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CHASA Board Feedback – Current Status-quo on Call by Secretary of Police for Written Submissions on Draft Firearms Control Bill, 

2021.  

Chasa Exco and CEO together with our legal advisor and in partnership with the SA Arms and Ammunition Dealers Association 

(SAAADA) have continued to strive to obtain essential information from SAPS and the Secretary of Police which information is critical 

in order to properly make written submissions on the Draft Firearms Control Bill as announced by the Secretary of Police on 21 May 

2021.  

Chasa is acutely aware that our 20 000 members are looking to us for advice and guidance in submitting their own submissions and 

Chasa itself must also ensure that a sound and considered submission is made by it as an accredited stakeholder. The draft bill is 

however, so absurdly draconian and illogical as to make it impossible to respond to it in a meaningful manner without the essential 

information sought by way of PAIA applications on 24 May. In various outputs relating to the release of the draft there have been 

references to research, stakeholder engagements, approval by other organs of state and a Socio-Economic Impact Assessment Report 

as required by the Department of Planning in the Presidency. It is an absolute fact that the Secretary of Police, notwithstanding many 

attempts from our side over the years to engage with him, has consistently refused any inclusion from any of the firearm 

representative sector into engaging on drafting this bill. Given the sheer absurdity of almost every aspect of the draft it is simply not 

just to expect us to make meaningful submissions unless we are first given access to specifically the research mentioned and the 

minutes of whatever stakeholder/intra-governmental engagements occurred in order to determine what we are needing to address. 

A submission without these pieces of information will be sorely lacking and we run the risk of legitimising a process which has in fact 

been grossly unfair and improper. 

It is true that general and vague submissions are being done by many, almost all to our knowledge being either outright rejections of 

the draft, and some being more detailed attempts to address the many specific radical and irrational clauses. Chasa acknowledges 

these initiatives by others, and understands the desire to do so. In fact we too may still simply also make a concise, outright rejection 

submission should circumstances not allow us to do the correct and proper job we hope to do. But, given the high stakes and literally 

R-Billions at stake, not to mention lives at risk, should this abomination of a proposal even be partially enacted, we will continue to 

ensure that we get the information we are entitled to so that we can debunk the entire illegitimate and biased product and show it up 

for its sheer lunacy, including exposing from whence it comes. 

As SAPS and the Secretary of Police have been uncooperative and evasive regarding our timeous PAIA application, and the Secretary’s 

determined deadline for submissions is looming, we have, together with SAAADA, instructed our legal representative to seek as a 

matter of urgency, an undertaking from the Secretary of Police that he will extend the period for making submissions effectively for 

45 days after such essential information is forthcoming. Unfortunately, history indicates that we are likely to need to revert to court 

action in order to achieve this reasonable relief and we are indeed preparing ourselves for this as a priority. We sincerely hope that 

the Secretary of Police will act reasonably and accede to our extension request, but should he not, we are readying to launch an urgent 

action. 

Kind Regards 

Stephen Palos - CEO 


