIPP
September 2019 - The doctors sponsored
the braai after the shoot. A big turn out of
25 shooters on the day.

4 January 2020 CHASA shoot: 12 people
attended the annual start of year CF
CHASA shoot. It was extremely hot, where
even the experienced valley hunters ran
out of water! The shoot was followed
by a Big Bore shoot. We allowed minor
calibres to shoot however will not submit
those scores. This is a useful exercise to
work on speed and accuracy with your big
bore rifle.

October 2019 - Based on the old
German tradition of Schutzenfest we
arranged a 100 cartridge 22LR gong
shoot. 44 shooters attended with many
coming from more distant areas. Trevor

18th January 2020 - The heavens opened
again, however this time when the
shooting was finished.
Meadow Feeds sponsored the afterfunction and our thanks go to Andrew,

Johan, Retha and Stefaan. They treated us
to a magnificent Braai and some beers.
15th February 2020 - 15 members
attended the 22LR CHASA Shoot plus
shotgun.
From March the COVID-19 Pandemic
curtailed all shooting. We had planned
to host the King’s Cup; however, this was
affected by the regulations.
15th August 2020 - We returned to the
shooting range under strict protocols with
20 members attending. The shoot was
hosted by Cronje’s Engineering.
General: We have started a 1st
Wednesday of the month afternoon 22LR
CHASA shoot. On average we have an
attendance of 5 – 10 members.
The scores of members have improved
drastically with some members featuring
in the top 10 of the CHASA ranking
system. The clubhouse build is finally
complete. It is now a superb venue for
hosting shooting events.

CONCLUSION
Trials come to test us to see what we
are made of, and Midlands has weathered
the storm of the Corona Virus and
come out at the other end with a
positive attitude, albeit it poorer than
before because of expenses and
fewer income opportunities. But there
is always next year!

ZULULAND BRANCH ANNUAL REPORT
BY HENNIE BRITS

It has been a privilege for me once
again to serve on the Zululand Branch
Committee as Chairman for 2020.
This year did not go without many
challenges as COVID-19 placed a
damper on all activities.
The committee remained committed to
serve our members at all times. Taking
into account, that each of the committee
members has voluntary offered their
personal valuable time and effort,
expecting nothing in return. To all of the
committee members that continued to
add value to our branch, thank you very
much for your unselfish and continuous
support to this branch.
I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank all of our members whom
have continued to support our branch
throughout the year. Let us continue
to make use of all of the opportunities
afforded to us in 2021 to make our
branch bigger, better and stronger for all
members to enjoy.

MEMBERSHIP
We had a slight decline in numbers from
316 to 282. Thanks to all those members
who chose KZN Hunters Zululand
branch to be their choice of hunting and
shooting association.
FINANCE / TREASURE – RYNETTE
WOLMARANS
Our branch financials were reviewed
with the Association auditors as part
of our annual audit and all affairs were
confirmed to be in order. Our financials
are shared with the Association Financial
Committee and will be presented to
all association members at the
Association AGM.
Our branch finances are still at a low,
mainly due to limited funds raised from
our branch side this year. On a positive

side, we benefit a small income from
EXCO for the initiative of the entrance
fees for 10 new members proposed at
Branch level. A reminder for Branches to
earn 50% of the value of the advertising
rate for new adverts in the Nyala news
magazine, sourced at Branch level, on
receipt of payment from the advertiser.
We encourage all members to support
this as any funds to our branch are
much appreciated.

HUNTING, DCAC, RECORDS – ADRIAAN
VORSTER
The branch and association continued
to inform our members of hunting
opportunities across the province.
The need for proficiency grading
and dedicated hunter’s status were
emphasized throughout the year to all of
our members. Our branch also continued
to afford our members the opportunity
to meet these needs and requirements
by offering the same throughout the
year. Proficiency grading and dedicated
hunter status are requirements should
our members wish to make use of
association hunting opportunities and
DCAC activities.
SHOOTS, SHOOTING, RANGE – WOLLIE
WOLMARANS
Zululand continued to use the DukuDuku Shooting Range in Mtubatuba
although all shooting was halted due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
We will continue to utilize the DukuDuku range in 2021.
I would like to emphasize that it is still
a privilege for our members to have
access to a shooting range of this size
at no direct cost to our members. I
look forward for the support from our
members to ensure our continued use
of this shooting range.

TRAINING – HENNIE BRITS
Our goal in the association remains
to train and involve juniors in all our
activities to ensure better ethical
hunters for tomorrow.
This year training for senior and junior
hunters came to a halt. We will pursue
to have these course available to all
interested in 2021.

FUNDRAISING, EVENTS, PRO AND
WATERHOLES – ADRIAAN VORSTER
Although not many waterholes took
place this year, we want to thanks the
IPA again for giving us the opportunity
to make use of their facilities for our
monthly water holes.

CONCLUSION
It gives me great pleasure to report
that the Zululand Branch is healthy
and in a good state. I have all of our
committee members and our valued
members to thank and give credit to.
There is no doubt in my mind that this
Association and the Zululand Branch
belongs to our members and that their
active participation and continuous
support and input will determine its
state and future. All opportunities and
possibilities are there and presented to
us each day. We must all just collaborate
and work together to ensure that these
opportunities presented to us are
not missed.
To our committee, I want to thank you
for making yourselves available for
staying on as committee for 2021.
Yours in Hunting, Shooting &
Conservation.
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DURBAN BRANCH ANNUAL REPORT
BY WILLEM DE VALENCE

we don’t have younger generation
joining the association. Despite the
low attendance at branch activities, my
committee remained committed to serve
our members in various areas. Taking
into account that each of the committee
members has voluntary offered their
personal valuable time and effort
expecting nothing in return. It is a fact
that the current pandemic played a huge
role in all of this.

It has been a real privilege for me to
continue to serve on the Durban
Branch Committee as Chairman during
2020 and it gives me great pleasure to
provide you with my branch report for
the year.
The Durban Branch did not have a
Branch Committee over the recent years
until 2019. In January 2019, the current
serving committee members and I were
approached to serve on the Durban
Branch Committee to have the Durban
Branch ‘fire on all cylinders’ again.
The committee was quite successful
during 2019 to set some portfolios, a
key strategy and some objectives for
2019. This committee was instrumental
in making 2019 a success in realising
great activities for our members during
the year. We had monthly waterholes,
shoots, training and junior hunts on offer
for our members. Please refer to the
Durban Branch Annual Report 2019 to
read all about what happened
during 2019.
Our membership did not grow during
2020. The same decrease in membership
was noted during 2020. We had 867
members at 31 August 2019 and 809
at the same time in this year. We see
exactly the same decreasing attendance
at branch activities including our
monthly waterholes, shoots, training
and other activities. This is not a unique
challenge to our branch but throughout
the hunting and other associations in
South Africa. The main contributing
reasons for this in our branch are
members emigrating, moving from
KZN and some leaving as they are not
in a position to afford association fees
anymore. It also needs to be noted
that our membership is aging and that
18

I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank all of our members whom
have continued to support our various
branch activities throughout the year.
A big thank you goes to each of these
members! Let’s continue to make use of
all of the opportunities afforded to us
to make our branch bigger, better and
stronger for all of our members to enjoy.
Our branch finances are still on the
low side mainly due to limited funds
raised from our branch this year. With
the decline in members attending our
monthly waterholes and other activities,
limited fundraising from raffles and
other activities, it becomes challenging
to give value back to our members. We
were in the fortunate position to keep
the braai fires going at the few monthly
waterhole at no additional cost to our
members. We endeavour to focus on
fundraising going forward and count on
your support in this regard.
We will focus on two EXCO initiatives
going forward. Branches will earn 50%
of the entrance fees for new members
proposed at branch level, once the
membership is approved and active.
Branches will also earn 50% of the
value of the advertising rate for new
adverts in the Nyala magazine which
are sourced at branch level. I encourage
all our members to support these
initiatives to drive our branch’s economic
engine.
Sadly the support from our members
at the available shooting ranges have
been very low throughout the year. We
have had very few members making
use of this opportunity. This serves as
a reminder of our shoots taking place
as per the Shooting Whats App Group.
If there is no need for shooting on our
branch then we will need to regrettably
stop our branch shooting activities.
If any members have any proposal as
to increase the member participation
at our monthly shoots, please do not
hesitate to contact the committee. I

would like to emphasize that it is still
a privilege for our members to have
access to shooting ranges of this size at
no direct cost to our members. I look
forward to support from our members
to ensure our continued use of the
shooting ranges.

FINANCE / TREASURER – AHMED
HAFFEJEE.
REVIEW OF OUR FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31 AUGUST 2020:
The Durban branch generated revenue
of R6,150 from waterhole activities.
Operating expenses attributable to
waterhole events and hosting of the
AGM amounted to R7,396. A net loss
of R1,246 is reported for the current
financial year. The Covid – 19 pandemic
halted watering hole activities, which
has contributed to the lower income
generation in the financial year.
The balance sheet reflects cash on hand
of R2,538 consisting of cash at the bank
and petty cash. An amount for R6,409
is owing to the association at year end.
The Durban branch procured braai
aprons of R2,088 which have not been
sold due to the stoppage of watering
holes since April 2020. These aprons will
be sold in the new financial year.

HUNTING, DCAC, RECORDS
The branch and association continued
to inform our members of hunting
opportunities across the province.
The need for proficiency grading and
dedicated hunter and/or shooter status
was emphasized throughout the year
to all of our members. Our branch
also continued to afford our members
the opportunity to meet these needs
and requirements by offering the
same throughout the year. Proficiency
grading and dedicated hunter status
are requirements should our members
wish to make use of association hunting
opportunities and DCAC activities. Please
feel free to engage with me or any of the
other committee members if you have
a need for proficiency grading and/or
dedicated hunter/shooter status.
SHOOTS, SHOOTING, RANGE – JASON
ISRAEL
Unfortunately 2020 was not a good
active year for shooting due to
interferences by the weather, Covid
pandemic and hunting. A Tyro handgun
shoot was arranged for 24 October 2020
but since we had only one confirmed
shooter we had to cancel this shoot.

This a reminder that we have an
agreement with Broadway Shooting Club
that allows our members to make use
of this shooting range. Members visit
this range for sighting in of firearms, the
testing of home reloads and shooting
practices. This range is conveniently
situated less than four kilometres from
the N3 as it crosses the Umgeni River.
As there is permanent staff on the range
it is relatively safe to go there on your
own. A call to the KZN Hunters office is
all that is required to book a two hour
time slot. We are very fortunate to
have access to this range almost on our
doorstep.

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT – WILLEM DE
VALENCE
Our goal in the association remains
to train and involve juniors in all our
activities to ensure better ethical hunters
for tomorrow. The association continues
to attract juniors to join the association
to share our love for hunting and for our
beautiful country. A major reduction in
joining fees for juniors makes it possible
for juniors to join and this has allowed
for a steady growth of junior members.
PHONGOLA DADS AND LADS/LASSES
It is with regret that this event was again
not possible in 2020 as for the last few
years due to the drought suffered at
the Phongola Game Reserve Controlled
Hunting Area and the pandemic in 2020.
This opportunity may not be available in
the future due to a land claim on
this land.
PONGOLA GAME RESERVE JUNIOR
HUNT
This event was scheduled during
the pandemic lockdown. Two junior
members did participate in this hunt 28
June 2020 to 1 July 2020. Reece Meiring
and JJ De Valence both from the Durban
Branch participated in this hunt. Reece
managed to hunt three Impalas and JJ a
Nyala bull and an Impala penkop on walk
and stalk fashion. This event remains
a highlight on our calendar and we are
looking forward to the next events
in 2021.
It would remiss of me not to thank Karel
Landman from Pongola Game Ranch for
his generous opportunity to this branch.
Please read the full story in the Nyala
magazine with some pictures taken
during these events.

WILDLAND ‘DOPPIE VIR JEUG’ JUNIOR
HUNT
The Wildland ‘DOPPIE Vir Jeug’ project
is the Wildland hunting magazine’s
youth development project lead by
Jan de Man. This project is aimed at

underprivileged juniors whom never
and will most probably never hunt.
We support this project by availing
some hunting opportunities from
our landowners for some of these
underprivileged juniors. Jan de Man
was already fully booked during 2019
and we did not support this event as in
2018. This event was not possible during
2020 due to the pandemic and lockdown
during the lockdown. We are engaged
with all stake holders here and look
forward to be part of this project in 2021
again. We must continue to look for
hunting opportunities and support from
our land owners and urge land owners
to contact me or any other committee
members should they be interested in
this or other junior hunting projects.

TRAINING – DAVE STEYN
This year all of our training kicked off
at a very slow pace. We experienced
very low interest in training and had to
cancel all training during the pandemic
including our reloading course.
COURSES PLANNED FOR 2021 ARE AS
FOLLOWS:
• Junior Hunters Course
• Senior Hunters Course / Proficiency
Training
• Reloading Course
• Range Officers Course

FUNDRAISING, EVENTS, PRO AND
WATERHOLES – CHRIS COX
We had some great waterhole
presentations in the past but sadly these
were not possible during the 8 months
lockdown period in 2020.

support during a challenging 2020.
There is no doubt in my mind that this
Association and the Durban Branch
belong to our members and that their
active participation and continuous
support and input will determine its
state and future. All opportunities and
possibilities are there and are presented
to us each day. We must all just
collaborate and work together to ensure
that these opportunities presented to us
are not missed.
To our committee, again, thank you
stacks to each of you in which you have
managed your portfolios and also the
way that you have supported other
members in their portfolios to continue
to serve this branch. You have done us
all very proud to be in this branch. I wish
to thank you and your families for the
hard work and dedication. I also thank
you for making yourselves available for
re-election as we still need you. This is
my outcry to call for new committee
members. Durban branch has 809
members and surely we can have 10
likeminded committee members looking
after the needs of our branch for 2021.
To the committee for 2021, all of my
very best wishes and every success for
an awesome 2021!
A special word of thanks to Chris,
Hannelie and Rose from the association
office, whom all supported me and our
branch committee throughout the year
in various ways. Thank you stacks guys!
Yours in Hunting, Shooting &
Conservation.

The committee hosted the first
waterhole after the lockdown period on
23 October 2020. About 40 members
attended this waterhole with a lot of
discussions around the braai fire. It
was great catching up again with our
members around a fire!

MOST ACTIVE DURBAN BRANCH
COMMITTEE MEMBER 2020
Sadly this prize will not be awarded
this year due to the pandemic.
CONCLUSION
It gives me great pleasure to report
that we have come a long way at the
Durban Branch. The branch is in a better
state than it was a year ago but sadly
all the momentum was hampered by
the pandemic. Our committee however
remain excited about getting back
together and working on serving our
members. I have all of our committee
members and our valued members to
thank and give credit to for all of their
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NEWCASTLE BRANCH ANNUAL REPORT
BY GEOFF MÜLLER

the duration of 2020. Total members at
present are less than 100, a drop from
the last 2 to 3 years from 140 odd.

MEETINGS & NYALA NIGHTS (SOCIALS):
A number of activities and events were
planned and scheduled for 2020, but
quite the opposite from the norm of
previous years activities and events.
2020 continued from 2019 as an
unproductive year. The majority of
events were put on hold till further
notice due to the Chairman and some
of the committee members not available
due to unforeseen circumstances and
due to the “Lockdown” (COVID-19).
Unfortunately like all previous years we
lost some and gained some members for

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES:
• Organized Branch Shoots:
Only one .22 Gong Shoot took place on
the 7th of March 2020.
The day was a great success and was
attended by some 31 members. The
rest was cancelled due to “Lockdown”
(COVID-19).
• Branch Two Monthly Shoots:
The Branch two monthly shoots are
still on-going to ensure we stay on par
with out shooting skills. These casual
shoots are well attended by members
particularly during the hunting season.
But no further shoots took place after
March 2020. Due to Range closed
“Lockdown” (COVID-19).
TRAINING:
Two of our members completed the
Proficiency graded course.
CONSERVATION:
No conservation activities, not even
the Oribi Count at the Chelmsford
Nature Reserve took place - “Lockdown”
(COVID-19).

KAMEELKOP GAME RESERVE:
One game count took place in February
2020. Thereafter new external
management took over Kameelkop.
Unfortunately, all our effort with
Game Farm Management, assisting
the Community wherever possible,
arranging Zebra and introduction of
Blue Wildebeest, all down the drain.

GENERAL
Once again, all the dedicated people,
who are actively, involved one way
or another to promote the interests
of the Branch must be thanked for
their efforts.
I would like to thank all the EXCO
Members and Head Office Staff for
their support, participation and good
communication during the past year.
I would also like to take this opportunity
of wishing you all the very best for
2021 and I trust that 2021 will be
everything that you wish for
yourselves and your loved ones.
Thank You

Some of our members were to some
extent involved with Damage Causing
Animal Control (DCAC) during 2020.

