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Above, snippets from an eventful yeakKZN Region AGNEnviro Week finale at
the Green HupComposting Networking Forum at Botanic Gardens; Hun
Rights Dat Denis Hurley Centre with Amnesty InternationaD&®banGroup

Reflections Looking baclon 2023 as we head into 2024

As WESSA heads into its 98th year, the WESSA KZN Region looks20&&ar
year in transition in which much has been undertaken and there have t
many opportunities for networking and extending our outreach. Though bas
the extent of being quitechaoticon occasionswe have continued the task o
growing and strengthening our youth volunteer base, though much still need
be done to ensure our efforts are sustainable. This requiresoajinuing to
build a strong core of motivated, resourceful and skilled youth leaders; b) se
up an effective system for recruitment, induction and active participation;
developing a structure for efficient administration and management d) finan
support.

We are alsdookingto find ways in whiclactivitiescan bemore widely available
as presently we mainly operate in Durban and surroyadsl the Midlands area
between Pietermaritzburg and Howick. This will entail planning a calende
activities well in advance so we are able to communicate timeously with
whole membership base made up of our active youth volunteers, pa)
members, and longstanding, older members who are the foundation upon wi
the original Wildlife Society was established in 1926. The events will be gt
by our Green Matchmaking Programme (see below) and special focus day
also be incorporatedThis yearend newsletter will give some idea of the rang
of events and activities that took place in 2023. We wish all our members a
happy New Year as we rise to face the challenges of 2024.

GREEN MATCHMAKINGCUS AREAS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Conservation Out in Nature

Ecosystem& Biodiversity Water Cycling, hiking and walking groups;
Protection Citizen Scienge Guided nature walksNaturalist;
Environmental Education Nature Journalling; Birding

Local Initiatives For th&nvironment
Community Food Gardens; Waste
Minimisation; Green Enterprise; Enviro
Skills Training; Green Energy Solutions

Community Action

Beach and River cleaps; Food
Gardens; Waste Minimisation:
Composting, recycling and upcycling;
TreePlanting; IAP Clearing

Social and cultural

Open Mic: Music and poetry; Green
Books; Film screenings; Ediscussions;
Talks and Workshops; Enviro Awarene
Special Days; ExhibitignBublic
engagement around enviro issues

Green Art In Action
Poetry; drama; art; writing; nature
journaling; photography; videography

Environmental Governance
Environmental Advocacy & Compliance

2024 SPECIAL FOCUS DAYS & WE
Januaryg May

JANUARY

19 International Flower Day

20 Penguin Awareness Day

26 World Environmental Education Day
31 International Zebra Day
FEBRUARY

02 World Wetlands Day

10 World Pulses Day

15 World Hippopotamus Day

17 World Pangolin Day (third Saturday)
18 World WhaleDay (third Sunday)
20 World Day of Social Justice

27 Polar Bear Day

28 Leap Day for Frogs (EXWT)
MARCH

03 World Wildlife Day

ny LYGSNYyradaAzyrt 22
11 Solar Appreciation Day

14 World Day of Action for Rivers

18 Global Recycling Day

20 World Meat Out Day

20 World Frog Day

20-26 National Water Week

21 International Day of Forests

21 Human Rights Day (SA)

21 World Poetry Day

22 World Water Day

23 World Meteorological Day

23 Earth Hour (usually laSaturday)
30 International Day of Zero Waste
APRIL

01 Family Day (SA) | Easter Monday
03 World Aquatic Day

07 World Health Day

12 World Street Children Day

13 International Plant Appreciation Day
17 World Bat Day

21 World Creativity and Innovation Day
22 International Mother Earth Day
25 World Penguin Day

27 Freedom Day (SA)

27 World Hyena Day

MAY

nm 22Nl SNBEQ 51 @&
02 World Tuna Day

03 World Press Freedom Day

03 World Sun Day

03 World Leopard Day

5-11 International Compost Week
ny az2iKSNQRa 51I @&
14 World Migratory Bird Day

15 International Day of Families

20 World Bee Day

20 Endangered Species Day

22 World Day for Biological Diversity
23 World Turtle Day

25 World Fish Migration Day

25 Africa Day



uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve Guided Walkl February
soEEY . " R Bongani Chisale, one of our longstanding a
3 1 2l . oy most dynamic youth leaders, left us in Me

v N oL % W having received memploymentoffer in Cape
< Town. We are delighted this opportunity ha
arisen, and that his experience with WES!
KZN and the Umhlanga UIP have provided f
with the experience and qualifications for th

position.