ALFRED COUNTY BRANCH REPORT
BY FRED SCHEEPERS

INTRODUCTION
Ladies and gentlemen, it gives me great
pleasure to present the Chairman’s
report for Alfred County branch for
2019/2020 year.
MEMBERSHIP
We presently have 222 members
compared to 239 at the same time last
year. We are still the 4th largest of the
9 branches.
Our committee met on 2 occasions
during the year and had an overall
attendance of 70%.

OBITUARY
Herman Martins
NYALA WATERHOLES
A Nyala waterhole was held after
every shoot at Mooidraai Guest house.
All went well. Thanks to Mooidraai
Guest house for hosting our
Waterholes in Kokstad.
CLAY PIGEON SHOOT
We had one shotgun shoot this year.
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ALFRED COUNTY GOLF DAY IN
HARDING
We did not have a golf day this year.

With 2020 in our rear-view mirror, I
can only believe that we will be better
prepared for the new year.

RIFLE SHOOT
We kicked the year of with a .22
shoot. This was very well attended and
everybody had a good time.
LONG RANGE SHOOTING
No events this year
PISTOL SHOOT
No shoots took place
SENIOR HUNTERS COURSES
Did not take place.
JUNIOR RANGERS COURSE
Cancelled due to Covid
CONCLUSION
What a year, with Covid being on
every body’s lips with all the lockdown
levels and we having to adapt to a new
normal, has changed the way we run
through our daily routines. Masks and
sanitisers. Well we survived.

MERRY

Christmas

CURRENT RECORD HOLDERS
SPECIES

RW

SA

YEAR

NAME

MEASUREMENT

BLESBOK

16 8/16

16 8/16

2001

B. BOTHA

19 8/16

BONTEBOK

14

14

1987

H OLIVIER

14 12/16

BUFFALO

42

40

1976

P DE VILLIERS

45

BUSHBUCK-South African

15

14 8/16

2007

D ROSEVEARE

20 1/8

BUSHBUCK-Chobe

14

12 12/16

1982

C COULTHARD

16 1/4

BUSHPIG

5 8/16

5 8/16

2008

C G CURTIS

9 7/8

CARACAL

7 8/16

2010

M LISTER

10 12/16

DEER-FALLOW

25 4/16

25 (SUM/2)

2006

G J ENGLISH (Jnr)

29 3/18

DUIKER-GREY

4 8/16

4 8/16

2005

F A SMITH

6

DUIKER-BLUE

1 12/16

1 12/16

2004

R ALLAN

2 1/16

DUIKER-RED

2 8/16

2 8/16

2008

A HENRY

4 1/4

ELAND-Cape

35

33

2008

A ENGLISH

40 3/4

ELEPHANT

80 LBS

50 LBS

1981

R. MILLICAN

72 LBS

GEMSBUCK

40

40

1997

X VAN HEERDEN

43

GRYSBOK-Cape

3

3

GRYSBOK-Sharpe's

1 6/16

1 8/16

1968

T G ENGLISH

2 4/16

HARTEBEEST-Lichtenstein

18 8/16

19 8/16

1983

AP MALHERBE

23 14/16

HARTEBEEST-Red

23

23

2019

C L ROSEVEARE (Jnr)

26 1/2

HIPPO

29 14/16

14

2015

G GRAHAM

25

IMPALA

23 10/16

23 8/16

2019

D G ROSEVEARE

25 1/4

KLIPSPRINGER

4 2/16

4 4/16

2019

A D SMITH

5 7/16

KUDU

53 14/16

53

2002

H J KLIPP

64

LEOPARD

15 6/16

15

1989

G A SPARKS

9 12/16 length only

LION

24

23

1982

G A SPARKS

14 length only

NYALA

27

26

1990

C.T. VAN DER MERWE

32

ORIBI

5 14/16

5 8/16

2008

M DESAI

6 5/8

REEDBUCK-Common

14

14

1983

E ROHRS

18 7/16

1999

G MORRISON

18 7/16

No entry

REEDBUCK-Mtn

6 14/16

7 4/16

2010

G ENGLISH

9 1/2

RHEBUCK-Grey/Vaal

7 14/16

7 8/16

2007

S BOSSE

10 1/8

SPRINGBOK

14

13 8/16

2004

H KETOLA

16 12/16

STEENBOK

4 8/16

4 8/16

2008

H BUNGE

5 3/4

SUNI -Livingstone

3

3

2008

D ROSEVEARE

4 5/8

TSESSEBE

15

14 8/16

1984

CJ WILKINSON

15 2/16

WARTHOG

13

13 8/16

1976

M TWIGGS

17 2/16

WATERBUCK

28

28

2005

B LECK

34 5/8

WILDEBEEST-Black

22 14/16

25

2002

HJ KLIPP

31 12/16

WILDEBEEST-Blue

28 8/16

28

2007

B COLE

32 5/8

Note: This information has been reconstructed to the best of our knowledge. Should there be any errors or omissions please bring this
to our attention.		
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Est. 1873

DALTON RIFLE & GUN CLUB
HOSTS KINGS CUP AND
Schützenfest Sport Shoot
17 October 2020

Saturday turned out to be blazingly hot day, which did not deter 47 shooters to attend. It was the first function were we could
use the now fully functional electrical system and what a pleasure it was. The animal targets proved to be challenging for
shooters, however most could compensate on the gongs to get their scores up.

THANKS TO
• Kirsty, Sienna and Ryan for laying on a
superb meal.
• Mark Klipp who set up the ranges and
mowed the grass.
• Pottie and Kathryn Potgieter for
all the hard work doing the poster,
scores sheets, photos and printing.
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• Mivan Howard for taking additional
photos.
• Andrew Koch and Carl Wichmann
for supplying all the beverages. The
evening ended very early (am) and
considerable damage was done to the
stocks by all involved.

• King’s Firearms and their suppliers
for their generous donation of
ammunition and prizes. Trevor
Thompson for making all the
sponsorship arrangements.
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SCOREBOARD
Individuals
1. Henning Klipp
2. Conrad Klipp
3. Mark Klipp
4. Ryno van Zyl
5. Craig English

1590
1520
1495
1370
1345

Schützenfest
1. Waidmannsheil

5695

1. Waidmannsheil

3070

2. Jagermeister

5380

2. Jagermeister

2965

3. Team English

5005

3. Team English

2800

The easiest gong ranges:

The easiest gong to hit:

Range 2 shooting off the shooting sticks – hit ratio 85.5%

Range 2 gong 4 – sticks 65m 100mm - 1 miss 98% hits

Range 7 shooting over the tyres – hit ratio 72.3%

Range 2 gong 2 – sticks 53m 90mm – 2 misses 96% hits

Range 4 & 5 droppers and logs equal – hit ratio 68.7%

Range 2 gong 8 – sticks 50m 100mm – 5 misses 89% hits

The difficult gong ranges:
Range 8 the lang plaas – hit ratio 54.2%
Range 1 the CHAIR??? – hit ratio 54.5%
Range 3 the famous mixed grill – hit ratio 64.3%

1st - Team Waidmannsheil: From left Andrew Smith,
Henning Klipp, Paddy Rafferty & Conrad Klipp

3rd - Team English : Robin receiving prizes on behalf
of the Team
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Kings Cup

The difficult gongs:
Range 8 gong 6 – long range – 105m 125mm – 18 hits 38%
Range 6 gong 1 – steel frame and tyre 42m 70mm – 19 hits 40%
Range 6 gong 2 – steel frame and tyre 42m 50mm – 20 hits 43%
Range 8 gong 10 – long range 125m 150mm – 20 hits 43%

2nd - Team Jagermeister: From left Deon Schröder, Ryno van Zyl,
Mike Junge & Mark Klipp
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PREMIER STEEL GONG CHALLENGE

By Ralf Dedekind and Reggie Gerber

T

he 9th annual Swarovski Premier Two-Man Steel
Gong Shoot was proudly hosted at Platrand Lodge,
Ladysmith on the 7th of March 2020. The online
entries opened on the 20th of January and the
shoot was fully subscribed in just a few hours. 78 teams
ended up registering and shooting on the day.

Registration and coffee was followed by the welcome and
briefing. During the briefing the order of proceedings, safety
issues and the set-up of the ranges were discussed with the
aid of a PowerPoint presentation.

RANGE 2: KROKODIL BAAN
On this range, one gong was placed just above the water in
the dam and the other two gongs were placed about 2’’into
the water at 260m. These gongs were shot at from the sitting
position and made for some spectacular shots as water
sprayed all over on impact. As expected, the Krokodil Baan
ended up biting at few guys, with 69.36% of the gongs being
hit on this range.

The shoot was blessed with an absolutely beautiful day. The
very light breeze just broke the intensity of the heat and all
enjoyed the shade of the lush green trees around the
shooting points. The ranges were set out along the edge of
a big dam, with most of the gongs being shot at over a large
expanse of water. The distance of the closest gong on each
range was given and a smaller 6’’ gong was also included in
each range.
Except for range 2, the ranges were named after various
models of Swarovski rifle telescopes.
The ranges to be shot were presented as follows:
RANGE 1: HABICHT RANGE
Two logs were provided for the shooters to shoot over from
the prone position. The closest gong was 213m. An average
of 66.67% of the gongs were hit on this range. The most
difficult gong of the day was also on this range, being gong 1,
a smaller 6’’ gong at 350m. This gong was only hit by 33.9%
of the shooters.

Range 1
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Range 2

RANGE 3: SWAROVSKI Z3 RANGE
This range was shot from the prone position over stones.
The closest gong was 250 m and the furthest gong 304m.
This range should have produced a higher percentage hit
rate but only 69.87% of the gongs were hit.

Range 3

RANGE 6: SWAROVSKI X5 RANGE
Here another short range was shot from the kneeling
position. The furthest gong being 178m, and 79.36% of
the gongs were hit.

RANGE 4: SWAROVSKI Z5 RANGE
Range 4 proved to be the most difficult range. The shooting
position was sitting over a log provided and each team
member had to shoot from a different position over the log.
Four of the gongs were placed between 220m – 250m yet the
average hit rate of this range was the lowest overall being
66.03%.

It can therefore be seen that more closer gongs were hit
from unstable positions than further gongs from stable
positions. Of the 78 teams that ended up shooting, 96% of
the teams hit 50% or more of the gongs on the day.
In 2018, 59.38% of all gongs were hit. In 2019, 58.30%, and
this year 71.86% of all gongs were hit on the day. This could
be due to competitors shooting (marksmanship) skills
improving as shooters practice more, technological
improvements and that there are many more competitions
available to be shot these days. The fact that we had no
wind to contend with this year may also be a contributing
factor. All in all, well done to all who participated and
produced some excellent shooting.

Range 4

RANGE 5: SWAROVSKI Z6 RANGE
This was a standing range, one shooter shot out of a tree
which proved very stable and the other off shooting sticks
which proved to be quite difficult for some. The gongs were
close, the furthest gong being 220m. This range turned out to
be the easiest with 79.87% of the gongs being hit.

Range 6

Range 5
TOTAL HITS PER
GONG

GONG 1

GONG 2

GONG 3

GONG 4

GONG 5

TOTAL

RANGE 1

53

136

120

113

98

520

RANGE 2

113

118

121

69

120

541

RANGE 3

115

126

72

132

100

545

RANGE 4

97

116

115

70

117

515

RANGE 5

130

135

100

139

119

623

RANGE 6

119

132

140

103

125

619

AS PERCENTAGE

GONG 1 (% HITS)

GONG 2 (% HITS)

GONG 3 (% HITS)

GONG 4 (% HITS)

GONG 5 (% HITS)

TOTAL %

RANGE 1

33,97%

87,18%

76,92%

72,44%

62,82%

66,67

RANGE 2

72,44%

75,64%

77,56%

44,23%

76,92%

69,36

RANGE 3

73,72%

80,77%

46,15%

84,62%

64,10%

69,87

RANGE 4

62,18%

74,36%

73,72%

44,87%

75,00%

66,03

RANGE 5

83,33%

86,54%

64,10%

89,10%

76,28%

79,87

RANGE 6

76,28%

84,62%

89,74%

66,03%

80,13%

79,36
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The day ended in good time and many enjoyed the beautiful sunset next to the dam with some much-needed
refreshments. The prize giving was held early that evening followed by a delicious dinner.

Representing Whylo Distributors the sole importers of Swarovski Optic products, Trevor Wroe Street presented the
prizes to the winners.
Congratulations to:

Open Class Winners: Piet Breedt and Piet Van Den Heever with
a score of 58/60

Mixed Class Winners: Chris and Tracey Boshoff
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
- Andrew Whysal for his sponsorship of the shoot.
- Trevor Wroe Street for his hard work, organising and support
in making the shoot a success.
- The range officers who made sure the shoot ran so smoothly.
- KZN Hunters and particularly the Upper Tugela Branch and
Chairman Owen Geekie who provided us with quality gongs.
- Jabu Campher and the Platrand team who hosted us and
prepared such a beautiful venue and served a delicious
lunch on the range and dinner after the prize giving.
- Most importantly to all who participated on the day, who
showed sportsmanship and comradery which resulted in a
successful and enjoyable day for all, thank you.
Next year will be the 10th Swarovski Two Man Steel Gong
Shoot, on the 6th of March 2021.

Junior Winners: Karl and Lothar Dedekind
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Till then,
From Ralf, Reggie and Andrew.
“Keep the gongs swinging”
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KWAZULU-NATAL CLAY TARGET
CHAIRMANS PROVINCIAL REPORT 2019
This last year certainly saw a lot of changes!
Firstly, Riva Valley Club (RVC) embarked on a major range upgrade for the KZN Open in April 2019. This included
five brand-new automated traps in the UT and both ATA ranges (including automated voice releases for both
ATA ranges) and a wireless skeet range. Rob Ross is thanked for taking the lead with this major project!
Regrettably, RVC was closed in July and the landlord is thanked for hosting the club for 19 years.
With the closing of RVC, Eston Clay Target Club (ECTC) was approached to build new standard discipline ranges,
namely a Skeet, Trap and Universal Trench range. As KZN is hosting the KZN Standards Open Championship in
March 2020, as well as the Chairman’s Cup in November, the ECTC committee made the decision to go for it
and get the job done! The negotiations with RVC went well and the majority of the infrastructure (in terms
of traps/voice releases etc.), as well as other assets, were donated to ECTC in return for a year’s free membership
for RVC members.
Earth works started in late September and were finished before Christmas. Building started just after Christmas
and is now completed bar a few minor finishing touches still to be done. All the ranges are seeded with grass and
hopefully some rain will get it growing nicely. The clay trap guru Tim Swanton came down from Pretoria at the
beginning of February to install and wire up all the machines, now completed after a full week of hard work!
All told, ECTC will have outlaid in the region of R280 000 by the time they are finished, but the committee felt that
it was the right thing to do and that the fruits of this labour will benefit all KZN clay target shooters, in many direct,
and indirect, ways. A very big thanks must go out to all the ECTC committee members who all worked together to
complete this major development! A special thanks also to the Chairman Murray Raw who convinced the mother
club to allow this development.
The ranges are open for shooting and shooters are encouraged to come and support this brilliant “new” KZN club!
On that note, the KZN EXCO welcomes Kim Keyser as the new ECTC Chairman. I am sure he is up to the challenge of
overseeing the hosting of all KZN shooting events in 2020.
In other news, Impala Sport Shooting Club has upgraded their website (see www.impalashootingclub.co.za) and
is currently the only KZN registered club with its own website, well done! The KZN training initiative continued and
Eddy van den Berg and James Wood held a successful clinic on the importance of patterning your shotgun, which
was attended by 10 people. Thank you to both for organising this clinic!
This is my last provincial report and Clive Coulthard is thanked for his input! Reflecting back on the last five years, I
do believe that the province and its shooters have developed and improved. We have new blood wanting to obtain
their provincial colours.
Communication channels are such that our shooters are better informed (Facebook and WhatsApp groups),
therefore wanting to get a bit more involved. We have established a good relationship with the KZN Hunting,
Shooting & Conservation Association, recruiting new shooters, and are benefitting from their generous marketing
of our events.
Hopefully all of above will provide a foundation for the “new” KZN club (ECTC) to flourish and to leap from strength
to strength in the future.
Finally, I would like to say that it was a pleasure to be able to serve on the KZN EXCO in the interest of the sport.
Thank you to all EXCO members for your support, guidance and advice over the last five years. It was a great
team effort! I would also like to thank the CTSASA’s EXCO members and the Executive Officer for their support
(and some robust discussions - in the boardroom and on the range).