He will be greatly missed however, althouc
we remain in contact and hope he will be ab
to interact with the WESSA Western Ca|

Region.

Left: A wonderful, Saturday morning guide
walk in the uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reser
led by WESSA KZN Youth leader and fo
guide BonganChisale.

eThekweni Enviro Education Network Indal8aEEPAN 16 February

About EEPANIn 2022, faced with increasing environment g
and ecesocial pressures, the eThekwini Municipality beg
looking at ways to scale up environmental awareness, educd
and networking in the eThekwini Municipal Ar&ais resulted in ¥
Luci Coelho of LC Consultiggvorking with Pandora Long anl
Margaret Burger¢ exploring waysfor this to be achieved.
Towards the end of November 2022, &mnviro Educatior&
Awareness Workshopas convened.

This was followed bythe Enviro Education Network Indal) =
(above)on 16 February2023. Thereafter, a diverse networ &

began to emergehat took on organising and participating in th #
inauguraleThekwini Enviro Week 18-25 March (see page 5)| S
which ended in a vibrantvell-attended finale at the Green Hu
(see page?). Further liaison and discussions took place via Zg .
meetings and at an #gperson workshop on 03 Novemb2023

The Environmental Education and Public Awareness Network (EBE®RSNprmally launched on Saturdad December at the
Green Hub READ ARTICR EOrganisations collaborate in north Durban to go grdelGREEN CORRIDORSvironmental
Education and Public Awareness Network Launched in Durban


https://www.citizen.co.za/north-glen-news/news-headlines/local-news/2023/12/27/organisations-collaborate-in-north-durban-to-go-green/
https://durbangreencorridor.co.za/news/environmental-education-and-public-awareness-network-launched-in-durban
https://durbangreencorridor.co.za/news/environmental-education-and-public-awareness-network-launched-in-durban

The Vision oEEPANThe vision of the Environmental Education & Put EEPANCorePrinciples andValues:

Awareness Network (EEPAN)

public awareness,

is to foster local to global
stewardship, ensuring eesocial justiceliveability, and sustainability ir
eThekwini and beyond by promoting environmental education &
sharing knowledge,
mentoring inclusive network initiatives for holistic behaviour change ¢

providing expertise,

e

greener lifestyles, nurturing our shared ecosysteand advancing the

health of the planet and all living beings.

EcoXhoola Awards| 18 February
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Durban Youthworkshop| 11 March

Shared responsibility and collective resporadslity
Equity, equality and inclusivity

Transparency and accountability

Socieeconomic and environmental justice
Regenerative policy and practice

Sharing, caring, respect and compassion for all
Promote and support democratic participation
Build resilience within and across all ocommunities

TheWESSAKZN Region participated ihg KwaZulu

Natal Annual Ec&chool®Awards whichwere held

on Saturday 18th February at the Hilton Garden Int
Umhlanga Arc in partnership with Sun Internation:
EcoSchools were also celebriing their 20th

Anniversary. The event was opened bgindylLee

Cloete Head of Programmeg& Projects with the

history of EceSchools in South Africa and the ro
this inspiring programmeéas played indeveloping
environmental education in South African schoo
Two EceSchools earned their green flag and thre
EcoeSchools received their International flag statu
Nineteen Eceschools were awarded with trophie
for their active participationin over a decade of
dedicatedenvironmentalengagement

EcoSchools was established to  support

environmental learning in the classroom The
programme is active in 68countries with the
participation of 59 000 schools around the world.
South Africa, it has been implemented by WES:!
since 2003and isaimed at creating awarenesand

action aroundenvironmental sustainabilityboth in

schools and their surrounding communitiels also
supports Education forSustainable Development it
the national curriculum.

EcoeSchools is an international programme of tt
C2dzyRF(iA2Y F2NJ 9y DBANRY®
five programmes include: Blue Flag, Bumhools,
Young Reporters for the Environment, Learni
about Forests, and Green Key International.

A successfulWESSA DurbarnYouth

Workshopwas held on 11 March. Thi:
followed on from the November 2022
Youth Meeting, which combined
planning for 2023vith an hductionfor

new, youth volunteers. The objectivi
was to analyse and identify the
approach needed to further extenc
our Youth Programme; address sho
falls; and strengthen its potential tc
effect positive change in our loce
communities. The other key item ©

the agendawas identifying events anc
action ideas for eThekwin@Q & y
launched Enviro Week 18-25 March

(See page b
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