Sabine Wintner
Chairperson KZNCTSA 8 February 2020
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KWAZULU-NATAL CLAY TARGET
CHAIRMANS PROVINCIAL REPORT 2020
27th October 2020
To Whom It May Concern,
Well 2020 started off with a bang. The Eston committee under the guidance of Kim Keyser, who was elected in
mid-January, hit the ground running and got to work on completing the ranges and trying to get the grounds
neatened up and just adding the finishing touches in preparation for our KZN standards open at the end of
March. A very big thanks must go to Zane O’Donovan who took on the building task for the ranges. Also to
the Eston committee, a very big thanks for putting in extra time at the range and helping out with all the
finishing touches.
Mid-March, at the time of going into lockdown we had a record entry of 98 shooters for KZN, and that was
excluding the KZN shooters who decided that they would not enter, and rather help with umpiring/scoring etc.,
unless there were still spots left to fill by the time entries closed. After all the excitement and anticipation of the
upcoming competition we had the rugs pulled from underneath us and were sent into lockdown.
We then held a small Natal standard open after lockdown which ran smoothly and all the reports from travelling
shooters were favourable, even though the scores didn’t count for national trial selection. KZN walked away with
most of the medals in each discipline and with all the gold team medals, which I can surely put down to the fact
of now having a range where KZN shooters can practice on 4 times a week, which we were unable to do at Riva.
We unfortunately held a very poorly supported English sporting competition mid-September where only a handful
of out of province shooters entered.
Eston are at present frantically trying to finish our preparations for the Chairman’s cup, the most prestigious
shooting event on the CTSASA calendar, to be held at the end of November after the CTSASA Exco decision,
mid-September, to continue with the competition after going into level 1 lockdown.
We hope to host a successful Chairman’s cup as well as a successful year next year, and to try and recoup some
money on our investment in the new ranges, as the financial burden on the club brought about by the move
from Riva and the lockdown has taken its toll on the club’s finances, we have noticed however, that the club is
definitely better supported since the new standard ranges have been built and this will take Eston Clay target
club to new heights in the future.
Yours Faithfully
Clive Coulthard
Chairman KZNCTSA
KwaZulu-Natal Clay Target Shooting
Association
Secretary: Justin Wills
PO Box 1290
Kloof 3640
Cell: 072 600 9398
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ALFRED COUNTY

AGM SHOOT
By Fred Scheepers

Adriaan Roets enjoying the clay shoot

First 5 shottists for the day

Berti Strydom

Kurt Bunge in action

Des Govender takes a shot at one of the high birds
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Cassie van de Spy helping out with the clay thrower

Kurt Bunge doubles up on a bird

Rob Hudson follows through on a bird

Des Govender taking a shot at the bird

Craig Robinson follows through with a high bird

Cassie van de spy in action

Kurt Bunge on target

Fred Scheepers

Winners of the photo competition Ella & Leah Bunge

Back from Left – Kurt Bunge, Rob Hudson, Craig Robinson, Fred Scheepers
and Adiraan Roets, (front left to right) Ella Bunge, Desmond Govender,
Cassie van de Spy, Leah Bunge and Bertie Strydom.
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Kameelkop
My adventure at

A SPECIAL TIME WITH SPECIAL FRIENDS IN A SPECIAL PLACE.
By Henning Klipp

2020, a year to be remembered for all
the wrong reasons. However, for me
it was a year to be remembered for
all the right reasons. Our little group
of friends had successfully secured a
hunt in the Oviston Nature reserve in
the Eastern Cape. End of August was
our date! We were all very excited
and looking forward to it immensely.
Chomping at the bit, I suggested we
look for another hunt/venue earlier in
the season, closer to home. Kameelkop
came to mind, as we had had a blast
there in 2016. Cousin Mark applied, and
was successful in securing the 6th to 9th
of July. As COVID-19 panic ravaged the
planet, none of our plans were certain
anymore. Fortunately, lockdown was
eased to the extent that we could hunt
at Kameelkop. Our Eastern Cape raid
however was cancelled! Damnit!

F

inally, the time for Kameelkop
arrived! Mark was sent a nice
long list of animals we could hunt.
“Looong” grass greeted us upon
arrival, indicating good summer rain.
Some areas had been burnt, and as is
always the case, the animals are drawn
to these like magnets, making the
hunting easier, especially for the
grazing species.
34

After checking our rifles, we decided
on a strategy. I was keen for an Eland
bull which was available to us. In 2016,
these beasts had evaded stepson Chad
and I. The picture of a huge “bluebull”
with a dewlap down to his knees,
standing above us on the mountain, was
permanently lasered into the hard drive
between my ears. It evaded us on our
attempted stalk to get closer, however,
the image has ghosted me on numerous
occasions since: I had a challenge to
settle! With me I had my trusty Blaser
R93, 6.5 x 55 “Swedemoor”. Loads were
142gr Nosler Accubond Long Range
bullets, leaving the barrel at a speed
the young upstart swamp cartridge
Creedmoor can only dream of. I can
shoot this rifle with extreme precision,
and make up with precision what it lacks
in sheer brawn. Field guide Themba and
I were going to head around the back
end of the mountain to look for an Eland
bull or whatever else was destined to
be put in the cold room. Mark and Deon
were going to hit the camp side area. On
the flat open area, close to the Wasbank
village, I spotted an incredibly good
trophy Impala. Parking the Hilux behind
a concrete water reservoir, I slinked
into the bush in the hope of getting the
Impala. He was terribly busy rounding up

females and I thought this would be his
undoing, as is so often the case for beast
... and man. Luck was on his side this
day and he moved further and further
away until I was unable to see him. After
about 30 minutes I gave up and returned
to the vehicle, keen to rather spend time
looking for Eland.
We climbed the rocky pass in low range
and crested the top. Themba tapped
on the roof and whispered to me he
could see some Blesbuck. Thinking
quickly, I let the Hilux roll partially back
down the hill, stopped and debussed.
Confirming with Themba, he said he’d
seen some Blesbuck and explained to
me where they were. I grabbed my
rifle and shooting sticks and stalked up
and forward. The grass was about head
high and the wind was blowing strongly
from my nine. Through the waving
seed heads I could make out the horns
and heads of three Blesbuck looking in
my direction. They were not far, and I
thought a headshot was indeed possible,
as this was the only part of the animals
I could see. Try as I may, I could not get
a clear shot. I was just not tall enough
and there was no rock or termite mound
to clamber onto. Moving to my left in
an attempt to get a clear view was the

Seek and you
will find

last thing they tolerated, and I could see
their horns depart and vanish in the grass.
Cursing silently, I was just about to turn
and head back to the vehicle when 2 big
Eland bulls came trotting across my front
right to left at a mere 40m. I could not
believe my eyes as the two came into view
like two locomotives chugging forward. I
considered a running shot, but declined

as I was confident, they would stop
and look back. The departing Blesbuck
obviously triggered their attempt to
escape, whatever the Blesbuck were
running from. Unbeknown to them,
they were escaping in the wrong
direction. The duo turned and were
now running in a saddle straight away
from me. I could see the game path

they were on, heading up the slope, and
was confident they would slow down and
maybe even stop to look back. Instinct
told me where this would be, and I ranged
the spot at 201m. Cranking five clicks up
on my turret I got ready on my impi sticks.
So named, as I had made a contraption
with a stretchy that required stepping into
a fanbelt loop attached to my shooting
sticks for more stability – much too the
amusement of my Buddies. The front
bull turned broadside and passed my
ambush spot, slowing down he came to a
halt behind a small acacia. The back and
bigger bull, turned broadside and came
to a halt at the exact position anticipated.
The crosshair sucked onto his shoulder
and the shot broke. A healthy ‘SLAP’
resonated back to me as the Accubond
found its target. Both bulls ran to the right
and vanished behind some trees. One bull
came into view again as he steamed up
the pass. He stopped and looked back.
Knowing this was the front bull I held
fire but was ready in case the shot bull
appeared. He never did! The now solo bull
turned, crested the horizon and vanished.
After waiting the time, it took Themba to
smoke a cigarette, we decided to check.
Themba and I thought it prudent to let
him go and investigate the spot where
the Eland had last been seen whilst I was
staying back, ready to engage should he
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push the beleaguered bull. Once up
there, Themba soon whistled and came
into view waving with a huge grin on
his face. With great joy I joined Themba
at the fallen bull. He was not in the
best of condition, with the ticks having
chewed his ears off and an abscess in
his left back leg, which suspiciously
looked like a horn wound. The bull had
fallen in a challenging spot! But with

some extra manpower and the dassie
like capabilities of the old Hilux we got
him to the skinning shed in good time.
Mark and Deon were eagerly waiting at
the skinning shed to view my prize. Mark
had managed to connect with a Blesbuck
female and with the animals taken care
of we headed to camp. With no need for
an explanation: that evening, the cold
beer tasted like liquid gold.

Female Blesbuck
Deon navigating
Kameelkops rocks

My prize Eland. Note - no ears!
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Mark was keen for an Eland cow. So, we
decided to change crews for day two.
Deon and I teamed up with Themba
and Mark would head off with Jabulani
to the mountain in pursuit of Eland.
Deon and I headed to a burnt area high
up that had greened up a bit. About
400m out we could see a mixed herd of
Blesbuck and Impala grazing leisurely.
I parked the Hilux in a depression and
Deon slinked out of view to attempt
a stalk. Soon I heard the crack of his
.270. He had shot a nice Blesbuck
female which we gutted immediately
after photos and loaded onto the Hilux.
With the Hilux parked in a shady spot
I left Deon at the vehicle and tried for
Impala. There were numerous Impala
about and soon enough I found a group
of rams about 300m away. I was in the
burnt area with no cover, but managed
to close the distance to about 200m.
The Impala had by now moved off the
burn into the tall grass and I could only
occasionally see their necks and heads.
Eventually, lying prone with Harris bipod
out, I had a chance at 196m for a high
neck or head shot. I was rock-solid and
there was no wind. Right below the
atlas bone it would be. I checked the
range again, to make certain that I had
the correct mils dialed. The shot came
by itself and the slap of a hard impact
sounded back to me with the Impala
vanishing in the long grass – straight
down like the Titanic. The shot was
perfect and after a quick picture we
gutted the ram and loaded it. Leaving
the Hilux under the same tree, we
climbed the rocky mountain which had
been totally burnt. As we crested, we
spotted a herd of Blesbuck and another
female fell with a good shot to Deon’s
.270. With the echoing sound of the
shot the Blesbuck weren’t sure where
we were, and obligingly, after vanishing
briefly, they came back at a trot. I got
ready quickly and felled a female. This
time the Blesbuck took off and stood at a
distance of about 400m on the opposite
slope. We tried a pincer movement
on them but were unsuccessful. We
returned to the vehicle and drove it up
and over the burnt dolerite rock riddled
trail, towards where our Blesbuck were
lying. As often happens after a hot veld
fire, a sharp shard of dolerite separated
from a rock and imbedded itself in the
side wall of my tire. The all too familiar
“pah-pfffffffff” confirmed one tire as
scrap. With spare in place we gutted and
recovered the Blesbuck, headed towards
the skinning shed and a bite to eat at
camp. It had been a good morning. Mark
had come left with the Eland, but was
hopeful as he was on them but could not
get a shot.
Not allowing any moss to grow on us,
we headed out after a short break.

Recovering a
Blesbuck.

We were on a roll and didn’t want to
break the rhythm. It had gotten rather
hot and windy, and a few unsuccessful
stalks produced no further prey. With
the evening nearing the wind dropped,
and it cooled down a bit. A southerly
wind started pushing through, bringing
relief to the battle weary Kameelkop and
neighboring crews, who’d been battling
fires throughout the night. As farmers
who are on the sharp end of fire season
every year, we could fully understand
their predicament with the limited
fire equipment they had. We however,
also questioned their lack of proper
fire breaks prepared. The animals also
seemed calmer with the weather change
and Deon bagged a nice Impala ram
after a short stalk. Dropping it off at the
skinning shed we quickly moved on to the
large open area in the southern part of
the farm. Leaving the vehicle in cover, we
stalked towards the big herd of Blesbuck
grazing in the distance. As luck would
have it, we managed to get in behind a
termite mound and I could crawl forward
and again, lying prone, pull off a rather
long shot on a Blesbuck ram. The light
faded and so our 2nd hunting day came
to an end. For us it had been a cracker.
Mark came home empty-handed.
Eland 2 – Mark 0!
The last day greeted us with some
low cloud and a little bit of drizzle. It
was decided that Mark would go with
Themba. Deon and I would go with
Jabulani. Mark was doggedly continuing
to seek an Eland cow. The Hilux was left
in the long grass and we slinked into a
large donga, to try and get closer to the
Blesbuck. They were a good distance
away from the donga edge. Telling
Jabulani to remain concealed in the bush,
we started leopard crawling towards the
Blesbuck. Fortunately, the grass hadn’t
burnt here but it also was not very tall.
A Hartebeest started taking an interest
in us. We made ourselves as small as
possible and eventually it lost interest.
The deal was, that should a ram present

Deon with
Blesbuck ram

On the road to
somewhere
an opportunity Deon would shoot and if
a female gave us a chance I would shoot.
My stars aligned and I made a good
shot on a female at extended range.
The clouds were burning off and it was
Deon’s turn now as I was done with the

Blesbuck allocated to me. Using a donga
as cover we attempted a stalk. We got
within range, but no ram presented an
opportunity to shoot. Deon and Jabulani
moved further up the donga whilst I
stayed put observing. A while later I
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Leaving the Hilux
in the long grass

heard the .270. Blesbuck were coming
my way as I observed Deon and Jabulani
examine the scene of the crime. The
herd passed me, and a straggler came
after. I looked at him but couldn’t see
him limping or seem sick, just slow.
Deon and Jabulani were coming down
on the path the Blesbuck had taken. This
made me suspicious about the straggler
and I decided to stalk the herd. They
took off and again the straggler lagged.
Forgetting that I was 50 and overweight,
I put on the afterburners and tried best
to run like a cheetah. Tripping, I made
love to mother earth after a 20m dance
trying to stay upright. Unfortunately,
no one was filming, as I’m sure it would

have been a YouTube sensation with 1
million views in no time. I was covered in
red dust and soot from the burnt grass.
Priority no. 1 was getting my glasses
which had gone AWOL in the cropper.
Luckily, I found them intact and once on, I
could see the ram was also down. Deon’s
shot had been low in the chest and
although fatal it took a bit of time. I am
certain that my thundering charge was a
catalyst to his death!
The sun was now out, and it was
lunchtime. Deon and I made ourselves a
huge fry up. Mark on the other hand, still
minus an Eland, fixed himself a peanut
butter and jam sandwich and headed out

Deon all smiles whilst Themba is
field dressing his Blesbuck

Good Blesbuck ram
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again in a flash. No rest for the
wicked! With our bellies full we
headed out to maybe still hunt
a female Impala. We ran into
Mark and Themba and Mark had
bagged a decent Impala ram.
The Eland had evaded him again.
Further on we made a stalk on a
herd of Impala females. I took a
meat saving shot on a nice female
and so ended our most successful
2020 hunt at Kameelkop.
Kameelkop is a beautiful farm
and needs the support of the
hunters. As there is pressure
from the community to just turn
it into another part of KZN that
is overgrazed by cattle, goats
and donkeys. It has a bit of
everything. Mountain, plain and
bush. The hunting is not easy but
as with most things in life, it is
what you make of it. We hunted
harder than most according to
Jordan who works there, but it
also showed in our bag. We also
do a lot of sport shooting with
our rifles and so were confident
in taking shots that some others
might battle with. If you can
shoot well, are prepared to put
in the hours outside, use your
wits and feet, you will reap the
rewards. I don’t want it any other
way. You can be lazy at home or
elsewhere.

My nice Impala ram

Deon's Impala ram

I hope and pray that I can have a
special time in this special place
with special friends again in the
future.
I have uploaded a video/
slideshow about our hunt
to YouTube. Just search for
Kameelkop hunt.
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By Anthony Barraball

A privilege and honour to have had the opportunity to shoot in the USA

A

pproximately two years ago I
had the opportunity to shoot
at my first “Precision Rifle
Match” and I was hooked
from then. You ask “what is precision
rifle shooting?” Well, it’s gong-type
shooting on steroids, as you might see
from some of the pictures of shooting
positions in this article combined with
the freedom to use any equipment
to solve a shooting problem. Range
finders, wind meters and shooting bags
for additional support may be used,
unless specified otherwise by the Match
Director, who designed the course
of fire.
I like that this makes this type of
shooting discipline fair and equal for all
40

the participants. It’s then all about the
shooting fundamentals of the shooter
like building stable shooting positions,
trigger control, breathing, being able to
solve various types of shooting positions
on various stages and then reading the
wind of course. Distances shot vary but
are mainly between 200 and 650m then
sometimes out to 1000m. At the NRL
Championship in the States we shot 18
stages over two days and had a round
count of 200 to deploy. Currently the
NRL in SA host national 1 day matches
with around a 65 round count. And
that’s Precision rifle “NRL” in a nutshell…
So, after trying out the sport in 2018, I
then made the commitment to shoot
2019 competitively, my goal was to end

the season in the top 5, the top 5 in SA
then have the opportunity to shoot in
the USA Championship final in Texas
during December 2019.
After shooting the National matches
during the year I managed to hold
1st position on the log going into the
Championship two-day final match held
at Fort Mistake in September.
After a tough, challenging match against
the best precision rifle shooters in SA, I
ended up finishing 3rd on the national
log and cemented my position in the top
5 to participate against the best shooters
in the world in Texas. I was very excited
and all the hard work had paid off.
Super excited, the real planning started;

Visa’s, SAPS permit’s, USA ATF
permit’s, flights, accommodation
in the USA and then 400 rounds
of ammo had to be planned for
among other unforeseen stuff.
The time flew by and it was time
to drive to OR Tambo, check in
my rifle and ammo and jet off to
our first destination, Atlanta. 16
hours later we landed in Atlanta
and transferred to Dallas, Fort
Worth. We drove to Madill in
Oklahoma where we spent
3 days loading ammo and
zeroing rifles.
On our way to Oklahoma we had
to stop at a Cabela’s and it was
amazing, the largest gun shop /
outdoor shop I have ever been
to. It struck me then of how
big gun-ownership is in the USA, how
affordable and easily obtainable ammo
and firearms are, heaven on earth for
me coming from SA.
5th December early morning:
We set off, departing Madill to College
Station south of Texas, about a 3-hour
drive through Dallas and a few more
towns. A Hotel called ‘Sleep in Suites’
would be our home for the remainder

of our trip in the US. We were only
20min drive away from the NRL
Championship venue, CCC Shooting
complex, Navasota.
6th December:
We set off for the 1st day’s practice and
zero sessions at CCC Complex. Things
got real, and the whole year’s hard work
of practice, travel and dry-fire sessions
suddenly came down to this moment –
excited and nervous we drove into the

complex. It was awesome, I got glimpses
of some of the well-known shooters in
the USA that I had been following on
social media for years. We met up with
the organiser of NRL in the USA, Travis
Ishida. He and his team welcomed us
with warm, open hearts and presented
us with a box filled with goodies like
T-shirts, caps and badges. This set the
tone with all the people we met in the
States, super friendly and helpful.
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Rifles out, and we set off to zero our
rifles at 100 yards, confirmed zeros, and
proceeded to open props and ranges so
that we could confirm DOP out to 1100
yards. My custom Kelbly chambered in
6.5x47 shooting 130gr Norma golden
targets at 2950fps performed flawlessly.
We confirmed elevation and did
corrections to Kestrel ballistic calculators
and were good to go.
Two Rifles: top – Custom Kelbly, 6.5x47,
Bottom – Howa in 6.5 also for practice
We were allowed to practice on some of
the props that we would shoot off in the
match, which was great. Being it the first
time I would see or touch them, it made
me feel a little more relaxed going into
the shoot the next day being a little more
prepared.
Some of the props we would shoot off
below, bearing in mind there where 18
stages over the following two days.
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Travis Ishida, with SA guys

Anthony proudly showing off his KZN Hunters emblem on
his sleeve.

The SA team meeting up with USA top shot,
Phillip Velayo

Match Director chatting away to another shooter on
practice day.

Josh Botha, an ex South African from
PE, now working for MDT Canada – also
shooting in the match
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400 yards, the windage setting for that
target was 3.5 moa left, crazy tough but
managed to finish the stage with a 7 out
of 10.
Pictured below are the stage briefs for
that specific stage. No. 15 & 16.

After a great day’s practice and meeting
some great people we headed back to
the hotel for some dinner and rest in
preperation for match day.
Official match day 1 arrived, my first
stage was a daunting experience,
foreign country, foreign people and my
heart was pounding, and cursed by the
alphabetics in my name and surname
meant that I would start the day off
shooting first.
Not the best stage but the ice was
broken for me and had 5 impacts out of
the possible 12 – I then knew this was
going to be tough – long ranges, a lot
of movments within the stages and the
wind was tricky, and of course against
the clock….
12 stages flew by and we were done by
2pm – amazing how well the stages and
shooters flowed, everyone knew what
they were supposed to do and in a very
safe manner – safety was paramount
– if you flagged someone or pointed
a rifle at anyone you went home. DQ
was the name of the game. Guns where
carried pointing in safe directions at all
times, magazines out and chamber flags
inserted. Amazing!!
So, I didn’t come last after day 1 scores
where in, but I had a lot of work to do
for day 2. I really wanted to end in the
top 100 after day 2, so that was my goal
going into the next day.
The level of shooting was crazy good, if
you missed a shot you basically dropped
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like five places, dropped 20 and you
were in the top 50 and so on… what
a learning experience, to see the top
guys flow through stages, they made
it look so easy, I learnt a lot just
watching them…
These guys shoot a lot, and I
mean massive amounts of rounds
per year, barrels are changed
like undies, some shoot around
7, 8 or 9 barrels a year, approx.
17000 rounds – that’s a lot of
trigger time and that showed in
the marksmanship and ability of
the top even average shooter. It
seems almost that we could not
or cannot compete against them, I
shot 3600 rounds during 2019 and
that was massive for me in SA, but
we are limited to barrel changes,
rounds and costs here. Barrels are
available everywhere, cheap and
no license needed, actions are
licensed and barrels considered
as a consumable – I wish we could
have the same scenario in SA…
maybe one day.
Many of the USA shooters don’t
even reload, they purchase factory
ammo and shoot it as is, it’s cheap
and some don’t even bother to pickup spent brass – hard to imagine
but true…
So day 2 arrives and the wind is
pumping…my last stage of the day
was shot in +-30km/h wind full value
from the left and on a plate at

So, the end of the match came, I manage
to end up 108 out of 150 top shooters,
not exactly what I set out to achieve, but
the amount of information gained was a
win for me and I know the other SA guys
as well.
Coming back, I am so eager to share
what I learnt there; what an amazing and
humbling experience it has been.
I am extremely appreciative of the support
afforded to me from KZN Hunters and
Buffalo River Shooting Club, I know I made
both Associations proud and carried their
names with pride on my shooting shirts.
I cannot wait to shoot the 2020 season in
SA again and hopefully be blessed to make
selection again to go to the USA to shoot
with the best.

From L to R: Pieter Malan, Warren Britnell 1st Place, Johan Lottering 2nd,
Anthony Barraball 3rd and Right Dirk Klaver from NRL SA.

Geoff Müller, Anthony Barraball & David Swart

From L to R: Travis Ishida, Scotch Burtchell, Anthony Baraball,
Dirk Klaver, Hardy Tsao, Johan Lottering & Scott Satterlee (M.D.
Match Operations)

From L to R: Scotch Burtchell, Johan Lottering, Anthony Baraball, Hardy Tsao and Dirk Klaver
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By Thomas Laas

I

have been a hunter for many
decades. I am also a part owner in
our family game farm outside the
Metropolis of Roedtan, Limpopo
Province. Great was my relief when
lockdown level 4 was downgraded and I
was allowed to travel to the farm. I love
my home in Durban but too much salt
water makes me dizzy - the winter dust
of the Bushveld was calling me.
As with many industries, the hunting
industry did not escape the negative
impact of the virus lockdown. We lost
many of our booked hunts which created
a massive shortfall in our annual budget.
We decided to cull some of our animals
and sell the meat to at least earn some
income.
The game was plenty and I bagged a nice
size adult Blouwildebees bull early on
day 1. Followed by a Warthog sow which
did not escape my crosshairs. It is this
experience I want to tell you about.
I shot her behind the ear with my
Musgrave 30.06, 180gr (my favourite,
trusted bushveld calibre). She went
straight down and I thought, good shot
game over. I approached from behind
ready with another round chambered.
I have seen animals go down on a neck
shot, just to jump up again after the
initial shock, never to be seen again. She

had stopped kicking and I touched her
open eye with the barrel, no reaction.
Nice shooting or so I thought.
She was light enough for me to drag to
the road for collection. I leaned my rifle
against a tree about 2 meters away and
put my leather gloves on. A very wise
decision. I always drag the quarry by
its hind legs but for some unexplained
reason I decided otherwise, still not sure
why I changed my routine.
I grabbed her by the front leg and with
my right hand I took hold of one of
her tusks, ready to pull. Shock, horror,
pain and surprise came when she bit
down on my right thumb, I even heard
the crunch. I had such a big fright and
without thinking to reach for my rifle I
immediately pulled my Glock19, which
never leaves my side, and put 2 rounds
into her brain. When my heartbeat
calmed down to a panic the pain started
thumping in my right thumb. I pulled
my glove off and there was blood all over
my thumb. I called it in and was fetched.
The warthog went to the skinning shed
and I went to the first aid kit for some
serious disinfecting.
So grateful I wore those gloves. Could
have been a lot worse than a cut and a
blue nail as well as a sore head from all
the face palming.

The rest of the week was a great success
with 5 Zebra, 6 Warthogs and a Blesbuck
hanging in the cooler. It went a long
way covering wages and many of the
overheads on the farm.
MY LESSONS LEARNT:
• Never assume
• Always wear good quality leather
gloves when handling prey
• Stick with your tried and tested
routine
• Always carry a side arm when hunting
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Graham with his Candover Kudu

By Graham Morrison

W

hat is it about Kudu that
makes them the “royalty”
of African antelope? Is it
their regal bearing, their
amazing physique, their horns, their
overall bearing or ability to disappear
in an instant? Yes, it is all of these and
perhaps added to this is their mystique of
being labeled the “grey ghost” of Africa.
My appetite for Kudu was whetted as
a boy by Percy Fitzpatrick’s immortal
classic “Jock of the Bushveld”. I spent
many hours rereading the chapter
on the Kudu bull and gazed at Edwin
Caldwell’s illustration of Jock baying up
the wounded bull.
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After shooting my first animal, a Grey
Duiker on the family farm in July 1963, I
was hooked on hunting and spent most
July holidays in the fields searching for
birds and animals. My heart was set on
a Bushbuck; however, the crafty animals
always eluded me until much later. The
big prize was still going to be a Kudu.
Returning from studying in the USA in
1976, I took up hunting with renewed
enthusiasm. Fortunately, the law had
been changed to permit the private
ownership of game animals that were
now no longer “staats vee”. Game
ranching was in its infancy, and huntable
surplus animals were becoming more

available. Impala were available at R5,
and many people thought it was quite
mad of me even to pay to shoot an
animal. My how times have changed!
Much of my hunting is for meat, to fill
the freezer remains my main reason to
hunt; however, the “thrill of the chase”
has always been like a drug to me. It
was inevitable that over the years, I was
fortunate to shoot some exceptional
animals, more by accident than design.
My Common Reedbuck is still number
four in the latest edition of Rowland
Ward’s Records of Big Game. I have
been fortunate enough to be able to
hunt in most provinces of the country,

as well as overseas. I enjoyed the
varying challenges, of the mountains,
randjies, vlakte, bush and the extremes
of weather.

we set out again, but I did not hold out
much hope of increasing our bag as the
Easterly wind, prevalent at this time of
the year, was blowing strongly.

Throughout these adventures, there
was always one animal that I was always
fascinated by – a big Kudu bull!

Some hours into the afternoon session,
our tracker said “Nangu Kudu!” Well,
as I hadn’t had much exercise earlier,
so with the boy’s encouragement, I
shouldered my rifle, took my shooting
sticks and went off. We closed in on the
herd and saw some females, then some
young bulls as the animals browsed
slowly upwind. I repeated to the tracker
in isiZulu that I was not going to shoot
an immature animal or female. No boss,
there is a big bull with them – how many
times have I heard this before? For the
next hour, we played hide and seek with
the Kudu herd as they fed in the bush.
The strong wind muffled our careful
stalking, so they were oblivious to us as
we tracked them silently.

After many trips, some to the ends of
the country, when the farmers often
said: “Ons is volop Kudus – kom skiet”,
I generally returned disappointed!
Sometimes I only found little game and
that what was there was wild. To return
home empty-handed, or with possibly
only a meat animal as consolation, I
began to think that the big Kudu bull
would forever elude me.
After being disappointed by what, to
my mind, was turning out to be a record
disappointment of a 2020 season due
to the COVID lockdown, finding a big
Kudu bull seemed to be improbable at
best or in reality, remote – how wrong
can one be? Not much. No overnight
stays permitted being reintroduced
in August forced me to cancel our
much anticipated annual family hunt.
Then, once again, the regulations were
changed the following week and I was,
fortunately, able to secure a booking
at the same farm for the first weekend
in September. Well, at least my sons
Keith and David would be able to shoot
some Impala and Warthogs to top up a
depleted freezer.
Saturday morning proved to be a success
for both Keith and David as each were
able to bag an Impala ram. After lunch,

Then I saw him. He was huge just what I
had looked for - for so long!
He made a few quick steps through an
opening and was swallowed up by the
bush as he walked through a clearing.
Majestic! Was that the end of him – had
the “grey ghost” disappeared –
yet again? Big bulls don’t get old by
being stupid!
We skirted around some bushes and
followed onwards upwind. Then the
tracker, cautiously rounding a bush,
set up the shooting sticks. I cradled
the rifle on my shooting sticks as I had
done so many times on the target range
and looked through the Zeiss scope.
He was feeding, quartering away from

me, nibbling leaves high up on a small
gardenia tree, all I could see through
the bush was the back of the head with
the majestic horns laid back along his
neck. I checked the range 163m, quite
doable with my 700 Remington 308 rifle
loaded with 150 grain Hornady bullets.
I steadied the crosshairs on the base
of the skull and touched the trigger.
Nothing! Take off the safety, you idiot!
Safety released, rifle steady on the sticks,
crosshairs on the base of the skull, touch
the trigger, you have done that so many
times – deep breath – stay calm! The
rifle recoiled on the sticks, and I saw the
kudu collapse through the scope. The big
question – was he as big as I thought?
Quick chamber another cartridge – it’s
the dead ones that get up and run away!
Watch him. No movement. Relief! Get to
him, quickly as possible, with my rifle at
the ready. There he was lying against the
gardenia bush he was feeding on. I was
blown away by his sheer size and regal
bearing – even in death! I needed a few
moments to take it all in. I had climbed
my Mount Everest. I had persisted,
and now it was done. Thank you, Lord,
for blessing me with such a magnificent
trophy! This experience has to be
the jewel in the crown of a lifetime
of hunting.
I requested the field guide to go back
to fetch the truck. This gave me time to
reflect the whole reality of what had just
happened. Keith, Dave and the tracker
came up with the truck and warmly
congratulated me, they seemed to be as
overcome as I was at the sheer size of
the Kudu bull, not only the magnificent
horns but his huge body.
Photo time, the only problem
remaining was to load the
enormous animal, The four of
us struggled to move it around.
I made a rough measurement of
the horns 56”. A Rowland Ward
Record Book Kudu! At last - and
in Natal too!
Thank goodness for cell phones
as we were able to call in
additional necessary help from
the camp, to load the animal and
take it back for caping, skinning
and slaughtering. The dressed
carcass weighed out at 177kg
indeed a massive bull, the neck
alone over 30kg no
doubt necessary to carry those
magnificent horns.
Yes, he is going to be shouldermounted and will take pride of
place in my home to provide me
with more special memories of
my time in the field.
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By Owen Geekie

U

pper Tugela held their annual
Ding Dong gong shoot on
the 21st of November at
Hlanganani in Elandslaagte.
The wedding venue, belonging to the
Mitchell-Innes family, was the venue
for registration, lunch, prize giving
and supper after the shoot. The shoot
was held around Mawelawela hunting
lodge, also belonging to the MitchellInnes family, where the Day/Night shoot
had been held earlier in the year.

competitors had to shoot from the same
position. X-bags were used to rest the
rifles on. The gong distances in order of
shooting were 293m, 276m, 398m, 252m
and 289m. This range had a sixth target
where a Rifle, sponsored by Safari and
Outdoor was up for grabs. The target was
a 150mm gong placed up on the hillside
560m from the shooting position. An
extra minute was given for the team on
this range.

De Wet Jacobs and Walther MitchellInnes went to a lot of effort to build six
awesome ranges. Three ranges were
built in the thick Mawelawela bush and
the other three were out in the open
where large Paperbark trees were used
for shade.

Range Five: This was another prone
range. Both shooters lay on hessian bags
and leant their rifles on a half drum. The
targets were placed at 250, 275,297,311,
and 344m. Competitors unable to shoot
prone were able to sit on a square bale
and rest their rifle on an X-bag on top of
a short pole.

The 2020 shoot was a two-man team
shoot, so all shooting positions were set
up for both competitors to shoot at the
same time. Shooter one would engage
gong one and while he/she was lining up
gong two, their partner would engage
gong one and so on. Each team was given
four minutes to shoot all the targets.

Range Six: Here competitors had a big
rock to shoot off. An X-bag was provided
as a rifle rest. There was a salt bag on the
ground for shorter people to stand on
so that they could reach. The distance of
the five gongs were: 305m, 250m, 201m,
348m and 394m.

Range One: A prone range where teams
lay on hessian bags and rested their
rifles on X-bags to shoot. The first target
was out at 497m followed by 216m;
286m;286m (150mm gong) and 200m.
Range Two: Here competitors sat on tree
stumps at a shooting bench (log) with
X-bags to rest their rifles on. The gongs
here were a long way off across the
valley. This was the most difficult range
with no full scores attained. Target one
was a 400mm gong @ 472m and was hit
45 times out of 92 competitors. The next
target was a 300mm gong @ 468m and
received 37 hits. Target 3 was a 200mm
gong at 469m receiving 19 hits. target 4
was a 150mm gong @ 470m and the final
target was a 125mm gong @ 453m. Both
targets received 15 hits each.
Range Three: Range three was shot out
of a bush pig blind. Here 4 of the targets
were in the shape of Springbok heads
and the other a 200mm gong. The ranges
here were relatively close. 122m; 203m;
107m 223m and 135m.
Range Four: This range was shot from
either over the roof of an old truck cab or
from inside, out the front window. Both
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It was by no means an easy shoot and
the wind had it’s say all day. It was
predicted as a brisk north westerly, but
with the lay of the land and the various
valleys, it kept changing and competitors
had to pay attention. Even with some
of the top shooters in the country
participating, there were no full scores.
The top score was a remarkable 28/31
shot by both Okkie Meyer and Stephan
van Wyk. Third place went to Johan Steyn
with 27.
The top Lady was Barbara Jacobs with
17. Second was Shivon Dedekind, Kaitlyn
Hellberg and Amanda with 15.
Top Junior was 13-year-old Karl Dedekind
who shot an amazing 25/31 placing him
fifth overall. Second Junior was AmyLeigh Timm with 15. Third was Claudia
Barraball with 12.
Top senior was Larry Bester with 23.
The top team was Team “Bethlehem
Wildman”: Okkie Meyer and Johan Steyn,
with 55/62 Second was “Twee van die
Wenspan”: Daan Griesel and Stephan
van Wyk. Third place went to
“Wenspan”: Morne Barnett and
Pieter Fourie.

Top Ladies team was “Vroue van die
wenspan” Tillie van Wyk and Amanda
with 28/62
Top Junior team was “Cocky Cousins”:
Karl and Lothar Dedekind with 37.
Second was “C & A”: Claudia Barraball
and Amy-Leigh Timm with 27.
Gong 6 on Range Four, which was
the “Win a rifle” gong, was hit by
4 competitors. Namely Martiens
Potgieter, Johan Steyn, BH Botha and
Danie Pienaar. To settle the score, De
Wet Jacobs set up a special range for a
shootout. This was a timed stage and
the person to shoot the targets in the
shortest time won. That was Johan Steyn
who won himself a Remington 700 ADL
Tactical on a chassis in 6.5 Creedmoor,
sponsored by Safari and Outdoor.
There were 50 teams entered in this
year’s shoot. Unfortunately, some teams
pulled out at the last minute for various
reasons. 92 scores were handed in.
A huge THANK YOU to Safari and
Outdoor for sponsoring the shoot and
providing so many fantastic prizes.
With special thanks to Hilgard van
Niekerk and Director of Safari and
Outdoor Willem Immelman who both
participated in the 2020 shoot.
Thank you too to Afgri Ladysmith, Afgri
Dundee, Safari Den, Derick Coin from
Afri Vet, Karl Schuld from Vliessentraal
Ladysmith, Reggie Gerber, and De
Franca Spar for their sponsorship.
Without a venue a shoot would not be
possible. Thank you to Walter MitchellInnes for allowing us to use his beautiful
venue to hold the shoot and all the hard
work that went with it.
De Wet Jacobs pulled out all the stops
this year to build incredibly good,
challenging ranges. Every year the
shoot gets bigger and better, attracting
some of the top shooters South Africa
has to offer. Thank you and well done.
Thank you, Marlo de Franca, for your
assistance in organizing the 2020 Ding
Dong shoot and securing such an
awesome sponsor in Safari and Outdoor.
The rest of the Upper Tugela committee
thank you for all the help and time. To
everyone who participated, thank you
and well done.

Range 3
Team Two Tikas at Range 1

Bush pig hide Range 3

Range 1

Competitors at Range 3

Competitors at Range 1

Range 2

Range 4
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Top Lady Barbara Jacobs

Top Junior Karl Dedekind

Twee van die Wenspan

Top Senior Larry Bester

Cocky Cousins

Bethlehem Wildman

The four shooters who hit the long gong

Top Score Okkie Meyer and
Stephan van Wyk
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Team Wenspan third overall

Johan Steyn Winner of the rifle from Safari
and Outdoor

Supper venue

Relaxing after the shoot

H I G H A LT I T U D E VA A L I E

Quest
By Henning Klipp

G

rey Rhebuck, Iliza, Vaal
Ribbok, call it what you like;
it is and remains a “Vaalie!”
For many years I have been
keen to hunt one, but the chance just
never came. I had considered doing a
Vaalie hunt in the Western Cape but
procrastinated and never went.
As time passed, I kept on the lookout
for a good opportunity to hunt one.
Nothing materialised! Things took a
change for the better in 2019 when
I hunted a crop raiding Eland in the
highlands of KZN. Whilst recovering the
carcass, Robin English mentioned to me
that the property held good numbers of
Vaalies. My ears pricked up and I asked
the landowner whether he would let me
hunt one. He didn’t have a permit for
Vaalies but said he’d apply for one on my
behalf. Communicating with the farmer
early in 2020, I reminded him to please
keep my quest for a Vaalie in mind.
He did and the good news was that he
received a Vaalie permit. He offered me
a package deal of an Eland and a Vaalie.
How could I say no?!
Eager to get both, I thought of what rifle
I should take. My 6.5x55 Swedemoor
56

had done all the reaping for the 2020
season so far and I felt I needed to give
one of my other rifles a bit of a run. The
338 win mag smiled at me from the
safe, so out it came and off to the range.
Sending a Nosler Accubond 225gr at
2830fps, it’s loaded for Eland but ready
for anything else. I verified the trajectory
and was plenty confident to bring down
anything I would encounter.
It was a 3am start from Dalton. My
outside temperature gauge showed
minus 5 degrees C as I turned up the
driveway of the farm 2 hours later. The
starry sky indicated a beautiful day in
the making. Robin arrived soon after and
we discussed a strategy. First, we would
try and ambush Eland leaving the maize
fields at dawn. With vehicle parked we
trekked about 2 km into the hills in the
gloom of dawn.
Eland were conspicuous by their
absence. As the dawn turned into a
full-blown day we trekked back to the
vehicle and moved to another section
of the farm. I spotted some Eland
high up on a firebreak but a stalk and
the subsequent carcass recovery, if
successful, seemed exceedingly difficult.
Moving higher with the vehicle, we

spotted our first Vaalie ram. He was solo
and not phased at all by the presence
of the vehicle. Not the greatest in the
horn department, so we left him and
drove ever higher. A small group of
Vaalies ran across the road in front of us
into a valley. Stalking carefully into the
steep valley, we found the group about
150m ahead of us. They did not have a
ram with them, so we returned to the
vehicle. We were now in Vaalie
country and started seeing more
and more animals.
A group with a decent ram was spotted,
we closed the distance to circa 600
meters using a rocky outcrop as cover.
There was no more cover after that,
and they were wide awake and didn’t
like what they saw. I was enjoying
every moment and knew, with the solid
numbers of Vaalies we were seeing, an
opportunity would come. It was close
to lunchtime as we crested a small
ridge. 2 females came into view 150m
out, standing slightly to the left was a
particularly good ram with one broken
horn. Nothing was said between Robin
and I as we both knew, that is the one!
The animals took off and ran through a
depression, then stood on the opposite

slope looking at us. It was a long way,
and the grass was not longer than
100mm. Every now and then you need to
be luckier than good and today was such
a case in point. A green JoJo tank was
positioned halfway between the animals
and us. We slipped to our left, and now,
no longer in view of the Vaalies, we
closed the distance to the tank. I gingerly
crept around the side of the tank and
to my relief saw the three still standing
there. Range was just over 300m. A shot
was not possible from the prone from
here so I leopard crawled around the

tank and forward until I had a better
position.
Range was now 288m and I came up 1
mil on my turret. There was a moderate
breeze diagonally left to right. Thinking it
might push the bullet a few inches, I held
on the chest of the ram. At the shot he
scrambled a few meters to the left and
went down. I was ecstatic. Even more so,
when Robin and I got up to him and saw
what a fine specimen he was.
We never did get an Eland that day, but

it didn’t matter, for Diana had blessed
me with an animal I have been wanting
to hunt for a long time. To put my hunt
in perspective: I have been a hunter for
about 35 years and in 2020 I hunted and
bagged my first and probably last Vaalie.
A big thank you to Robin for his
companionship, guidance and friendship.
Also, a big thank you to Iain the
landowner for making it possible.
I have uploaded a short video of the
hunt to YouTube. Search for Grey
Rhebuck hunt.

57

My Target Shooting

ACHIEVEMENTS
By James Snell

D

ear Mr. Jennings,
Compliments of the
season to you and the KZN
Hunting Association.
I would like to outline some of
my target shooting achievements
for 2019:
• I competed at the SANSSU SA
Championships in 2019, held in
September in Cape Town. From this
competition I was awarded my
official SANSSU KZN colours at
the end of year prize giving ceremony.
• I achieved a Gold in the individual
Sporter 3P (3 positions) detail and a
Gold in the individual 10m detail.
• I was part of the SANSSU ‘A team’
for the team events for both the
Sporter 3P and 10m details.
• For the team event, I also achieved
Gold in both the Sporter 3P and
10m events. Glenwood High
School was awarded the prestigious
Angel Shield award.
• I also competed in the SAARA
SA Championships, also held in
Cape Town. This competition
followed on after the SANSSU
competition.
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• I would like to thank you again for your
• In both the U20 Sporter individual
categories I achieved Gold in both the contribution in my success of last year.
3P and 10m categories.		
Thank you & kind regards
James M. Snell
• For the SAARA team events, I was
Captain, Glenwood High target
part of the SAARA ‘A team’ and
shooting team.
also achieved Gold for both the
U20 3P category and Gold in the
10m category.
• I was awarded my SAARA Provincial
Colours as well the official SAARA
Federation Colours at the end of
year award ceremony.
• On the 7th of December 2019, I
travelled to compete in the SAARA
Gauteng Open held at Florida High
School. In the individual categories
of the 3P and the 10M, I achieved
Gold for both (1st place). I was given
the honour of being announced top
shooter from the Open and achieving
the highest score.
• 2020 will be my matric year and I
have been awarded title of Captain
of the Glenwood High School target
shooting team.
• I have also been awarded official
Glenwood High school full colours
with scarf for my achievements in
target shooting.

James Snell competing in the 10m standing
event at the SAARA Gauteng Open in 2019

James Snell in the prone position of the 3P event at the
2019 SANSSU SA competition in Cape Town

James Snell shooting in the kneeling position of the
3P detail during the SANSSU SA competition
James Snell at the official SAARA awarding of Provincial
colours ceremony

James Snell in the standing position of the 3P event at
the SAARA 2019 SA Championships in Cape Town
James Snell at the SAARA SA competition award evening
receiving a gold medal

James Snell received his official Glenwood High school full
colours with scarf award

James Snell competing in the kneeling position of
the 3P at the SAARA Gauteng Open competition in
December 2019
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Marc Malan engaging the teal

FIN
FUR
FEATHER
STEWART PARK FARM LADYSMITH
By Owen Geekie

T

he Upper Tugela branch
hosted the 24th annual Fin Fur
Feather clay target shoot on
Stewart Park farm, just outside
Ladysmith, on a very hot and blustery
17th of October. The Fin Fur Feather is
usually held in September but thanks to
the pandemic, we have had to juggle
our shoots around a bit. Judging by the
record number of entries, it looks like
everyone is suffering from more than
just a little cabin fever. Up until this
year’s shoot, the most participants we
have had at the Fin Fur Feather was 45.
This year 51 people participated.
The range was set up around the bush
camp on the farm, where some people
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pitched their tents for the weekend. The
usual format of five stands with
two traps at each stand was set up.
On the shooter's command, one trap
would throw its target, and on report
of his firearm, the other trap would
release its target. This was repeated
5 times per competitor.
STAND ONE consisted of a fast-high
normal bird from left to right followed by
a Midi going almost directly away from
the shooter.
STAND TWO was a slowish rabbit that
rolled down the road at quite an angle
followed by a normal bird from left
to right.

STAND THREE was a normal bird
thrown as a teal followed by a crossing
bird from the right.
STAND FOUR was a turbo charged
rabbit from the left followed by a slow
midi going across and away from the
right.
STAND FIVE was a normal clay crossing
from right to left followed by another
normal from left to right.
After the shoot had finished, and for
those who hadn’t surrendered to the
temptation of cracking open a cold beer
in the searing heat, Jansen had set up a
Quail Walk at the back of the bush camp.

Mark Voigts on range 1

Larry Bester at the
rabbit on range 2

Karl Dedekind at range 3

Steve Hume on range 4

Four traps had been concealed so that
the shooters couldn’t see them. Jansen
then took each shooter in turn over
the koppie and when reaching a certain
position, he would blow his whistle and
the trap operator would release his clay.
Seven targets in total were shot at on
the Quail Walk per shooter. No scores
were kept but it was a great success,

enjoyed by all who participated. Once
all the scores were computed, the prize
giving commenced. The top shot of the
day was Graham Maclarty with 42/50
(84%). Top Junior was Karl Dedekind with
a very good 54%. The Fin Fur Feather
trophy, which works on a handicap
system giving every competitor a chance
to win it, was won by Steve Hume.

A shoot can’t grow without newcomers.
Thanks to the 25 new faces at the shoot
this year.
Thanks also to those who enjoy the Fin
Fur Feather enough to get them coming
back each year. Hopefully they will all
be back next year to celebrate the 25th
Fin Fur Feather Clay shoot.
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Looking on at Range 4

Participants relaxing after the shoot

Steve Hume winner of the
Fin Fur Feather trophy
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Top junior Karl Dedekind
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transport,
buy and sell
game
countrywide

Contact us for a
quote

Sean Bosse
www.helicon.co.za
082 909 3332
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By Marlo De Franca

T

he Upper Tugela Branch held
a CHASA Vlakteskiet and Tyro
Pistol Shoot on 22 February
2020. The idea and discussion
regarding this event started around
the break after our pistol shoot on 25
January 2020. Mike Richmond kindly
offered his farm, Boschberg, to host the
event.
Upper Tugela Chairman, Owen Geekie and
committee members Danby Anderson
and Jansen Webb, with the help of Mike
Richmond, set out the 4 ranges for the
Vlakteskiet and the range for the Tyro
Shoot as prescribed.
The Vlakteskiet consists of 4 ranges. Stage
1 has a Springbuck target at 230-250m
and a Jackal target at 180-200m, shot in
a sitting position with a crate as the rest.
Stage 2 has an Impala target at 150-170m
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and a Baboon target at 180-200m, shot in
a sitting position using a wooden dropper
tripod as the rest. Stage 3 has a Warthog
target at 100-120m, shot in a standing
position with a freestanding tripod or
bipod sticks as the rest. Stage 4 consists
of 5 Steel Gongs, 200mm in diameter, at
distances between 150 and 350m, shot in
a prone position, with a Harris Bipod or a
carpet covered block as a rest.
The Tyro Pistol Shoot has 3 targets, placed
3 yards apart, edge to edge. The shooter
fires from 10 yards lined up with the
middle target. With a total round count
of 24. Stage 1 consists of 3 strings of 2
rounds on each target, 5 seconds for each
string. Stage 2 is 1 string of 6 rounds, 2 on
each target, 8 seconds total.
Stage 3 is 1 string of 12 rounds, 2 on
each target for the 3 targets, the shooter

reloads, then fires 2 more on each
target, 20 seconds total.
We had 10 participants at the shoot, all 10
took part in the CHASA Vlakteskiet and 3
took part in the Tyro Pistol Shoot.
The top scorers in the shoots were as
follows:
CHASA VLAKTESKIET
1. Ralf Dedekind
2. Conrad Klipp
3. Danby Anderson
TYRO PISTOL SHOOT
1. Mike Richmond
Thank you again to Owen, Danby, Jansen,
Mike and all who assisted in setting up
the ranges and to Mike for providing
the venue.
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By Owen Geekie

T

he Upper Tugela branch held
a very successful and well
supported handgun shoot on
the 25 January 2020.

Being a farming area, a lot of our
members are farmers and take security
and self-defence very seriously. Several
Elandslaagte farmers and farmers’ wives
support the Ulwynkop pistol club in
Dundee and do a fair amount of shooting
there. The committee asked the club if
they would like to assist us and join us
for the day.
UT committee members Barbara Jacobs
and Jansen Webb were tasked with
co-ordinating the shoot and built a well

thought out match with four ranges. The
ranges were built with paper targets and
popping plates from 10m to 20m with
obstructions.
RANGE ONE: was the El-Presidente drill
(part of the Tyro shoot).
RANGE TWO: was three targets at
different distances:- #1 had a hostage
obscuring the target. #2 was single hand;
strong hand. #3 was single hand; weak
hand.
RANGE THREE: was a combination of
hostage scenarios, open targets and
popping plates with an obstruction to
shoot round.

RANGE FOUR: was popping plates with
drums obscuring some of them so the
competitor had to change position to
engage all the plates.
There were 33 competitors at the shoot.
They were divided into two groups with
a range officer and scorer for each group.
Five juniors participated, 10 ladies and
3 seniors.
Thank you to Barbara Jacobs for
providing the venue and organising the
shoot, Jansen Webb for helping with the
organising, and Derich Eicker and his
team from Alwynkop for assisting us.

Anelle Lemmer standing by with Derich Eicker as Range Officer
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Marlo de Franca preparing for his shoot

Jan Human and Mike Richmond in the foreground viewing the
proceedings

Marlo de Franca engaging targets
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By Alan Jellis
his story goes back to 1978,
when a work colleague asked
me if I’d done any hunting
this after having used his rifle
shooting targets in a local quarry.

T

the chances of going hunting faded as my
colleague was retrenched and a few years
later I had a career move so any thoughts
of hunting soon evaporated. I later sold
the rifles to a farmer in 1985.

He explained that he hunted to feed his
family, now this seemed a good idea to me
so off I went and purchased a Musgrave
270, shortly after a WWII Mauser in 30
calibre. Not long after purchasing the rifles

In 2006 my wife Barbara and I met up
with Noel, a fellow from Kimberley at
an Advanced Fly Fishing Academy at the
village of Rhodes in the Eastern Cape.
It was not long after this trip to Rhodes

Barkly West, Northern
Cape. Sako 243 100gn
Gameking at 140 yards

Plooysberg, Northern
Cape, Voere 30-06 165gn
Gameking at 125 yards

that Noel invited us for a visit and to go
fly-fishing on the Vaal and Riet Rivers, I
was very keen as I’d not fished rivers in the
Northern Cape. Having read much of the
history of Kimberley, the appeal to also
visit historical sites in the area made this
a definite trip. At no time did Noel make
mention of me going hunting until we
sat around the dinner table the evening
we arrived. I was quite at ease with the
idea at first, however as the evening
progressed other thoughts came to mind
which made me apprehensive as I’d not
hunted before.
The following day it was off to the
shooting range where I went through the
do’s and don’ts regarding the handling a
rifle. This was such a good experience as I
had not had anything to do with firearms
for many years. Targets were setup so I
could get accustomed to the rifle and to
make sure that I was comfortable with it
for the hunt the following day. I was not
sure who was more surprised Noel or I
with the result of my first shot, the bullet
had passed though the selected diamond
on the target and sure that Noel thought
that this was as much a fluke as I did. After
having fired a few more rounds, Noel
was happy with the grouping. It was now
onto shooting at a picture of an Impala
in the prone and sitting positions, again
the bullets found the kill zone. This got
Noel going all the more about me having
hunted before, with me repeating myself
again and again saying; “it’s easy shooting
at paper, it’s far different to shooting at a
live animal.”
So it was with mixed feeling that I
prepared myself for the hunt the next day.
How would I feel shooting an
animal? Would I be as accurate as I was
shooting at a paper target? Would I choke
at the last moment? Would it be a good
shot or would the animal be wounded
and manage to get away? Would we have
to track a wounded Impala for hours? All
these thoughts I wrestled with for the
remainder of the day and well into the
night ending with very little sleep.
The big day dawned and the adrenalin
started to flow and the excitement started
to build, to the point that I could hardly
eat breakfast and on our way to the farm,
I don’t recall having had a conversation
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Priska, Northern
Cape. Voere
30-06, 165gn
Gameking at
215 yards

Kimberley, Northern
Cape, Voere 30-06 165gn
Gameking at 160 yards

with anyone. Once we had met up
with the farm manager, had the formal
introductions and the other formalities
were completed, it was onto the back of
the bakkie for the drive into the hunting
area on the farm. With each meter we
travelled the butterflies got bigger until
we were dropped off. It was time to get
focused on the mission at hand as now
the hunt started. Everything seemed to go
into slow motion, walking slowly, making
sure of my footing, and at the same
time looking for fresh signs, watching for
movement among the foliage and
koppies for an Impala ram.
We eventually saw a herd with a good
ram, they were slowly moving away
from our position, so we hung back
hoping not to draw too much attention
to ourselves. The herd moved toward the
koppies with the ram being ever on the
lookout for danger. As the herd moved
behind some scrub we started the stalk
in earnest following them through the
blackthorn bushes, open savannah and
scrub being cautious, pausing every few
meters watching and waiting to see what
the herd was doing. The ram must have
sensed that something was not quite
right as he constantly stopped looking
back the way the herd had come while
moving up and over a ridge between the
two koppies. Noel and I walked slowly
and quietly keeping to a path running up
the side of one koppie watching our step
and making sure not to disturb any stones
or stand on broken twigs.
Just ahead of us was a fairly large bush on
the edge of what seemed to be a flat area
between the koppies. The plan was to get
to it without the Impala seeing or hearing
us. We made it to the bush and could see
the herd, they had moved toward the
middle of the plateau, and seemed to be
settling down, but the ram remained ever
weary of his surrounding and was still
standing guard. We stayed in our position
behind the bush not daring to make a
sound or a movement that could get the
attention of the ram until the females
and the young started to eat or lay down

in the grass. On the way up the koppie I
noticed a bush that was big enough for
me to crawl into, this would give me a
better vantage point as well as a shooting
position as long as the ram never moved
out of his current position.

through the scope watching intently to
see if the bullet hit the target, it seemed
like seconds before I heard the thump of
the bullet hitting the Impala and saw the
ram drop to the ground, it was all over, a
clean kill.

I backtracked down the path to a point
that I could no longer see the ram and
knew that he could not see me. I now
leopard crawled my way back up to the
bush and managed to get myself into the
position under the bush without alarming
the Impala. From this position, though a
little uncomfortable lying on a few stones
which dug into my ribs, I had a great view
of the ram, he was still facing toward me
in the direction the herd had come from,
he remained uncertain about something.
However the rest of the Impala were now
very calm which probably put the ram
at some sort of ease eventually as they
had not moved off. I slid a little further
into the bush, as it provided me with
good cover and vision of the target plus a
branch on which I could rest the rifle.

I slowly walked toward the animal and
saw that the bullet had done its job the
ram had died instantly. I’m still not sure
who was more relieved, Noel or myself
that we did not have a wounded animal
on our hands. After spending time
chatting and thinking through what had
just happened, the congratulations said
and photographs taken it was time to call
for the vehicle to collect us and load the
Impala. Next stop was the cleaning shed
where it was washed, gutted, washed
again and wiped down to make sure it
was completely clean and dry before
being put into the cold room where it
hung for 4 day before the skinning and
butchering took place.

Then the emotions came back to haunt
me, I became concerned about the shot.
The ram was still facing in my direction
and this only left me with a head shot on
my first hunt! Now the adrenalin levels
rose as my heart pumped faster and
my breathing shortened. I told myself
to “get your act together”, gathering
my thoughts going back to what I was
told the day before about emotions and
breathing, I took some deep breaths to
steady the ship, so to speak. But as I put
the crosshairs between the eyes of the
ram my mind flooded with thoughts of
a wounded animal on our hands. Again
I had to get myself into a good head
space! I whispered to myself again; “get it
together, you can do it, take the shot.”
It was decision time, take the shot or go
home. I said to myself slow down, make
sure your vision is clear, the cross hairs
are on the target where you intend to
shoot it and slowly squeeze the trigger.
I felt the recoil. From that moment on
everything was a blur, I continued to look

This was followed by a wonderful evening
out at one of the original buildings on the
farm where we spent a most memorable
evening with a special friend and making
new ones, while enjoying delicious fare
and sundowners which continued late
into the night under the clear sky of the
Northern Cape array with bright stars that
looked so close that you could reach up
and touch them.
If there is anyone who is reading the
article who has had thoughts of hunting
and perhaps have thought they are
passed it because of their age. Fear Not
- Think again! The story above is a true
account of my experience at the young
age of 61.
REMEMBER IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO TRY
SOMETHING NEW! SOMETHING THAT
YOU HAVE ALWAYS WANTED TO DO OR
HAVE THOUGHT THAT YOU MIGHT LIKE TO
EXPERIENCE.
I LEARNT THIS FROM A LADY WHO WANTED
TO TRY A BUNGEE JUMP. THIS SHE DID AT
ORIBI GORGE ON HER 84th BIRTHDAY.
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S

tock killers. Every farmer’s worst
nightmare, and to every wildlife
rehabilitator, a source of intense
angst. What to do with these
once independent, wild hunters who
have turned to stock as reliable and easy
meals? Are they relocatable, and if so,
where to relocate them to that won’t just
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result in the same inevitable outcome?
One of the species that regularly gets
admitted to FreeMe Wildlife as a stock
killer is the Serval (Leptailurus serval)
These beautiful spotted cats almost
always arrive in a trap cage on the back
of a bakkie, and the wild, terrified eyes

staring out from the face torn raw from
trying to escape the cage always tells a
pitiful story. The cat has no idea that it has
committed a crime; has stolen something
that has more than just food value to
another species, and is condemned to
banishment and exile without the benefit
of an advocate to support its case.

The reason for admission on
the Patient Admission Form
at the clinic may read ‘Stock
Killer’, but we know there is so
much more to this species than
just that ignominious label. As a
medium sized predator, Servals
fill the role of a meso-predator
in the ecosystem. In certain
areas they can be outcompeted
by mega-predators, but they
remain an important and
valuable predator in wetland
ecosystems in particular, where
in the absence of megapredators, they fill the role
of one.
As wetland specialists they are
a useful ecosystem indicator
in the health of wetland and
grassland biomes. They thrive
in these habitats due to the
absence of mega-predators
such as Leopard, Hyaena
and Lion, and do not have
competition from other small
cat species such as the Caracal
and African Wild Cat. They
have furthermore adapted
to farmland areas for much
of the same reasons and are
incredibly valuable in these
areas as 95% of their diet
consists of rats, mice, and
shrews - (Ramesh, T. & Downs,
C.T., 2013. Impact of farmland
use on population density
and activity patterns of serval
in South Africa. Journal of
Mammalogy 94,6:1460–1470)
Servals tend to be secretive
animals that avoid human
activity. This changes when a
Serval becomes a poultry thief.
And it only becomes a poultry
thief because our fat, noisy,
smelly, lazy, domesticated
birds are just so much easier to
catch. Unlike our domesticated
felines who have a penchant
for becoming recreational
killers, the Serval will hunt
for only reason only: hunger.
One cannot blame the Serval
for stealing chickens as part
of its strategy for survival, the
same as one cannot blame the
chicken for eating an insect.

were in equilibrium. Nature
was balanced; checks and
balances had evolved into
every aspect of the ecosystem
to compensate for every other
check and balance. Every living
thing filling multiple roles
checking and balancing other
living things. But one should
not think that an ecosystem
in equilibrium as a static and
stable ecosystem; by nature,
the most diverse ecosystems
are always the least static and
stable. The natural checks
and balances of a system in
equilibrium only stop the ecosystem from losing control
and collapsing.
Man has removed many of
these checks and balances
from the eco-systems they live
in which has understandably
caused the ecosystems to
become more unstable as time
progresses. The Serval, like
every single other living thing,
is a check and a balance for one
or many other living things.
Being a top-level predator,
they are more influential than
most living things, and without
a doubt have a far more
significant impact and role to
play in the harmonious
balance of life than a
domestic chicken does.
Conservationists, of which
hunters form a major part,
know how important it is to
maintain an equilibrium in
an unbalanced ecosystem.
Culling in order to maintain a
suitable carrying capacity on
a property too small to have
large predators to control
game numbers provides a
good example of ecosystem
management to compensate
for a lack of certain checks
and balances.

Which brings us to a particular
case in point. Old MacDonald
(obviously not his real name)
had a farm, and on this farm,
he had some chickens (etc, etc).
Except that Old MacDonald
has this farm in a splendidly
So, if we had to advocate
beautiful, wild area of our
for the ostensible poultry
country, and since he had
thief, we could argue that its
taken no measures to ensure
beneficial role in the ecosystem his chickens were suitably
far outweighs its ill-judged
barricaded, they became a
opportunistic hunting forays.
veritable smorgasbord for the
local wild predators. So Old
Eco-systems need to achieve an MacDonald embarked on a
equilibrium to be sustainable.
rather simple minded mission
Before man arrived, ecosystems to trap every single predator in
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the area, with the result that after several
of these trap cages loaded with ‘poultry
thieves’ (including Servals) arrived at the
FreeMe Wildlife centre in reasonably
quick succession, we became suitably
alarmed and agitated at this carefully
calculated plan to systematically remove
all the local predatory inhabitants of
the area.
And here comes one of those thin lines
a rehabilitation centre must walk. On
the one hand, we would rather have
these animals brought through to us,
alive and well, with the chance of being
relocated to somewhere they will be safe
and appreciated, than the alternative
of them being killed. But on the other
hand, nobody with a conservation
consciousness can advocate the blatant
removal of natural, indigenous wildlife
from its area of origin due to the
persistent negligence of stock safety and
poor poultry husbandry.
Since diplomacy is a pre-requisite
for maintaining our public relations
equilibrium, the idea was left with Old
MacDonald that perhaps he would serve
his poultry, the wildlife (and his country)
better by ensuring his fowls were locked
away safely at night, as he was sure to
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suffer innumerable losses before the
entire offending wilderness was devoid
of ‘thieves’.
What Old MacDonald was doing in reality,
was creating a swift and catastrophic
imbalance in the ecosystem, and
inevitably further disaster was going
to befall him with the removal of the
predators so important for keeping the
balance in check. His chicken eggs and
chicks were now at risk from rats, who
would inevitably become more bold and
audacious in the absence of their natural
predators, and from beyond the fringes
of the territory once held by the Servals,
other small predators were likely to take
advantage of the void left behind.
Old MacDonald’s problems were far
from over.
As Old MacDonald left the centre with his
trap loaded onto his bakkie, we turned
our attentions to soothing, as best we
could, the traumatised adult female
Serval he had left behind. Her torn face
and paws would mend with time, but
psychologically we doubted she would
ever be the same again. She had ‘stolen’
a chicken. Not a chicken from out of
the protective safety of its hutch, but a
chicken left as bait in a trap out in the

open. But what had been stolen from
her? Her home, her mate, her kittens,
her freedom, her whole life? It seemed
to us that she had suffered more losses
than Old MacDonald and his chickens;
more had been taken from her, and her
wilderness home, than from him and
his farm.
Yet, she was one of the lucky ones.
She was still alive, and through our
diligent work with conservation minded
landowners, we would find her a new
home. Because that is what we do – we
return to humanity what was once (and
what could one day be irretrievably) lost
to it.
“Conservationists need to engage and
involve, and in so doing, educate the
public into acknowledging the natural
behaviours of wild animals and to learn
to live with them in harmony instead of
fighting against their natural instincts.
As people become more detached with
the environment around them, they lose
their understanding of the intricacies
of the natural world and how essential
every living thing in our ecosystems
really is.” – Andrew Butt, FreeMe Wildlife
Centre Manager

Left to Right (back) Tyron Lailvaux, Greg Lailvaux, Mivan Howard, Guy Tomlinson, Nicholas Gorzellok, Bruce Cotterrel, Musa Mbona
Front - Sakkie van Vuuren (trainer), Lukas Kruger. – Photography by Mitesh Maharaj

Inkwazi Lodge, Umkomaas Valley

O

n a cool and misty morning in
the Umkomaas Valley, a group
of would-be hunters gathered.
Despite clear directions and
warnings from head office, several of
them had missed the turn off and found
themselves well on the way to Ixopo,
before correcting course and arriving at
Nkwazi Lodge.
Here we were warmly welcomed with
coffee and cookies by Sakkie and the
camp staff around a bonfire. Little did
we know; this was not just a hunting
course, but also a culinary course, thanks
to Sakkies’ expertise in the kitchen! We
settled into our tented camps and met
the team we would be spending the
weekend with.
On the first day, we familiarised ourselves
with our surroundings and started
reviewing the study material. The course
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by Mivan Howard
emphasised animal identification and
legislation (ordinance), but also focused
on the importance of hunter-farmer
relations and appropriate conduct in the
veld. We were encouraged to realise that
without farmers, hunters would not have
a place to enjoy and practise their sport.
And that, without hunters, farmers would
lose an important source of support and
income. Most of all, the mutual respect
and camaraderie that exists between
these two essential role players in a vital
industry in South Africa.
After “hitting the books” all afternoon
and feasting on Sakkies’ expertlyprepared braai and ‘bykosse’, we were
encouraged to socialise. With the
individuals in this group, we did not need
much encouragement. We each enjoyed
refreshments in moderation and retired
to our cabins for an early evening. We
needed to be ready for an early start on

solitaire the next day.
There is nothing quite like being in the
African bush before sunrise. After the
previous day’s rain, the weather held
and we were treated a colourful dawn
and a pleasant start to the day. Sakkie
and the camp staff once again spoiled
us, serving heaps of scrambled eggs and
baked beans on toast. Power food as is
necessary for an avid hunter. That day we
tackled the topics of survival first aid, rifle
care, cleaning and firearm preparation
techniques to undertake prior to a hunt.
As we came to understand; your firearm
may be dirty, but never let it be dry (use
lots of lube).
Between brief breaks for tea, coffee and
cookies, we reviewed the important
ordinance and legislation and learned
how to prepare and conduct oneself in

the bush. Proper interactions between
hunters and landowners are essential. And
a hunter and outdoorsman who conducts
himself ethically and with respect will
always be welcome on a landowner’s farm.
Furthermore, Sakkie educated us on the
basics of game birds, shotguns and wing
shooting including appropriate dress code
for the veld. We were given sufficient time
for self-study and were assisted with any
questions and queries regarding
the material.
After two days of cold mist and rain,
Saturday morning was warm and clear in
the valley. It became sweltering later on in
the morning, and our fearless Chairman,
Mitesh, pursued a herd of Impala up and
out of the valley onto the ridges above the
camp. His efforts proved to be successful,
as he returned with a large Impala
female for us to practice skinning and
butchering. In the process, we learned the
procedure to quickly and cleanly skinning
and slaughtering a carcass. Focusing on
caping and separating muscle and limb
groups in the process of quartering. We
also reviewed the importance of shot
placement.

refreshments and many adventure stories
from Sakkie and Mitesh. It was a fun and
festive vibe and our hosts made us feel
very welcome.
Sunday was D-Day! We started the
morning with hot coffee and another
hearty breakfast and then had some
time to review the course work before
completing the CHASA Proficiency Exam.
Hours of study and the weekend in the
bush paid off, and each of us felt properly
prepared and confident to complete the
course. We then broke camp and headed
for home.
Sincere thanks are in order to Dave
Aadnesgaard for hosting us on the

farm, Sakkie Van Vuuren for feeding
and teaching us, Mitesh Maharaj for
his efforts and oversight at the course
and for the use of his rifle and Carmen
Erasmus and the team at the office for
administering a successful Senior
Hunters' Course. Further thanks
extended to the camp staff for the
catering and cleaning over the weekend.
Thanks to a successful Senior Hunters
Course, the Kwa-Zulu Natal Hunting,
Shooting & Conservation Association
has adequately equipped and trained
a group of hunters, shooters and
conservationists to operate in a
proficient and ethical manner.

Later that day, our newly acquired animal
identification skills were put to the test
when Sakkie and Mitesh set up several
different horn mounts on one end of the
camp. We sat at the opposite end with our
binoculars and had to identify species, sex
and size (trophy) for each example. This is
more challenging then it seems, and we
quickly discovered that there were some
serious over and underestimations of size
even over a short distance.
Though the day was warm, the afternoon
cooled mercifully as we headed out to the
shooting range for our CHASA Proficiency
Shoot. This involved shooting from three
different distances in three different
stances: 50m standing, 100m sitting and
200m prone (lying down). This basic
exercise is a true test of shooting skill, and
even seasoned hunters and shooters will
be challenged by it. This is intended to
simulate shooting positions while hunting.
That evening, as a storm rolled into the
valley, we settled around the fire with
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PLEASE HELP ME FIND MY
WAY TO THE WATER.
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Answer

Gemsbuck/
Gemsbok
Scientific name:
Oryx gazelle

VITAL STATISTICS:
Height: Approximately 120cm
to shoulder in both males and
females.
Weight: Approximately 240kg
(males) and approximately
210kg (females).
Horn length: Approximately
90cm/ 36ins
Top Speed: 60 km/h

DESCRIPTION:
The Gemsbuck is one of the
most striking antelope found
in the southern African
sub-region. It has a distinct
dark brown “painted” face
and rapier-like horns. These
long horns occur in both
males and females. When
looking at the animals, there
are certain characteristics in
colouring to look out for. The
antelope has a pale fawngrey coloured coat. This
contrasts starkly against the
dark brown linear patterning
along the body. They have
long black hair on their tails
that grows long down their
hind legs. They also have a
characteristic back mane
running down the length of
their necks. Furthermore, the
fur on their underbelly and
parts of their faces is a
striking white. Their face also
has linear dark brown fur
running from horn base
to muzzle.
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SOCIAL STRUCTURE:
Gemsbuck are gregarious and can occur in herds of up to 300 strong during the
rainy season, while smaller herds of between 3-40 animals are common yearround. Solitary males are also encountered.

HABITAT
Due to their minimal need for water they thrive in arid and semi-arid
environments and often desert like conditions. Fortunately, Gemsbuck have
been introduced to many game farms and are therefore more widespread
than their original range in Namibia, Botswana and the north/western
areas of South Africa.

REPRODUCTION
Their gestation period is 274 days. The females will calve away from the herd.
The calf remains hidden for the first 6 weeks of its life after which the mother
returns to the herd. Gemsbuck have no specific breeding season.

Diet:
Due to their habitat, these animals are generally grazers and feed on sparse
shrubbery, succulents and grasses. In the dry season they often dig up roots and
tubers, from where they obtain the water they need. These animals do not
drink water often as they retain water from their diet.

Interesting facts
• The name Gemsbok originates from the Dutch and German word Chamois or
GamseI from which the English word “gemsbuck” was derived. Although, there
are noticeable differences between the chamois and the oryx species.
• The Gemsbuck was introduced into the Tularosa Basin in the United States
in 1969. It is believed that there are now over 3000 due to no known
natural predators.
• Gemsbuck utilise a unique method to regulate their body temperature in
extreme heat by allowing their body temperature to rise up to 45 Deg C and
then dissipating the stored heat at night. Overheating is averted by capillaries
and blood vessels in the nose, known as carotid rete, through which all the blood
that passes to the brain is circulated and cooled. When stressed the animal will
revert to panting to avoid sweating.

HUNTING THE GEMSBUCK
Gemsbuck are a sought after trophy species. The males’ horns tend to be shorter than the females’ horns.
However, the males’ horns are generally more symmetrical and are noticeably heavier at the bases. Due to
both genders carrying impressive horns, females are often harvested by trophy hunters who are not particular
about only targeting male animals. Minimum entry into the RW record book is 100cm (40 inches) and the
record horns are just short of 127cm (52 inches)
Solitary males generally make good representative trophies and are usually easier to approach as Gemsbuck
have well developed senses, especially eyesight. To gauge whether an animal is a potential trophy – the horns
should reach the black portion of the rump when the head is tilted back.

Suitable Calibres and Shot Placement
In order to successfully harvest these animals, a calibre firing a premium bullet of a minimum weight of 180 grs at
2 650 fps is recommended. Depending on the terrain in which you are hunting, long shots could be the norm and
the minimum velocity should then be increased to 3 000fps. Although Gemsbuck can be successfully harvested
with carefully placed shots using calibres less than .30/7mm, this should only be undertaken by experienced
hunters.
The Gemsbuck has a broad chest and a distinct hump, both of which must be taken into consideration for shot
placement. When broadside, the shoulder bones make a deep horizontal V towards the neck which exposes a
large portion of the lungs as well as the top of the heart. Taking advantage of this, a broadside shot placed in line
with the centre of the front leg between 1/3 and 1/2 of the width from the bottom of the chest, will ensure a
humane kill. Gemsbuck are robust, solid animals and a poorly placed shot will generally result in a long and tiring
follow-up due to their tenacious character. Be aware that a wounded animal can be dangerous and put its horns
to good use, as many a predator has experienced.

VIPER
BULLETS
2

If you would like to contribute your favourite recipes related to hunting and camping,
send us your recipe and a photo or two to office@kznhunters.co.za or post them to
P O Box 782, Westville 3630.
We look forward to sharing some delicious recipes with you!

VENISON RATATOUILLE
RECIPE BY WAYNE MCNAUGHTON. PUBLISHED IN THE AFRICAN HUNTERS COOKBOOK.

Recipe pictured does differ from that described

INGREDIENTS

METHOD

500g Venison sliced into stir fry strips
10ml butter
2 medium diced onions
2 medium diced aubergines
2 medium diced tomatoes
2 diced green pepper
2 diced red pepper
20ml vinegar
100ml water

Fry meat in butter. Add onions and fry till
translucent. Add vinegar, water, tomato paste,
white wine, sugar, honey and peppers. Add the
tomatoes and fry till softened, add water if
necesarry. Add the aubergines.
Bring to boil and simmer for 30 minutes.

SEASONING TO TASTE

2 table spoons tomato paste
8ml white wine
Salt to taste
1 tsp sugar
1tsp honey
While these recipes are tried & tested, we cannot account for different fires, camping stoves, gas cylinders, or any other factor that could influence the results.
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Tree-fuchsia (HALLERIA lucid L.)
Family: Stilbaceae
SA Tree No: 670
Common names: tree fuchsia, white olive (Eng.), notsung, witolienhout,
witolyfhout (Afr.), umbinza (isiXhosa), indomela, umbinza (isiZulu), lebetsa
(Sesotho), murevhe (Tshivenda)
This plant is a shrub with trailing branches. It can, however, grow into a
small tree of 2-3 meters in height. Occasionally it can reach a height of
12m. This is an attractive tree for the garden and is easily propagated. It is
loved by a variety of birds and insects.
This shrub has a diverse range and is found from coastal regions and
karroid scrubland to evergreen forests. Furthermore, it can be found in
forested ravines and on rocky mountain sides.
Identification:
This plant can be identified by its pale grey bark that is rather long
and rough. The wood is hard and yellow-ish but isn’t often used as the
branches don’t grow big enough. Furthermore, the leaves are simple and
oval in shape. The most striking identification of this plant is in its flowers.
The flowers are bright brick red and orange, tube-shaped and curved. They
can be seen from afar and are extremely beautiful.

Medicinal properties and interesting information:
In the isiZulu culture the tree has been used for the following: dried
leaves are soaked in water and drops are squeezed into a patient’s ear
to cure earache; the plant is generally considered a charm against evil
spirits, with the twigs and branches being burnt as an offering to ancestral
spirits. In addition, the ash from previously burnt plants is mixed with fat
and smeared onto cuttings of the African Dogwood (Rhamnus prinoides)
plant, which is then driven into the ground around a village to protect the
residents from wizards and bad weather.
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photo credit: wikipedia

Fruit bearing
This plant is also fruit bearing from August and onwards. The fruit is a
fleshy oval shaped fruit that is almost spherical. It is 10mm long and
appears black when ripened. The fruit is sickly sweet but tends to dry out
the mouth so it is only eaten in times of food shortage, but it is rather to
be avoided.

First time hunter
Brent Cubbin with
his award. Brent
was so happy
and proud to get
his certificate,
awesome knife
& cap.

Wian Olivier successfully
hunted this Impala Ram
in Utrecht with a Sako
.222 from a distance of
110 metres. Self loaded
ammo consisted of 55g
Hornady bullet.

Courtney Tarboton
u.
od to hear from yo
and
Hello Hannelie, goUncle Dennis' passing. Such a kind ing
t
ok
ou
co
,
ab
ng
ar
hi
he
ng, fis
d to
Yes, it was very saho taught me so much about hunti
w
.
on
rs
rs
oo
pe
td
g
ou
vin
l
gi
and genera
. Pictured on the
has just turned 10 stern Cape. My
er
ht
ug
da
y
m
d
e Ea
12 an
ll
My son is almost m our June 2019 hunting trip to th
so we do it as a fuer
ts
fro
os
o
/c
ot
ce
ph
an
a
st
is
di
ht
to
rm
e
rig
fa
du
e
ar
th
ye
y,
a
cit
ce
tri
elec
ly on
hunting now is on /hunt. A proper old farm with nofoot nogal. Not normal
ay
lid
on
–
ho
y
ily
da
m
e
fa
th
k
r
hole
wee
st sends you out fo
ot and walk the w
is rather old and ju u leave his house at 6.30am on foasses. Hard work but so
walk and stalk – yoin the afternoon to fetch the carc e farm alone. The kids
at
sted to walk th
day, he only comes
privilege to be tru s and reads/relaxes at the cottage d
al
re
a
d
an
ng
di
an
ar
ay
st
og
rew
ife
th
w
ar
y
W
m
,
d
ck
an
bu
me
Bush
normally walk withttle farm with free roaming Kudu, edbuck because they are
ca
Re
a
w
is
fe
It
a
.
ke
rm
ta
fa
ious.
e
ally
th
w and rather delic
Reedbuck. I norm
lots of Mountain ore cost effective so I can take a fe
easier to carry, m
so many
fortunate to have eps.
ry
ve
e
ar
s
er
nt
hu
the KZN
eir doorst
I can tell you that ns/opportunities right there on th e shortest travelling
th
tio
d
op
an
ng
pe
nti
Ca
hu
tern
the
hunting in the Wes
8 hours to get to
There is very little 5 hours if you lucky, but more like pe.
times are about Eastern Cape or the Northern Ca
and events
r shooting ranges are under
oo
td
ou
r
fo
ns
tio
at
ve lots of op
I know of th
We do however hakend. There must be about 6 that pistol, rifle
do
ee
ey
w
y
(th
er
e
almost ev
from my hous
88
a 30 minute drive and shotgun).

Wian O
Blesbu livier harves
Sako .2ck in Utrecht ted this
of 130 22 from a d with a
is
m
ammo etres. Self lotance
consist
ade
Hornad ed of 55g d
y bulle
t.

Wian Olivie
Duiker he har with a
in Utrecht w rvested
.222 from a ith a Sako
100 metres. distance of
ammo consi Self loaded
sted
Hornady bu of 55g
llet.

Ryan
I was very lucky to get Pistor
Nyala male which I could an opportunity to shoot a
went hunting on the las tick off on my bucket list. We
was amazing being ba t weekend of August 2020 - it
Umkomaas valley. We ck in the bushveld again in the
left home on the Thurs
due to leave the farm
day and were
to hunt. By the Saturdaon Sunday so we had 3 lovely days
y
but I was still trying to everyone had shot their animals
searched all day for a Ny find the perfect Nyala bull. We
ala but didn’t have luc
one nice bull that we saw
k except for
started heading back to . It was late afternoon and we
"stop" and pointed ou camp. Suddenly the tracker said
t
koppie. It was quite fara Nyala bull eating on top of a little
to lie prone on top of so I needed a dead rest and had
a
underneath the gun. Mymound of dirt with the rifle bag
240m so I had to aim on dad ranged the buck at about
so I waited for it to tur e mil dot up. It kept facing away
n
All I remember is seein sideways and then took the shot.
scope and it then fell dog the Nyala do a front flip in the
wn this steep bank. We
ran to the spot on the
quickly
ko
pp
to realise how steep the ie to see where it was but only
sliding down the bank hill was. The tracker soon heard it
50
our way through very m down from us so we navigated
thi
nice representative Ny ck bush to where it lay. It was a
of hunting. I was so graala bull that I had always dreamt
shoot a Nyala that too teful to get this opportunity to
k my Dad 20 years to sh
a Mauser K98 .308 with
oo
a 150 grain Sierra Pro t. I used
bullet my Dad reloade
Hunter
d. I thank my Dad for giv
opportunity to shoot thi
ing me this
patient with me the wh s beautiful animal and for being
ole weekend to finally
get to have
an opportunity.

The Hunt for my Robin Pistor
hunt and one thNyala Bull was definitely a specia
at
l
special because I will never forget. It was very
opportunity to hu many people do not get the
I find Nyala are vent one of these majestic anim
be a challenge to ry elusive creatures and they als.
my opportunity hunt. I was very excited when can
at
I
shot and he didn my first Nyala bull, it was a pe got
The shot was at ’t run far at all before he expi rfect
red.
15
with a 250gr Fron 0m and I used my Dad’s .375 H&
tier head. It was
H
great experience. a great hunt and

It was
a
duringwesome to Ryan Pis
t
opene lockdown dbe able to s or
d
u
e
t
Cape f
he hun
to COV till go hun
o
on the r some Spr ting we sho ID-19. As s t some bok
in
k
o
t
the r trip but th gbok. We down to on as the a
farm west of my li ere is one t had some The Easterny
and w here we h fe. We dro hat I will r great hunti
v
e
front oalked for a wadn’t been e to the far member fo ng
for a w
r
f
s
h
u
il
s
e
w
t
hroug
too. I
as a b
hile. Wide of the
h
w
o
k
a
a
e
s up to
standin
ditch a
stoppe
scope
d
the boand waited shoot so I li g all by itse nd straight in
n
lf
f
k
o
e
r
a
d
a
t
the ra
the bu
big ram
437m
scope
ng
.
c
also a to set it at He had to d e from Dad k up in my
the really str 437m. Th ial in the . He rang
windacrosshair anong wind bloat afternoo clicks on th ed
got to ge. “Bang!! d aim a wh wing so I hn there wase
lookin the bok lyin” Down fell ole buck to ad to place
througg for the en g there on the bok on the left for
Musgr h the neck trance wou the ground the spot. W
. Wha
ave 24
nd, th
e
and w
we relo3 attached t a sense of ere it was s ithout
traig
is a
suc
ad 100
grain Pn Athlon 6- cess! I used ht
24 ma
ro Hun
a
gs
ter bu
llets. cope

Robi
This Springbuck wn Pistor
a Pro Hunter 100gas shot at 380m with
Musgrave rifle. M r Sierra bullet. 243
a foot to the righty Dad told me to aim
bullet struck just for windage and the
behind the should
buck ran 20 meter
er. The
chuffed with mys s and fell over. I was so
el
f
long shot. Having for pulling off such a
the correct equipm
ent
really makes a diffe
rence!

89

Charlie Gibling at age 93 with a Blesbuck he hunted near
Helpmekaar. Charlie used his trusty 30-06 and home loads
consisting of a 180gr bullet over his old bamboo sticks after
a stalk of a few hundred meters. The blesbuck dropped in
its tracks at the shot.
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Chris Jennings harvested this Blue Wildebeest from 80
meters in the Magudu area using his Heym 7X57 built on a
Mauser K98 action. Reloaded ammo consisted of a 160gr
Sierra GameKing bullet travelling at 2400fps.

David Morrison, with brother Keith on left and father
Graham on right, with an Impala he harvested in
Zululand during September.
David used Graham’s pre-64 Winchester Model 70 in
30-06 calibre. He harvested the Impala at 117m using a
Hornady 180 grain bullet loaded with S365 powder.
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Johannes Oelofse (JOE) successfully harvested this
Springbuck in the Northwest at LOUWILLA SAFARI’S
with a .223 Howa, using a 80gr bullet at 134 meters.

harvested
with his Nyalat 60 meters.
er
o
B
e
D
z
n
u
ei
o
H
renneke at ab
e
with a 7x64 B ok place at Tonevale Gam a
as
to
w
nt
d
u
se
h
u
e
t
Th
pangeni, bulleeKing.
Ranch near Em
ra Gam
ai
175 gr n Sier

Johannes Oelofse (JOE) successfully hunted
this
in the Northwest at LOUWILLA SAFARI’S withGemsbuck
a .300
Winchester Magnum, using a 180gr bullet
at 167 meters.
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Johannes Oelofse (JOE) successfully hunted this
Blesbuck in the Northwest at LOUWILLA SAFARI’S with a
.223 Howa, using a 80gr bullet at 186 meters.

Ricardo van Amstel harvested this Male Giraffe
via walk and stalk method at Kameelkop Farm
using a 30.06 rifle at 156m.
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Ricardo van Amstel harvested this Impala
ram at Kameelkop Farm, using a BRNO .270
calibre rifle.
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Trevor Wolmarans harvested his first Zebr
in the Central Berg at a distance of 180m. a
His
weapon of choice was a .300 Win Mag.

Kyle Lello successfully hunted this male impala with a
.270 from a distance of 130m on a farm in Colenso.

after a long stalk,
d this Blesbuck Ram
Kyle Lello harveste180m. His rifle of choice was a .270
140gr bullet.
at a distance of
a Nosler Accubond
Mauser M12, firing

Athur Lello successfully
hunted this old Kudu Bull
across a Valley from a
distance of 210m.
The hunt took place at
Muwela and the weapon of
choice was a .300 Win Mag.
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Superior service and sales of quality firearms and accessories.

Specialists in gunsmithing, refurbishing and building of custom rifles.

Reptile News
Hikers, first aid
and anti-venom.
Compiled from reports written by Johan Marais

I

t’s that time of year again where we
are outdoors hiking, enjoying the
sunshine and accidentally stumbling
upon unsuspecting snakes. There are
some things you need to know and to
carry with you when you are out and
about. There is nothing pleasant about a
snake bite, venomous or not.
Whether we are out for a daily walk, a
picnic in a Botanical Garden, a hike or on a
hunting or fishing trip there is a possibility
we will have an encounter with a snake.
With this comes the possibility of being
bitten. Snakes don’t look to bite people,
nor do they wish to envenomate their
attacker as venom takes time to produce;
however, if they feel threatened enough
they will defend themselves. This is why
we need to be prepared, especially if we
are going to be far away from hospitals or
civilisation.
WHAT TO CARRY FOR THE UNLIKELY
EVENT OF A SNAKE BITE:
Firstly, something important to note, never
use a tourniquet to apply pressure and cut
off circulation, as this can increase the
damage to the tissue around the bite site.
However, there are things that you can
carry with you.
Important items include pressure pads and
pressure bandages. These helps to trap the
venom in an area. They are difficult to use
without proper training, but can buy some
time on the way to hospital. In addition to
the above items, it is advisable to you pack
in something for respiratory support. Two
options include a pocket mask and a bag
valve mask. Both are useful for neurotoxic
snake bites. A pocket mask provides rescue
breathing at one breath every six seconds.
It is effective but tiring as it is difficult to
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maintain over a long period of time. A bag
valve mask is far more effective but it
needs two trained people to use it. To use
it you need to lay the patient on his or her
back with the breather behind the head. A
good seal is needed via holding two hands
on the face mask. The second person
should ideally sit on the side of the person
and squeeze air into the lungs once every
six seconds. Overall, it is best to go on a
first aid course in order to administer
treatment effectively.

using antivenom is both advantageous and
disadvantageous. Administered at the right
time, it can be lifesaving. Antivenom
should not be administered by untrained
people.

However, these examples are just first aid
measures and not treatments. Snake bite
victims need to get to hospital as soon as
possible. In severe cases, they will need
antivenom.

However, in 1928 the South African
Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR)
started producing antivenom. This was
limited to Cape Cobra, Puff Adder and
Gaboon Adder (in 1938) and monovalent
Boomslang antivenom. As the years
progresses, Rinkhals, Forest Cobra,
Mozambique Spitting Cobra and Snouted
Cobra antivenom became available.
Antivenom is now produced in

BUT WHAT IS ANTIVENOM?
The only effective treatment to a severe
envenomation is antivenom. However,

Antivenom was first introduced into South
Africa in 1886 and local production (in
small quantities) began in 1901 in
Pietermaritzburg. Antivenom was initially
imported from the Pasteur Institute in
Paris, France.

84% of all snakebites are
below the knee.

Photo Beryl Wilson

Milking snakes for
antivenom production.

Johannesburg by the South African
Vaccine Producers (SAVP).
Antivenom is created through the use
of animal antibodies. These animals
include sheep, donkeys, camels and
horses. In South Africa, we use horses.
Horses are injected with the Boomslang
venom over a slow period of time. As
this occurs, the horse becomes hyperimmunised. Once it has built up an
immunity to the venom, plasma is
collected from the horse and goes
through an extraction process to create
the antivenom.
Antivenom is expensive and has a
shelf life of approximately 3 years.
It can cost anywhere between
R1 736.00 to R 6 800.00 per vial.
Sometimes it can take up to 10 vials
before the person is healthy again.
Not all snake bite victims need
antivenom, as it is expensive and can
have some serious side effects. So, it
should only be used in hospital, by

professionals and when absolutely
needed. It should only be used when
there is a limb, or life at risk. It is most
effective the sooner it is administered.
Neurotoxic bites result in breathing
difficulties and fatalities, whereas, with
cytotoxic venom, swelling and tissue
decay occurs. It is in these cases that
antivenom can help save a limb from
necrosis.
There is antivenom available for the
following venomous species: Puff Adder,
Gaboon Adder, Rinkhals, Green Mamba,
Jameson’s Mamba, Black Mumba, Cape
Cobra, Forest Cobra, Snouted Cobra and
Mozambique Spitting Cobra.
The production of antivenom is expensive
and a prolonged process. It also needs to
be extensively tested before it can be
recognised as a drug in South Africa.
Therefore, antivenom has not be
developed for snakes that have severe
bites but no known fatalities. So be
careful when you are in areas where the
following species occur: Vine Snakes, Berg

Dogs are often bitten
by snakes as they
attack the snakes.

Adders, Rhombic Night Adders and
Bibron’s Stiletto Snakes.
Overall, it is always great to be outdoors
and active, but it is vital to know your
surroundings, carry your own fully stocked
first aid kit designed for snake bites. If you
are often hiking or out hunting/fishing it is
important that you attend a snake bite first
aid course. Furthermore, know where the
closest hospital is and if they have
antivenom available.
ANTIVENOM AND PETS
Cats rarely get bitten, but dogs just cannot
help themselves when they see a snake
and invariably try to kill it.
While some dogs are quite efficient at
killing snakes, they usually end up getting
bitten. In such an instance the dog must
be taken to a vet immediately – there is no
effective first aid. Giving a pet Allergex
tablets, milk, charcoal, raw eggs, or any
other medication does not help at all.
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Postal Code: ______________
Postal Code: ______________

Yes [ ]

No [ ]

R350

R 0

R350

R 0

R400

R350

R350

Ordinary Membership (21-65yrs)

Junior Membership (12-20 yrs)

Senior Membership (65+)

Wife of existing member

Overseas Membership (ord. snr)

Overseas Junior Membership

Associate Membership

R535

R490

R1450

R350

R400

R170

R1210

Annual Subs

R50

R50

Chasa CEO

Tick to indicate the Branch of your choice:
Alfred County (South Coast)
[ ]
Durban
[ ]
Newcastle
[ ]
Vryheid
[ ]

Gauteng Branch (Jhb/Pta)
Drakensberg (Harrismith)
Midlands (Pietermaritzburg)
Upper Tugela (Ladysmith)
Zululand (North Coast)

OPTIONAL: Additional R150 contribution to receive the biannual Nyala News magazines

Child (0-11 yrs)

Entrance Fee

Membership Category

CATEGORY OF MEMBERSHIP APPLIED FOR: (FEES APPLICABLE UNTIL 31.08.2021)

[
[
[
[
[

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

]
]
]
]
]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

[Y] [N]

FREE

R885

R840

R1900 [ ]

R350

R750

R170

R1610 [ ]

Total incl.VAT

Budget ______ months

or

Straight ______ CVC ______

A[ ]

E[ ]

Date: ________________________ Applicant’s Signature: ________________________________

I, the undersigned, hereby declare solemnly that the above information is true and correct and that I have
not been convicted of any offence involving firearms or violence or been declared unfit to possess a firearm
or found guilty of contravening any Nature Conservation Legislation. Should my application succeed, I pledge
myself to abide by the Constitution and Rules of the Association.

Name: ____________________________ Signature: _________________ Date: ______________

________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? _____________________________________________

NAME OF PROPOSER: ______________________________ Membership No.:_________________

Do you prefer an English or Afrikaans copy of “The Hunter’s Handbook”?

THE ASSOCIATION WILL TAKE NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY FORMS AND/OR MONEY
HANDED TO INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. IT SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO NATIONAL OFFICE AT
45 MAURICE NICHOLS ROAD, HATTON ESTATES, PINETOWN, 3610 OR
PO BOX 782, WESTVILLE, 3630 (for postal items) OR E-MAILED TO hannelie@kznhunters.co.za
OR FAXED TO +27-(0)31-709-3914

Expiry date: _____ /______

Credit Card Number: ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________ (Print clearly)

Occupation: _______________________________ Name of Employer: ____________________________

Credit card for full amount (except American Express / Diners Club)

C.

Fax proof to +27-(0)31-709-3914 or e-mail to hannelie@kznhunters.co.za

Reference: Your tel no. and name

Direct Deposit or Electronic Transfer - Bank: FNB Pinetown Branch Code: 221626

B.
Account Number: 58880792280

Cheque or cash payments to the office (No cash by post please)

A.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

How can you assist the Association in achieving its objectives? ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

What are your reasons for joining the Association? _____________________________________

Association?

Have you ever been refused membership or been expelled from a Hunting & Conservation

Please enclose a photocopy of your ID Document (or birth certificate for juniors)

Date of Birth: ____________________________________ ID No: ________________________________

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________ (Print clearly)

Fax No: ________________________________________ Cell: ___________________________________

Telephone: (H) ___________________________________ (B) ___________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Residential Address: _____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postal Address: _________________________________________________________________________

Full First Names: ________________________________________________________________________

Surname: _____________________________________________________________________________

1959-2020

IMPORTANT: A copy of your ID document Indemnity form and Code of ethics must be
submitted with the application form.

Enquiries: Tel: (031) 709-3904 • Fax: (031) 709-3914
E-mail: hannelie@kznhunters.co.za

KZN HUNTING SHOOTING AND CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
FOR ADMIN USE ONLY
Rec. No.: ________________ Membership No.: _______________ Date Processed: ________________
FOR ADMIN USE ONLY
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ADVERT SIZE

MEASUREMENTS

PRICE

FULL PAGE

A4 Size: 297mm (h) x 210mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R2200

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

A5 Size: 148mm (h) x 210mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R1100

QUARTER PAGE HORIZONTAL

74mm (h) x 210mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R550

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

297mm (h) x 105mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R1100

QUARTER PAGE VERTICAL

148mm (h) x 105mm (w)

R550

BLOCK

105 (h) x 105mm (w)

R300

BACK COVER

A4 Size: 297mm (h) x 210mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R2500

INSIDE BACK / FRONT COVER

A4 Size: 297mm (h) x 210mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R2200

DOUBLE-PAGE SPREAD (DPS)

297mm (h) x 420mm (w) with 5mm bleed

R4000

DOUBLE-PAGE SPREAD

FULL PAGE

1/2 PAGE VERTICAL

1/4 PAGE VERTICAL

1/2 PAGE HORIZONTAL

1/4 PAGE HORIZONTAL

BLOCK

PUBLICATION ISSUE

BOOKING DEADLINE

MATERIAL DEADLINE

JULY 2021

17 MAY 2021

31 MAY 2021
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EXCLUSIVE TO

KZNHS&CA

MEMBERS

LESS 10%

LESS 10%

R550

AIR RIFLES

BUCKMASTER
BM10003 HUNTING
BOOT

BUFFALO RIVER
6 PIECE HUNTING
KNIFE SET

R3595

LESS 20%

WIDE RANGE AVAILABLE

GAMEPRO MARSH
XL RECHARGEABLE
SPOTLIGHT 6500 LUMENS

LANSKY KNIFE
SHARPENING
SYSTEM

LESS 10%

LESS 15%

SAKO RIFLE
AMMUNITION

SNIPER CAMO
CLOTHING

Durban - 53 Hunter Street
T: +27 31 337 6424

R15 895

PRICES VALID UNTIL
31/01/2021 OR WHILE
STOCKS LAST.

LESS 15%

WIDE SELECTION AV

AILABLE

BUSHNELL
BINOCULARS

LESS 20%

LEUPOLD VX5 HD
MTM AMMO AND
2-10X42 30MM FIREDOT
UTILITY
CASE GUARD
DUPLEX SCOPE

LESS 15%
SPYDER PAINTBALL
MARKER

LESS 20%
VICTORINOX KNIVES
AND MULTI-TOOL

Pietermaritzburg - 22 Winston Road
T: +27 33 342 0137

Email: info@kingsfirearms.co.za • www.kings-firearms.co.za
Est. 1873
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For your closest stockist,
please contact Brad on 0861-005903
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Look out for your unique product
registration sticker attached to your
Swarovski product.

The Z8i is the new benchmark set
by SWAROVSKI OPTIK. You’re
equipped for every type of hunting
with its 8x zoom and outstanding optics.
Its slim 30 mm (1.2 in) central tube blends
seamlessly with any hunting ﬁrearm. The ﬂexible
ballistic turret and FLEXCHANGE, the ﬁrst switchable
reticle, offer maximum versatility in every situation.
When seconds are crucial – SWAROVSKI OPTIK.

SEE THE UNSEEN
WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM

ULTIMATE PERFORMANCE.
PERFECTLY DESIGNED.

